
Apt# 3, 
361 Washington St«, 
Somerville, 

Mass 02143 

April 22nd, 1970 

Dear Professor Ferrater-Mora, 
I am wr i t ing to you a t the suggestion of Professor 

Juan Marichal of Harvard Universi ty, with whom I spoke yesterday • I should add 
t ha t I ara a teaching fellow i n the Harvard English Department engaged upon my 
t h e s i s a t the present time, and my enquiry concerns the matter of my 
d i s s e r t a t i o n t o p i c 

Br ief ly i I am concerning myself with the is land 
motif in the l i t e r a r y imagination—as an archetype, a topographical metaphor— 
and one of the aspeets I am exploring i s the use of the is land as a kind 
of r i t u a l arena where man i s face to face with elemental problems and 
basic c o n f l i e t s , separated from the r e s t of mankind# I t has been pointed 
out t o me tha t Ortega uses the metaphor of the b u l l r i n g in a s imi lar manner; 
in pa r t i cu l a r , I am t ry ing to t rack down a reference where the l i n e a r Chr is t ian 
ques t , where obstacles are met and overeóme, i s compared to a more aecurate 
descr ip t ion of l i f e ' s s t ruggle .with the image of man in a bu l l r i ng facing 
the same problem(i0e0 the bull") a l l h i s l i f e # This may be a garbled versión 
of what Ortega saya or i t may be a composite of h i s many references to t h i s 
cen t ra l metaphor i n the Spanish consciousness. I am handicapped by my i n a b i l i t y 
to read Spanish and my layman's knowledge of Ortega. I was wondering whether 
you might be able to he lp . 

The r e f e r e e — i f I should have suf f ic ien t 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n to use i t— w i l l be a l l u s i v e and suggestive in nature within 
the context of my t h e s i s . However^it i s the kinfl of c ros s - cu l tu ra l i l luminat ion 
I find &• i n t e r e s t i n g to explore, even i f I am not able to pursue i t very 
f a r , 

Yours s ince re ly , 

Roger Bowen 


