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SUSQUEHAMA UNIVERSITY 
Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania 17870 
e l dos de febre ro» 1987 

Dr. J o s é F e r r a t e r Mora 
Department o í P h i l o s o p h y 
Bryn Mawr C o l l e g e 
Bryn Mawr, PA 19010 

Muy se flor mío: 

En Boston, a fines de diciembre, tuve el placer de saludarlo 
durante el congreso de filosofía. Después de escuchar su ponencia 
en la división fenómeno lógica, busqué la oportunidad de acercarme 
a usted. No la hallé sino hasta la noche del día siguiente cuando 
coincidimos en un pasillo solitario. Me charló usted de su 
creación literaria. Acaso me recuerde. Soy el mexicano de talla 
mediana y barbudo, un ilegal en el congreso ya que mi disciplina 
es la investigación filológica. Pero quería escucharlo a usted y 
conocerlo, ya que su diccionario de filosofía ha sido para mí un 
tesoro y me interesa inmensamente explorar los vínculos entre la 
filosofía y las bellas letras. Le obsequié una copia fotostática 
de una de mis publicaciones recientes: un ensayo de unas treinta 
páginas sobre Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz. Lo recoge Cuadernos 
Americanos aunque con un sinnúmero de erratas y de las cuales he 
hecho fe bien que, probablemente, algunas se rae hayan escapado. La 
más seria de las erratas es la segunda que se halla en la pagina 
154 donde se lee metáfora en sí de la experiencia cuando debiera 
leerse metáfora en sí de la conciencia^ porque para eludir ciertas 
órbitas psicologizantes, a veces discurro, o creo discurrir, en 
los términos fenoraenológicos del BewuBtseín. Le pedí que tuviese 
la gentileza de hojearlo y de darme su parecer, ya que el trabajo 
representa el esfuerzo de un enfoque inusitado para elucidar 
algunos aspectos de la índole artística de la gran escritora 
novohispana. 

Quizá se le halla extraviado mi trabajo, o lo juzgue tan malo 
que prefiera no comentármelo. En todo caso, adjunto otro ejemplar, 
además, mi CV, y agrego otra publicación también sobre un tema 
mexicano y la cual se recoge en la revista oficial de la Academia 
de Ciencias de Hungría, Acta Litteraria, gesto que me parece 
caballeroso por parte del pueblo magyar al reconocimiento de los 
valores culturales de mi tierra. Es posible que le llame la 
atención la nota vigésimotercera donde aclaro la relación entre el 
poeta mexicano, Manuel José Otbón, y su compatriota, el ya 
olvidado filósofo Ramón Xanterola <1848-1901) cuyo esfuerzo fue el 
de sintetizar algunos aspectos del hegelianismo con el positivismo 
que, como usted sabe, entonces dominaba en México. 

Me honraría si usted tuviese la gentileza de comunicarme sus 
impresiones de mis trabajos, en particular, sus reparos a mi Sor 
Juana porque es donde más pesa el contenido teológico y 
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filosófico. Inculso, me atrevo a pedirle que se valga de la 
adjunta hoja membretada para acotar su observaciones. Mándela 
firmada y fechada, por favor, a la siguiente dirección: 

Office of Career Services 
Harvard University 
54 Dunster Street 

Cambridge, MA 02138 

Su comentario, si favorable, entonces formará parte de mi 
expediente, lo cual me será de inmenso valor ya que usted es un 
renombrado pensador en nuestra lengua, y de los poquísimos de 
reconocimiento universal, pues como dice Benito Espinosa al 
concluir su Etica: omnía praeclara tam rara quam diffícílla sunt. 

• 

Casi olvidaba indicarle que, para que conozca mi trayectoria 
profesional, recibirá mi expediente de Harvard. Adjunto en 
fotocopia una carta comprobatoria de que se acaba de publicar, o 
inminentemente se publicará, en Europa mi segunda Sor Juana. Tan 
pronto y reciba los sobretiros, le mandaré uno. 

Sin más, aguardo con interés su contestación. 

Atentamente, 

III 
Dr. Marco Antonio Loera de la Llave 
Modern Languages Department 

X L U~ ~ 

\ 



am 

; 

!-

i 

DR. MARCO-ANTONIO LOERA d e l a LLAVE 

Department of Modern Languages 
Susquehanna Univers i ty 
Selinsgrove» Pennsylvania 17870 
717-374-0101, extensions 4176 and 4283 

-

Degrees: 

í 

• 
I 

Ph.D. , Romance Languages and L i t e r a t u r e s , Harvard Univers i ty 
M. A. , Romance Languages and Li tera tures» Harvard Univers i ty 
B. A. , sumisa cum laude, English and Hispanic L i t e r a t u r e s , 

Universi ty of Cal i forn ia a t Los Angeles 

F i e l d s of scho la r ly i n t e r e s t and prepared t o teach: 

Comparative l i t e ra ture , history of ideas, tbe seventeenth and nineteenth 
centuries, colonial Spanish American l i t e ra ture , Hispanic poetry, Kexican 
s tudies , the Hispanic essay. 

