
PBACB CIRCLB OP THB STÜDBNTS OP PHILOSOPHY OP HÜMBOLDT UNIVSRSITY 

108 Berlín 
Postschllessfach 210 January 196? 

Dear Sir9 Dear Madam, 

Va take the l iberty of writing to you because of the deep concern 
we feel about a sltuation which can become a grave threat to peace. 

Neo-fascist developments in the Germán Federal Republic f i l l us 
with anxiety for the fate of mankind, for fascism has already brought 
immeasurable suffering to the world; the American people9 too, were 
amongst the sufferers. 

Never again must a tar , which under present conditions might mean 
the extinction of humanity, be permitted to start from Germán s o i l . 
Only in the Germán Democratic Sepublic are conditions such as to 
guarantee tbat t h i s cannot happen again, since fascism has been com-
plete ly viped out here. What i s now going on in the Germán Federal 
Republic reveáis ominous pará l i s i s with what happened in Germany in 
the years preceding the Second World War. 

Regardless of ideological differences, we appeal to you in 
awareness of the great responsibi l i ty for peace which rests upon the 
peaceable and democratic forces in Germany and in the USA. 

After the defeat of fascism in 1945* the victorious Allied Powers 
and the democratic forces in Germany pledged themselves to destroy 
fascism and to guarantee a development in Germany which would make i t 
impossible for Germany ever again to be a source of danger to world 
peace. Now, more than twenty years after these principies were laid 
down in the Potsdam Agreement9 the National Party (NPD) openly and 
quite l ega l ly proclaims nazi principies in West Germany* This i s an 
alarm signal for us« The NPD recently gained ?8o,OQü votes in the 
Bavgrian e lect ions and entered the Bavarian provincial parliament. The 
same thing happened in Hessen. Who i s to guarantee that t h i s neo-nazi 
party does not end up in the Federal Parliament? We are quite sure that 
th i s upsurge of the NPD did not occur over-night. 

The reasons for the revival of fasc i s t ideas and of a neo-nazi 
party care to be sought in the policy of the present government*party, 
the Christian Democratic Union* The Germán Federal Republic i s the only 
State in Burope which puts forward terr i tor ia l demanda - for example, for 
a revisión of the Oder-Neisse frontier and the return of the former Bast 
Germán terr i tor ios . I t i s also doing i t s utmost to gain control of atom 
weapons and deliberately s t i rr ing up confl ict in Germany. 

These highly dangerous demanda are very clearly expressed in the 
basic principies of the NPD, which were published in 1965* 
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Permit us to draw your attention to the folloving facts: 

Both Lübke, the present Presidant of the Germán Federal Bepublic, 
and Kiesinger, the present Chancellor, played aa active part in fiitler's 
fascist átate. LObke was one of the people responsible for building the 
concentration camps and Kiesinger was a deputy departaent head la the 
Badio-Political Department of Bibbentrop's Foreign Ministry. 

I t l e impassible to fight against the evil sp ir i t of nazism in the 
Federal Bepublic so long as formar nazi offiel a i s are in charge of the 
government there. I t l a a fact that no obstadas are being placed in 
the way of the NPD, the party whicb openly proclalms fascist ideas, 
Herr Straass, the new Minister of Finance in Bonn* said that the riso 
of the NPD was "the answer to those vho have tried to drag Germany's 
ñame through the mud»" 

• 

All this is in fact an encouragement of neo-nazism, Our responsib-
ility as students of philosopby compela us to take up a stand against 
these tendencias, For humanist reasons Professor «Jaspers, the test 
Germán philosopher» has also enterad lnto politioal discussion with bis 
book9 "Whither the Federal Hepublic?

91 Commentlng on the survival of 
national social!st ideas in the Federal Bepublic, he writea in bis book: 

"One aspeet, and a very important one, is the Federal Army. It has 
been built up and is now led by offlcers who servad in the Wehrmacht, 
served Hltler and shared the spirit of that army, 

"The position with regard to judges9 professors and pólice is 
similar. This continuad activity of the oíd National Sodalists con-
stitutes a fundamental weakness in the internal structure of the Federal 
Bepublic* 

• 

"«••Once prominent National Social is ts have again become active 
and inf luential . 

"•••Bver since (the foundation of the Federal Bepublic)9 as l t s 
econoaic power and influence has increased, they have taken an ever more 
self-coafident part in guidlng and lnfluencing a state which appears to 
be on l t s way to becomlng a world power again, A spirit foreign and in-
imical to the taska in hand i s gnawing at the foundations of what has 
already bees built up9 and may destroy i t completely l f i t i s not 
resisted," 

On January 2nd Professor Jaspers again spoke o ver Germán televisión 
on the sltuation in the Federal Bepublic. The fact that Kiesinger9 an 
oíd National Socialist» had become Federal Chancellor was an "affront to 
other countries" and an "insult* to a l l Germana "who hated and s t i l l 
hate National Socialism"9 he said. F 

Professor Jaspers believes that the main danger from the neo-nazi 
wave l i e s in the possibl l i ty that the oíd nationalism preached by the 
NPD may spread to the other pol i t ica l partías. 
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We proclaim our sympathy with this point of view, despite our 
differeat ideological position. But it is surely aot enough to 
analyse these dangerous tendencias, Is it not far more important 
to fight against then? 

-

We haré tried to put before you briefly here the reasons vhy we 
are so deeply concerned about the revival of the evil spirit of faseias 
in the Federal Republic. We know, of course, that our attitude towards 
these probleas does not always coincide «ith yours* That is why we 
should very much like to bear about the attitude of philosophers in the 
United States, especially their attitude to the íollowing: 

What do yon think about the revival of fascism in the Germán Federal 
Bepublic and what do yon consider to be the causes of it? 

What do you think can be done to check these disquieting trends? 

We appeal to you to combat the neo-fascist danger in word and deed. 

Our Peace Circle of the Students of Philosophy of Hunboldt 
üniversity in Berlin would very much like to know what you propose in 
this situation, 

Yours respectfully, 

yn^chuj \Xtyv»*. 
(Hichael Ousing) 
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(Bernd lichler) 

(Jeanne Danelius) 

(Weroer Tschannerl) 

for the Peace Circle of the Students of 
Philosophy of the Humboldt Üniversity 

in Berlin 
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