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Deer Professor Mora: 

I think t ha t I was fo r túna te i n accidentalOy findiqg y © u r ? l i t t l e 
volume "Philosophy Todpy." I enjoyed reading i t veiy much 
and I wou¿} wish t o ¿ave a COR/ f ar ayselx i f i t can be had, 
The volurae tha t I diü read was borrowed f roa t n e Public Library , 

I wish I had both tlxe »cholar ly reputa t ion of William Jcoaes and 
an audience so t n a t I too could. s ing the p ra l se s for t he work 
as he dia for Beigson in lauaing "Creative Evolution11 as he was 
hiroselT wri t ing his "A P l u r i l i s t i c Universe ." 

Peibaps , with what I understand to be a cryii^g shorate of teachers 
I might ga in "ttirou^i the bacic door what I t r iedso hard to ga in through 
the front door, and i n a small measure s a t i s i y the cravipg of cióse 
t o a h a l l centuiy by "giving of ayseLf"in teaching. To a t t a i n 
t he achieve.aent of ay aim; the s t i l l the yearniag of iqy h e a r t , 
desp i te the obstacles or orpharihood with i^s a t tendant f inauc ia l 
poverty and the i.iipoverishmentoi* inspLration anüguidance thro%-h 
the ]ack of a fa ther , I kept ay asp i ra t ions a l i v e for th ree decades 
a f t e r I was gradué, ted from New York» 8 e .ementar/ schools , 

When time permitted because of the Depression, I made up for wy lack 
of hignschooling wi th in one year and a suiamer by avteixiing toe 
p r í v a t e prep schools one f inas in Hew York Ci1y and paesed Cî B, 
en te r ing CCÍY. Ify son entered a t 1he sa^ae t u i e . I supported the 
fa.i i ly by working nLghts. I went on to t he "candi dacy" for the 
Ph.D a t NYU in Pellos Q?fy> I had the severes t . jisfortune befallii^g 
any gradúate stuoent and sad to say the Philoa> ply ¿Jepartments seem 
to be the warst orfenders . Through no f a u l t or mine I had a s e r i e s 
ox sponsors, was coujpelled t o s t a r t new d i s s e r t a t i o n e f fo r t s with 
the r e s u l t a n t " loas or timo11 which was no t allov/ed to rae. I n the^e 
e f fo r t s I could have w n t t e n on what I now see as a theáiSwin 
"Historicism" though I was never adviseonor guided pursuing the 
onto logica l s t r u c t u r e oí* Time as Time per se and not Time as 
an h i s t o r i c a l process . The t i t l e of the di s s e r t a t i o n was "Témporalism 
v s . Eternas i s a . " The neatt e f fo r t was "The Religión or Natural ism,n 

I had done an accepted chapter and a ha l f when the sponsor resigned to 
go to caiumbia (Albert Hoi'stadter) and the t h i r d e f f o r t was "A 
CrioicuL Bxposition of 3ergson 's Philosoply of Moráis and Religión.11 

I th ink t ha t in ny reading for t h i s wonc I carae aoross Mari-oain's 
cotament in c r i t i c i s m 3ergson t ha t Moráis s l i p s throu¿h one 's fangers 
and a l l ene has l e f t i s h i s i n s i g h t . Bei^gson i s indeed aleaos t 
impossible t o pa t one ' s t e e t h i n t o : i t i s l ike chasiqg a shadow, 
especia l ly in t he t eape r of ttie 4 0 ' s univers i tLes am especia l ly 
NYU and Colambia were i.abued wilii the inxluence oí feoth the Pra^mauLsm 
of Dewey and the B&alism of Whitehead. 

OpportunitLes througlí #ie years were always denied to rae because 
of the 3e ck of the "unión card" a s a r e s u l t of Acadeaic nonsense 
and thecMLdishiiess or i t s games-nanship. i mi^l^ have a par t - t ime 
áob but the g r e a t yearning i s the degree and tne s a t i s f a c t i o n s i t 
h a s : i t i s a possess ion of wealth — firme. 



