L 2=
ord, at first, wes literally ove“ shelming,
ison'sden srom'Mawr, pigantic; b SL qm&ﬁﬁ’?{,?'
b anmlor of Students, (Apmroxinate Moodgide, -Cal. ¢
4 Lo 2 and avioard, pel ﬂiﬂ&é}ar classes,
acedure .nmhi:;; houra of red-tepe
the feuty rzg of gofee throwzh & wackine]
od " for Four “f5 @ 17ns wvhieh
e happened by and askéd
7 dcket v
o2 aGrentii’ngs rromths ~ldnd - f,mqhme zand symbo'id.g'logi 81 35‘: ;:‘:.
How are-you? --Have you :thought -that.-I:am’a :vold -heartless
uncommunicqtive and -unappreciative of .your .i‘riendahip'( ,Nq
My silence “woild ceertainly-Justify. Amei an mtorpretasiog,
1ol noj -I.think of .you often,:and Ilve tried man Cime
to youd, but I -was unsatisfied with all.my efforts, “z
drrived:at ‘Stanford, -I ‘thought that I should weit until Thank -
giving vacation to write to you, in order to be able to offer
more than'mere.first. 1mgression§..of yhe University, and its i, ~':.o”
philosophy department. en ‘Thanksgi ™ X4
what -I had ‘tosay,-1 found it:singularly
mas,-my problem wasiworse: no.letter ¥. ptoduced was good emeugh; year
but how could I‘send.just.a Christmasmcerd? ;In Margh.I devpt %2 ns
&:lot of thought' to'the guestipn:of.wheth er or not you would Te. erdt
& létter to be tyged brihandwritten; end, nazurally, i 5 b4
no decision at &l : can be such a clumphead, Isnltc t s;.l}y’lt :&‘3“
Bgt the days wore ofi &nd'! ~si 1y tould not'write-at-all, Thet,and
I prant, is inexplicable eh’one knows the petuljarities ofy
the rat}’ler boring: psyche® ns Stefanie Tashjian, one knows that; ;justq,ly
hat ' sort of, £b‘1ng cah happen, Today; I'.gave up my deliberations;ve to
and began this letier, for bettér tr for.worse. 5
4ndeed to have'beeh $o long silent--though that's
say unde'r he® eircumstances, Forgive mel i i
€y the v Gity of whigk, - uﬁe ”Scp. ¥
(ré "o having a-good year? ndid all. your Kan? ,s nts wm €aid
brilliant papers?‘ “Has the Philosophy Glub pestered. you &0.'speak=mzt
or have you- been'’so' Tlvoded by speaking invitationa from all- over ozlc
the country that you ‘could. not  accept 2. Have you.written three. boo
this year or only twor I confesa that o py-surprise, 3 have mi qed
Bryn Mawr ‘very ‘muich.-T-‘had ‘supposed. that tany mstalgia E m:.ght. Lealn
would be merely the natural result: &f. Waving tspent - four years them,
for life there .l butsidé ‘of work, was ‘confiming and rarely saliefying.
Yet I often coie ‘UPon ‘Hyfsel dx*eamng <of theo:quiet. hnd ‘bhe. goademig
Freedon, From hére, Bryn Miwr-strikes'me.as a paradise for the in-
quiring mind, But that is gerhaps Just a way of saying that I mins % %
.studying with m 18 Liw Perveminar, 8 ¢
x y #are svnky of e paper by
Do you know that ‘every single feeshman at ‘Stanford--and ther&yy '
are hundreds of them--have'been reading your book ‘on Unamuno -thig; Yﬁa:r?
It's true, The book hds sold out at lséast-tonce, It.is being used in
‘the Western Civ111zat10n ‘course, ‘which is’ requlred. It-gives: men, ) ¥
_great pleasure to See the students reading it, not to mention -the days
when, after . sxtting for hou¥s -on énd ‘in‘classes in whichinothingwas, q,
.discussed éxcept formildg, axioms, 'propositions; classes,-and:seion -
"I read it myself,” seeking to -réaffirm my faith :that ‘there is somesgd
yhllosophy which is not dependenﬁ on mathematics fcr its integrlty. .
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St::i‘ord at fé.rst h:as ncerali.rtqve.ﬂ*nlmﬁn ”
son’ with ‘Bryn Jawr, c ;
énd ;:P the number ‘. tudentsj:‘p
time, I'felt lost. nymous ‘an
forexample;“was ‘an a‘.l.l-da% roced
43d -standing in“.unés.,, i x the ‘;
The “first time I ? I7
(0

