March, 14, 1985

Dear Mrs. Pollard,

I apologize for my belatednese in answering your letter
of March 6, My only, or only valid, ezouse is that I
could say littls about the matter until we ocould talk
with Jaime, and know what is in his mind. Jaime and

Ted have apent this week-end with ue; we would certaibly
be pleased to have Ted again, whenever he wishee to oome.

Ted is supposed to ring you up to-night ao that the
present latter may oontain little, if anything, that you
will not hear from Ted himself, As you probably reocall;
we had no inkling of Jaime's project to go to Europe with
Ted this aummer until you called us. Then ve told Jaime
that although we had. spent all our savings during our
sight-month stay in Europe, and we are presently having
more ezpsnses than sometimes we can afford, we wers willing
to give him the money for a trip to Burope with Ted in
aceordance with your estimate of the expensee in which he
would inour, 'By no means did we diseuade him from going
if he wanted to go. HNoyr did we enacourage him to go sinoce
he is supposed to decids things by himself. In ‘other
vords, if he wanted to make the trip with Ted, that was
all right with ue, 5o we assumed t};at everything would
procsed as projected and echeduled. Jeo 5oL

Then he sesmed to hesitate about the whole matter, and
at that time we told him that.if he had committed himself
to make. the trip with Ted h b commi¢iment,
Unfortunately, the matter seems to De out of our hands.
As you probably know, Jaime reosives regularly psiehiatréc
treatment, Ae a matter of faot, if you know that, you know
as mych ae we 'do,” We' have called his doctor at least twice
and have asked him his opinion about Jaime's state of mind,
posatbilities for improvement,. and, of course, the degree
of probability for him going to Europe nest summer, The
result of our ealling the doctor was more or l;;l about
the same as if we had not aalled him at all, is partioular
dootor =~-and, it would seem, most pc{d(ntrtun nowadays=-
stanohly refuses to give amy information about ‘the patient's
aourse. His answers to the effsct are both short and ourt:
"I am sorry but I don't want to have anything te do with
the parents” (exaept, I suspect, sending them the bills,
which he oertainly does). Onee he has produced the above
etatement, he refuses to produce any other, and convedsation
with him becomes a momologue. As you will né doubt understand
we are in thie respect as distressed, if not more,. tham you
may be; after all, the dootor in question is treating Jaime
and not John Smith. Ae a consequence, not only ve sannot
Ziu- yo@ any information coneerning the doctor’s opinion
ut we begin to have serious doubts about whether we will

-

ever receiva any information ourselves.
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I asked Ted this morning about Jaime's plans, since
. we cesumed that he would tell Ted probably more than he
‘would tell us,

Acoording to Tdd (and in tune with Jaime's
_oun answver to our questioning him on the {ssue),

Jaine
_seems to sonsider that he will need a aontinuation of the
treatment during the summer, and that this vill prevent him
L from fulfilling the origimal project.

In faot, hovaver,
he hae not yet madafhie mind, and hae promised Ted to give
him a final and definitive answer vithin the nezt two Veeks,

- Ne éan assure you that we are very sosry about the whole
affair but we feel that Jaime should fase responsabilities
i pather than transfer them to his parents' shouldere.

It peyohiatrio treatmerMt doeent help the patient to dq‘that,
I wonder what it does.
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That te all I can say for the moment; I wish I ocould
ay mMore, ’

Very cordially
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