1978 
1968 

1966 
T 
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Submltted for publ ica t ion : 

La Travista: Verdí, the Bourgeoísie and Bad Faíth, eleven pages, submltted t o 
The O p e r a News and to The O p e r a Q u a r t e r l y . 

Forthcoming pub l i ca t ion : 

Fantasía e intencionalidad meontológicas en Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, 
f if ty - three pages, A c t a Heoph i 1 a l ó g i c a (Univerza Evarda Kardelja 
V Ljubljani, Yugoslavia). 

Pub l ica t ions : 

La visión espeluznante de Manuel José Othón: Moche rústica de Valpurgls, 
C u a d r a n t e (Universidad Nacional Autónoma de San Luis Potos í , México), año 
IX, número 1 (1981), 4 -51 . 

• 

* 

* 

1 

Oneirismo y heurística en un poema mexicano finisecular: Moche rústica de 
Valpurgls por Manuel José Othón, A c t a L i t t e r a r l a Academiae 
S c i e n t l a r u » H u c g a r i c a e (Budapest), 25 (1983), 263-287. 

. . . s i r t e s tocando / de imposibles . . . en Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, 
C u a d e r n a s A m e r i c a n o s , afio XLV, volumen CCLXV, número 2 (1986), 128-
160. 
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DR. LOERA de la LLAVE, page 2 

Honors and scholarships: 

Harvard Ghikas Scholarship (declined) 
Harvard Committee on Latin American Studies Travel Grant 
Harvard Staff Tuition Scholarship 
HDEA-IV Fellowship at Harvard University 
Honorary Voodrow Vilson Fellowship 

1970 
1970 
1969 

1966-69 
1966 

Academic appointments: 

Since the doctórate: 

1985- Susquehanna University, Assistant Professor in Modern Languages 
1983-84 Vhittier College, Assistant Professor in Foreign Languages and 

Literatures 
1979-82 Brovra University, Assistant Professor in Hispanic Studies 

Prior to the doctórate: 

1970-77 University of California at Los Angeles 
studies 

Lecturer in Híspanle 

Courses taught: 

Don Quijote 
Gradúate independent studies courses on the Spanish American novel 
poetry of the nineteenth-century 
Mexican literature and civilización 
Stylistics and the Hispanic essay 
Intellectual history of Hispanic culture 
Peninsular Golden Age literature 
Peninsular literature from Bécquer to Sastre 
Spanish American literature survey 
Spanish grammar and coraposition, intermedíate and advanced 
Business Spanish 
Elementary Spanish 
L'apport francophone aux belles lettres de l'occident depuls le romanti 
Elementary French 
Intermedíate French 

Doctoral dissertation: 

and 

• 

-

The Dlstant Solitude: The Art and Purview of Manuel José Othón 

Direc tor : Dr. Juan Augusto Marichal 

My disser ta t ion c l a r i f i e s how the descr ipt ive poetry of Manuel José Othón 
(México, 1858-1906) contr ibutes to the Mexican mode of Vestera culture. 
Anticipating the Modernistas whose a r t i s t i c ascendaney he forever decried, 
Othón sought to fashion a s ty l e tha t would synthesize the major s t r a i n s of 
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: 
1 

nineteenth-century lyr ic ism, Romantic and Parnassian, with the c l a s s i c a l models 
of Latín an t iqu i ty and of the Spanish Renaissance. Less d i scern ingly , he a l so 
avai led himself of paradigms of inerely t r a n s i t i o n a l valué such a s t h e d i s c r e e t 
academic verse of Fr. Joaquín Arcadia Pagaza (México, 1839-1918), and the 
d i scurs ive and frequently bombastic verse of Gaspar lúfiez de a rce (Spain, 
1834-1903). The a r t i s t i c balance of Othón's en t e rp r i s e i s uneven, be t raying 
formal and ideological t ens ions . Often, he assumes the ro le of a na t ional vates 
as he e labora tes with t e l l u r i c s e n s i b i l i t y a criollo mythopoetry of Mexicanity 
rooted in conservat ive Hispanism and Catholicism. The desc r ip t ive c ra f t of 
h i s Latin and Romantic p recursors , however, tends toward pantheism, now 
n a t u r a l i s t and pagan in Vi rg i l , Ovid, and Horace, now c ryp to -Pro tes t an t and 
i d e a l i s t in Víctor Hugo and Gustavo Adolfo Bécquer (Spain, 1836-70), therefore , 
perhaps more properly cal led panen the i s t i c ; in e i the r case, toward a 
world-vis ion i r r econc i l i ab l e with the orthodoxy of Othón's r e l i g ious her i tage 
which c lea r ly d i s t ingu i shes between crea t ion and the Creator, and thereby 
subordínales natura naturans to natura naturata. Further , mythicizing a s 
immutable a complex of cherished valúes in terms of a pa s to r a l meta-image 
surcharged with l i t e r a r y antecedents and tendent iously reac t ionary , Oth6n seeks 
t o a r t i s t i c a l l y con t rad ic t what he dreads : the inc ip ien t s p i r i t u a l 
t ransformat ions underlaid by Mexico's neocolonial appendage t o modern 
In te rna t iona l capi ta l i sm. The poet ic i l l u s ion inevi tably su f fe r s a s e r i e s of 
diremptive c r i s e s . Elegy replaces Idyl l and a l t e r n a t e s with despai r ing 
confessional ou tburs t s . The celebrat ion of Mature's harmonious and c rea t ive 
v i t a l i t y sur renders to the masterful por t r aya l , in a s e r i e s of chiaroscura 
tableaux, of an infernal dese r t s t a t i c and s t e r i l e . A unique volee in Mexican 
poetry, Otbón did not e s t a b l i s h a l y r i c a l movement, although one may poss ib ly 
hear a lifceness of h i s echo in the exp re s s ion i s t i c dep ic t ions of wasted 
expanses by the contemporary Mexican prose master , Juan Rulfo. 