séémed endless, ugtil E: ieanor &kl
whatever was I do ng, Standin outb 1 tiﬂ:etqt She was,
for a while, the “only .familiar-face; - h ugh one’ rarely *seen, fo
s in the polif.lcal science department sgather "that 5he was
éntirely pleased' with her ‘wdrk ‘and hér" department, for'

she seems quite ‘content, ‘and -should ‘réceive ‘her MJA.
the summer, When I “last spoke with her, she was undecided about

what she would do in the fal],_ larg ghi]iosoph;,. more ,pold,ti%a.l sc;gncce,

of lo b bt te class

hé st-year rogram “,gxa ki %iosophy -y
department’ was e gverwhe lming, 'As ‘one of the . professors remarkec
recently ‘(we had all guessed it ’before) % ,'Ls designed g be trial
by fire, to determine which students’ m,il g kept _for the 'Second year,
and vmich ‘will be dropped. The program is ‘apparently mew, 'The reasons
for it seems to -be that the déepartment was not pleased withits qual:. y
or reputationj thought it was not -getting the cream of the ¢rop of
undergraduar.es ‘(the entrance requiremen!'.s were rajsed only last
and thought that -its graduate -students “eréntt’ very 1mpressive,
weren't -working hard enough.(indeed, ‘the -8e¢ctond,” third; an
year students are, with one or two except:.ons, it _sorry . lot). Prcba’bly
the new policy was also instigated by the qver-all Universil:y “drive to
become "the Harvard of the West", The other redson is that 1ncom1ng
graduate students have ‘such diverse “backgrounds -of ‘Preparation-=in -6
somée cases,backgrounds conflicting with Stanford's approach:British
Analysis and Logic, the validity of vmich, §s a way of doing philosophy,
One Does Not Question-~that some hew ‘common foundatioh has to be 1a#id
for everyone, In other words, one does not -come here to continue what
one has geen ‘doing {even those who ‘have dorie British Analysis andLogic
have ‘to begin' again, though they havé an ‘easier time -of it) { ‘oné comes’
to be more or leéss an undergradudte- 5ain, ‘starting from the beginning
and ‘relearning everything with a nevi ‘ocabularys We all take more ‘or
less the same courses, and we Hre ‘ac dvised %6 ‘take ‘only courses which
will be of use on the ‘qualifyihg ‘examinations in May in all thé usuél
subjects, One is not necessarily dropped 4if one faxls these fpt‘elims,
btut one is dropped af one doesn?t do: well, :
froe ba ic ‘hhrxw' h\r. Be la “ ¥ did
v a! The other majbr event 7" the' pro s
required dourse which is the preSenbation, esch week,” of aper By
a first-year- student. for this, the whole degarthent, Paculty ‘and E'
student 8--dbout: 50° peo/ple-.-meeé 5 ‘whereu e 'victim e
and g then interrogated ‘or ‘cross-questioned. It ‘4s unpleasint for 't
everyone, especially the vietim,(I have not"yet been given my turn.]
The questions ‘are not asked out ‘curiousity t ‘out. of the desire to
see 'how much the -student- kniows, Ohce'some ‘{gnorance ‘has' been uncowvered,
it is pursued relentlessly, the result being that one comes out thinking
that 1;her student. knew nothm%r which ia sometlmes un‘fair. The avowed 2
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the Proseminar is to Lac: identify the
§%r8°m;s (therelpis Jittle or 'no’ mde.nt)-*\i Faocul; t'selm:icn), agd W .y,
frain the students to give papers in puhlic, _I.n ,pra tige, !
wa:;,e of time, vMals;;:l of, gs are ‘gohbonmseil ﬁinz; n ;meidprocess of
revising all our, knpwle , ‘and have sut: u evelope: exs ‘anyway,
that' tiiﬁ papers_are dullge pninformatiy ‘poryly presetited,
The ‘faculty doesn't seem able bto identif students Aafter they ha
spoken any more’ than they could b ore an& At seems” mpte gefisible
to train advanced students to pres‘en‘t papers in_publie, vic these
arguments: carry no weight with' the” nepartment Vie. have ng say .ahout
the program, Again, it is liké being put through a machine;,
only wayttghmake any change is to quit nhich _many have .done in the
course o (-} 3