I now te ve t ime to en¿age i n s c h o l a r s h i p ; I am j u c h too oíd i n 
cnas±s pedan t ry , cozzening for grades , and while I ttan gh t 
nyse l f cape-ble t o meet anyone and any tbxng, s t i l l t h e r e i s nach 
to Thornton 's and Woodwards Pschoology of Learning t h a t t h e curve 
i s dovmward. Moreover I cannotr tco npete" w i th the youngsters J u s t 
f resh ou t of schoo* i n ad jus t ing t o today, b u t I do nave mr s t o r e 
of bacsgro/nd which i s i n t r u t h e t e r n a l i n t n a t i t i s no dLfferent 
today than what i t ever has been . P l a t o , A r i s t o t l e , S ó c r a t e s , 
Bergson a re a s t rue too^y as th*y were in ny t ime , What i s new 
somewhat a r e t h e Math Logics of T a r s k i , Qu ine , ,Russe l l , ana tte 
Ana lys i s of Wi t tgens t e in , Ryle and Carpap. B¿s ides , my own lean ing 
i s toward t h e S c h o l a s t i c s and the i r On to log i s t s and Cosaolig i-sts • 
I v. o- la r a t h e r t a l k about the WorB ana a l l t h e r e i s t h e r e i n : 
I would r a t h e r d i s o ss the var ious "aoncepts about t h a t Wa^la," 
r a t h e r than " t a l k i n g ah> u t t a l k i n g . " Her<-, I mignt be ou t of s t e p j 
b u t of what valué are"wor d s " ( T i l l i c h j t h e wordgame) i r t h e r e be 
no worid about v/hich t h e v/ords a re to be used . Bu t these a r e only 
iiy v iews , bu t I would t a l k about t h e w o r l d . 

I v i s h I had t a e i n s p i r a t i o n and i t s ñ e c e s s i t y t o f i n i s h a 
d o c t o r a l d i s s e r t a t i o n as ay f i r s t e f f o r t t o do more w r i t i n g . 
As I do no t look upon Philo© phy as a "»vord game" b u t as au 
a t t i t u d e and an ex^ iana t ion tnraugh which to a d j u s t l i f e f t o 
w-:ich Uen could f ina s u s t e n t i o n i n t h e i r u v e s axü l i k e the 
"Anthropos11 s tand up to look up$ perhaps i n t h e s e p a r l o u s 
time* I oiight malee soae l i t t l e con t r i bu t i on # To " w r i t e f o r t h e 
salce of w r i t i n j 1 1 i s both futi l e a i d "vain" fo r me* There iaast be 
a " t r anscenden ta l r eason , " f o r doixt" i t - t&e t e n s i ó n f<r accomplish-
33nt i n tne hope of the rev/ard, 

"Vanity" i s j u s t i c i a b l e . Thro i^x i t j v/e s t r i v e and s t r a i n t o 
beco^ae ever b e t t e r and the t e n s i ó n g ives s i g n i f i c a n c e t o l i f e # 
i m s does sound Schopenhauerian, b u t i t i s t r u e ; "Vainness" i s 
the emply be l lowin j of an "appearance" f o r a " r e á L i t y . " 

. 

• 

I hope t h a t t h i s l e t t e r .iñght open up a f r i e n d o i p , aixl i r t h e r e 
a r e th ings you -aigit x x be ab le t o do for me TffiCUGH YOJK INÍTJIKNCE 
or through an excha%e of ideas I v/ould be hapjy, and e t e m a U y 
g r ¿ . t e r u l . ix ' you have an ex t ra copy o f your boo i w i l l you p l é a s e 
send i t to me, b i l l l n g me í o r the expense* 

With g r e a t e s t of a d . t í r a t ion ana compliment, and with every good 
wish aia deepest r e s p e c t , 

i a l l y y a i r 

*c ¿¡Tiren: aac itfirenreicn. 

i ^ í l ^ l í , ^ k r ? R d ) e i í Í ^ o s t . He too yearned for soaetaáng wxthheld. 
He , the iTcoe l P n z e , I havtog come so cilose to the Ph.D, a& ¿fcat,T 
I could do w i th x t , and of course having sanet l i ing t o anow í o r l a b o r 
ana l i i o . There a re NO o t h e r comparable v d u e s , suóh a s walking. 
t r a v e l i p g e t c . One does no t t a l k wi th people a m I have no wish 
to r ap ress t h e aberage n^n, but to be a o i e to joxn i n w i t a o t h e i * 
xn leaxnea s o c i e t x e s and work through work whi: n the degree would 

aiany 
muau necessx-oous t r x v i a t n a t of ¿aaking 
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