i 

(see Publ icat ions above, a l so Enrique Anderson Imbert, Historia de la literatura 
hispanoamericana, primer tono [México: Fondo de Cultura Económica, 19621, pp. 
316-319, or i t s t r a n s l a t i o n , Spanish American Literature: A History, second 
edi t ion revised and updated by E. Malley, Volume I [Detroi t : Vayne S ta t e 
Universi ty Press , 1969], pp. 304-306; Jul io Ca i l l e t Bois, Antología de la poesía 
hispanoamericana [Madrid: Aguilar, 19581, pp. 728-736¡ 
Gómez, Diccionario de escritores mexicanos [México: 
Autónoma de México, 1967], pp. 267-270) 

Aurora M. Ocampo de 
Universidad Nacional 

Dossier upon r eques t February 1987 
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Dear Professor Loera! 

•• • i , 

- .• r 

..- m 
fría 

This is te/ confinn the receipt Of your final versión of tht 
study on Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz. Your ,text carne in the last minute.^ 

just before we have sent it to the printing enterprise. So you td.ll 

have now printed this last versión. The financial means for the printing 

have been given to us, and so the printing of the 1986 issue is securéd. 

The printing will be completed until thé end of this 1986 year. You :~rS 
will receive a number of Acta Neophilologica end between 30 tú 50 sepa-
rate copies of your study, the number will depend on the f¿nanoial **1*£ 
culation. Certainly we will try to get the most favourable solution.:*?! 

• • • - • * "¿K-
As I have told you, I have been very much impressed by thé 

scholarship you show in this study, both the knowledge of mediaeval 34» 

terature as well as of the modera literary tbeory. As much as I know'í̂ *; 
the situation is especially the knowledge of the Germán literary theory 
of the beginning of the XIXth century quite an exception of American"'? M 
Spanish scholars, most of wbom do not know Germán. You are a very rare'J 
exception. 

The 1986 year of Acta Neophilologica will be in a way a : pí 
Mexican number, because besides your study I will also publish the bió«í 

grpahy of mine coúntryman, a Slovene who went to America and worked in? 
1 Sonora as a cloee $oworker of Kino.-His ñame was Marcus Antonius Kappus. 

As regards the first ñame your namesake. ; ; ^ 

I twill be very pleased to meet you if you have the chanee' 
to come to Yugoslavia. I am in July in Slovenia, not in Ljubljana, but 
at my weekend, the village of Zab¿}a vas in the valley of Poljanska Sorá 
abo e the small town Skofja Xoka. The best thing would be if you could : 

• 

inform me well ahead of the exact time of your arrival. 

I am very sincerely yours. Hope to hear from you 

yours ! I\AA A/) 
Kv weekend i8 some 36 kn diBtsnt f-remiñ.Míht1bn« 
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HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

OFFICE OF CAREER SERVICES 54 DUNSTER STREET 

CAMBRIDGE, MASSACHUSETTS 02138 
(617)495-2787 

Dr. Marco-Antonio Loera de la Llave 
(Ñame in full) 

is establishing a dossicr with this Office. 

Picase typc below a recommendation for the candidate and return this recommendation to the Office of Career Services at the 
address above. In evaluating the candidate you may wish to refer to his or her professional qualiñeations, character, experíence 
and potential. The Massachusetts Fair Employment Practices Law prohibits reference to the candidate*s age, race, religión, or 
ethnic origin. 

A letter of recommendation will be treated as a non -confidential letter unless it is accompanied by the candidate's signed statement waiving 
his or her right ofaccess to the letter (see Optional Waiver below). 

Ñame of recommender D r » José C r á t e r - M o r a Title 

Department 
City & Sute 
Signature 

(plcaie typc) 
Institution 

Date 

OPTIONAL WAIVER Under the terms of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of /074, as amended, I hereby waive my right 
ofaccess to this letter of recommendation. 

(Candidate'í signature) (Date) 