» ' The” raculty 1tself ‘seems’ splu in two camps whlch do npt’ atteﬂlpt
any’ dialogue., There are the logicians. and the analysts on the on

hand;, . and the historians of philosophy (for lack of & better: class
names on the other, The logicians,’és; pecially John Myh‘ill, are very
impressive, and Donald Davidson; who teathes eﬁistemology‘ ethics ‘
and philosophy of lanzuage and” medning,’works hard 2t being a'goo by
teacher, He is interested in intehsional‘lty‘ ahd 'm ntary action;

he ¢learly considers it’ h1s tuty to'teath us'td  be”Clear and to, have
Arzuments for All OccasionSy’ Tbe'histomans of. p&uloswhy are. neither
¢lear. nor hilosophicals, The, h:Lst,or _courses ire mot in geperal, very
good. at aﬁ The history of, p}ulosop iqui’gardel as’d ‘necessary evil

to be undergone for the sake oI the. pre d. thé. hlstoria.us of. 4
philosophy do not protest ;his iew, thoug,h i uietly regards’ the . a
dembers of the opposing” camg as, "teéhm s"% There are one or two
professors who have.a' foot in “ehgh camp one who is_interested in
anything. descrlbed as existeuiialis@, i 5.e ger in the Modern Languages
Dépt., of ‘in’'the Humanities Dépt,
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b} St:‘awson aha Rylé and
metimes via Ahscombe &nd
the, groBlems of sense

. Fetaphys;cs here' is tbe Btua o? worﬁ
others, with side reference 0, Arléf.otle !
Geach, and lLocke. Eplstemology g, devotp
gerception and memory, and’goun eri‘a;:tual « All.discussion of ontglogy

$ in terms of Quine's essays,' Philbsophy of Bclence isthe 5tudy o
Carnap, foundations of mathematlcs {I!ye. heard, enough talk about the
Frege ﬁussell .definition of number to:last. the!rest, of my'lifel),
probabllity, and the problem of inductiof. 2s’ for Logic, they try to
teach &8 much as they can as fast.as, ossibles With, the excepmon of
Logic, I think that a lot of what is here labored over could be learned
from Pap's book on Anal{tlc Philosoph .We talk in variables: " x did
y. at (time) t", or"J believes p'" nce that manner of speaking is
assummed to be a way of ach:.ennﬁ élarity. Here it is a’ conclusive
criticism of a philosopher's wor T of an argument to” say, "It 1sn't
clear.” (It is, by the way,. ext.remei '‘difficult to say what the &
redicateMisn't clear" means, as {t"is used hére. Like "iuteresting" it

as more than one meaning.).Most everyone thinks there are no subst,aut,uz
problems in philosophy, that' metaphysics is nonsense; and some’ think ~
that ordinary 1anguage is mteresting, but formal languages aré more e,
1nteresting. " |

" fhe foregoing'is, I thmk, a fairl " aceurate ‘réport of i‘act_’,s.
T have tried to be fair and objective.) As for me, I vas msgrable
gr the whole farst quarter, My courses were chosen for me ¥

visor, who had no Sense of my weaknesses and strengths, néf whs<Ime
Able to_obtain reéliable enough infomation abqut courses iﬂ order
change.I couldn't make anysense out of class- 1scuss:.on d the :re¢
éonstant analysis of language, and when I could, I thought; it so
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trivial that I then cfouldn't understand
valuable t’ime;,'to such work, Part ‘of my pri
it took a'long time to learn the' nécessary )
Science ‘demanded more logic %han I knew, and ) stru?glg,\,t‘rgp 1y
the beginning [the foundations of eone(r.yv, e end (Carnap’s..
axiomatization of the theory of relativity). In the Logic courseyercs:c,

the Logic that, I had learned at Bryn Mawr was covered in a

or so, and the course raced on altogether too quickly .for me

(Moreover, as ‘a graduate student taking the course, 1 was reg

to take a special section in Set Theory, which also proceeded yveny,

rapidly, and soon caused me great troubles.) My Ctourses were 80 .g

schediiled ‘that I had no time to study during the’ day, and there was :

