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2049 Oak Street
San Francisco, Calif. 94117
June 12, 1967

Professor Jose Ferrater Mora

Bryn Mawr College
Bryn Mawr Pennsylvéania.

Dear Professor Mora:

I think that I was fcrmnate in accidentally finding youri;little
volume "Philosophy Todgy." ngnyed reading it very wmuch

and I would wish to have a ::np., selr if it can De had.

The volume that I dad rezd was burmwed froan the Public¢ Library,

I wish T had both the scaolarly reputation of William James ana
an audience so that I too could aing the praises for the work
as he dia for 3ergson in lauding "Creative Evolution" as he was
himselt writing his “A Plurdlistic Universe,.™"

- Perhaps,y with what I understand to be a crying snorate of teachers

I might gain through the back door whet I triedso hard to gain through
the front doory, amd in a small measure satisiy the craving of close

to a halr century by "giving of myself'in teaching. To attain

the achievenent of my aim; the still the yearning of my heart,

despite the obstacles or urphanhuod with its attendant finaucial
poverty and the iugpoverishmentor inspgiration and guldamnce through

the kb ck of = fethery, I kept wy aspirations alive for three decades
after Iw as graduzted from New Yorxk's € e mentary schools,

When time permitted because of the Depression, I made up for my lack
of hignschooling within one yecr and a summer by aittending tae
private prep schools one finds in New York City and passed CuB,
entering CCiY¥. My son entered at the saue time, I supported the

fa ®ly by working mghts. I wemnt on to the "candidacy" for the

Ph.D at YU in Pnilosopliye I had the severest .nsfortune befalling
any gredusate stucent and sad to say the Philo® Py Departments seenm
to be the warst offenders. Througn no fault of mine I had a series

OL Spansors, was coupelled to E‘t.ar't. new dissertation eflorts with

tne resultant Yloss oi tim&" wnhich was not allowed to me, In thece
efforts I could have written on what I now see as a thesis:in
"Historicism" though I was never advisednor guided pursuing the
ontological structure or Time as Time per se and not Time as

an historical process, The title of the disserteation was "Teaporalism
vs, Eternacisa,.'" The next effort was "The Relision of Natural isa,®

I had done an accepted chapter and a half when the sponsor resigned to
go to Cdlumbia (Albert Horstadtier) and the third effort was "a
Cricicsl Espposition of Bergson's Philosoply of Morels and Religion.®

I think that in my reading for this work I cwcue across Maricaints
coument in criticism Bergson that Morals slips throush one'!s Ifingers
and all one has left is his insight. Bergson is indeed alaost
impossible to m t one's teeth intoy it is like chasing a shadow,
especially in the teuper of the a0ts universities am especially

NYU and Columbia were imbued with the influence or poth the Pragma . ism
of Dewey and the Re-lism of Whitehead,

Opportunities tarough fhe years were always denied to me because
of the ¥k ¢k of the "union card" as a result of Acadeaic nonsense
and thechlldishhess or its gamesauanship. I might have a part-time
Job but the great yearninz is the degree and the satistactions it
has; it is a possession of wealth -- D r me.
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T now Imve time to ergsge in scholarship; I am juch too old in
chasiiy pedamry, cozzening for grades , and while I thm ght
myself capzble to meet anyone and apything, still there is much

to Thornton's and Woodwards Pschaoology of Learning that the curve
is downward., Moreover I cannot"co mpete" with the youngsters Just
fresh out of schoodk in adjusting to todsy, but I do have store
of backzro./nd which is in truth eternal in tnat it is mo fferent
todsy than what it ever has been. Plato, Aristotle, Socrates,
Bergson are &s true today as they were in my time. What is new
somewhzt are the Math Logics of Tarski, Quing,,Russell, and t®
Analysis of Wittgenstein, Ryle and Carpap. Bcsides, Oy own ‘leaning
is toward the Scholastice and their Ontolggists and Cosmolg isis .
T woula rather talk about the Worll ana all there is therein;

T would rather dis@ ss the various "o ncepts zbout that War iﬂ,"
rether than "talking aut talking." Herc, I miznt be out of stepj
but of what value arefwa ds" (Tillich; the wordgaume) ir there Dbe
no warld about which the words are to be used. But these are only
ny views, but I would talk about the world.

I wish I had the inspiration and its necessity to finisha

doctoral dissertation as my first effort to do more writing.

As I do not look upon Philo® phy as a "word game" but as an

attitude and an exok nation tnroigh which to adjust lifey to

woich Men could find sustention in their lives amd like the

"An thr opos" stand up to look upy perhaps in these parlous

time, I might make soae little contribution, To "write for the

sake of writinzg" is both futi le and "vain" for me. There mst be

a "transcemiental rezason," for doin; it - the tension far accouplish=
ment in tne hope of the reward.

Wanity" is justitiable., Throyh ity we strive and strain to
beco.e ever better and the tension gives significance to life.

s does sound Schopenhauerian, but it is true; "Vainness" is

the eupty bellowin; of an "appearance® for a "redl ity."

I hope that this letter might open up a friends ip, and ir there
are things you .aight ®k be eble to do for me THHOUGH YW & INILUENCE
or throuzh zn exchange of ideas I would be happys and eternally
greterul. II you have an extra copy of your book will you please
senc 1t to mey Dilling me i1or the e Xpense.

With greztest of a Gairation ana compliment,

_ with eve ood
wish anc deepest respect, e

C ially yar

| S
aacC ‘eénreich.

1 am much like Rd ert Frost. He t -. o
He,the ® el Prize, I having came sur.:? gﬁg%#ﬁﬁe%’}i&nﬁmﬁw wehth%Eld'

I could do with it, and of course having sanetuing to a1 ow ror %.abnr

ena lirc. There are NO other comparable values, Eut.h as walking

gaﬁr‘eling etc. One does not talk with people am I have no wish’

b i&q}ress the aberage man, but to be able to Join in with otherx
-€ainea societres and work through wark whic h the degree would

or ‘ight open in place or the eIy wasted years spent on the

most necessitous trivia that of waking a living.
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