never enough time in the evening, ho matter how much sleepll was

willing to sacrifice,’ The other gralluate students in my class, many

of wl'mr‘l have M,A.'s in Physics and other subjects and were much

olaer ‘thali ‘T, Peemsd to have no tiouble at ‘all with anythin§, ‘wherenm;

uppn,'x;chnugﬁzﬂynyc I was the stupidest Birl in the world. 1o Tom- =

plicate' matters’ further, I got sick. I had trouble coping with the

world at large, had unfortunate living conditions, and was, in general,

in the worst possible circumstances, Each day was a strain on my

self-confidence (of which hardly any exists. now).Some students

dropped out, and I considered doing the same thing. I dbn't know

what kept me going, I suppose that I did not leave simply because

the thought of being a quitter was very dispfst.ef%'l. Somehow, I

got through the first quarter--not well--bu} got.through, The

second quarter was better, in the sense that’ ina11¥ ad justed, and

could make some sense of the class discussion, and also chose a more

reasonable program than my advisor had chosen for me for the first

quarter, My work finally seemed to produce some results, whereas

first quarter, work as I might, I got nowhere, . B

7. anyone would davate
m was one .of ¥pcabulary;
qn. Fhilpsophy of ope

I am very disappointed to have to recount all this to you,
and not some kind of success story. I had hoped to do well, to be,
if nothing else, a credit to Bryn Mawr, 2ome of my failure has been
my own fault, the result of my own sheer stupidity; some of it is
due to inexperience, and some to circumstances I could not control.
At present, I am in the middle of the third quarter, and a few weeks
away from prelims, or qualifying examinations for the PHd., so I am
embroiled in furious preparation, which consists largely in learning
as many arguments as possible, and trying to learn number theory
and set theory, meanwhile trying to keep up in regular course worke
while I think I have improved since the second quarter, in looking
over the work I have done this year, I feel I have done nothing very
worthwhile, I would like to think that I have achieved some clarity
and facility in thinking, but I believe that what I have learned is
only how to use some conventions, Perhaps clarity consists, after all,
in the use of these conventionsj; I don't know. At any rate, I have .
no confidence that I will do well on the prelims. There is simply
too much to learn. One has to have one's knowledge on the tip of one's
pen; since I am learning most of the material for the first time, I
don't see how I can manage enough facility. ‘here are four examinations,
and one has to pass all of them at once; it is not enough to do well
in three and poorly in one, For me, the Logic exam is the biggest
hurdle, since I have no natural ability for logic at all, and the exam
promises to be very(difficult, Jjudging f{om the ones we have been
given as example I don't know enough lagic even to understand some
6} the quesrﬂ'gnshMy biggest fear is that I will not do we

11 enough to
g;azfgggi&?gl‘c.f(‘:r a second year of study, and a second chance af %hese
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It is now April 21, and I want to send k}:ﬂsae'&e'r oIE to

you, without more interruptions, Could you e E ’k.iddne "

read the relevant parts of this letter to Kathleen’Jotnsbn, for she

wrote to me asking for information -about Stanford, and I was simply

unable to find time to write her a suitable letter? I do not know

whether to recommend Stanford to her or not, I don't know her interests,

and I can't .decided ‘how-wvaluable the training ofrered is. Most of

the students in my class are quite dissatisfied hf }:rogram.
imestinge foan tae nt ¢f cunsiine and sym 111‘

T'send greetings,; too, tb Prigeilrn dthJe”nn‘y “r!w’wme‘a, to
write to them, for:" hey were igood friends:to e T ani very ¥fond
of them,. 1 simnlyhaven?t had the time- or Qiear't Lo sen 1etter>s which
couldn't contain much theermlneu cadl Tany s

51 rula-rl.y u—untmextin.,. At
no letter I producsd was mod

e Christnas Cm::mibdabéfly
stion of whether or not ¥yiu
tondwritten, and, neturslly

. be such a clumplyf:d

rgn. Today, 1 ¢ We u-wmy iberaziona,
ter or fo" ‘worse, I 'at very aw'ry
neugh thaz's a tane %

w3,
yesr? “IHd all your Kaut ity derb%
Philosephy €lud pesterad you to &y
] speaking invitatiens
accept? Have you sTi%
ese that to my surpt
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