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250 Douglass St reet 
San Franc isco, C a l i f o r n i a 
December 20, 1965 

Dear Mr* Ferrater Mora, 

I appreciate your sympathy about my encounter w l t h the s t r e e t - r u f f l a n . 
1 am recoveréd—the soreness is gone--and I aro not preoccupied now by 
I ts having happened. I do take care fu l precautlons I f I am to go ou t 
a f t e r dark , however. 

The news concern i ng your own encoqnter w i t h Mrs. Crenshaw Is d l s -
couragíng. I should l i k e to th ink t ha t tha t Bureau of hers could serve 
my purposes, but probably 5t c a n ' t . I shal I do two th íngs . The f l r s t 
Is to w r i t e Mrs . Crenshaw hersel f t e l l i n g her what those wlshes of mine 
are accordlng to whlch Qhe says thíngs wl I I "proceed." We sha 11 see 
what rep ly I g e t . The second—and th l s ís the more Impor tant—is to ask 
Mr, Leblanc I f he would be w i l l l n g to place a l e t t e r f o r roe ¡n your 
hands. He was gsing to place one ¡n the Bureau fo r handy use a f t e r he i s 
gone to Europe, and I daresay he has by now done t h l s . But I have no 
conf Idence whatsoever tha t I c o u l d , needlng that that slmgle l e t t e r be sent 
somewhere, wr i te to Mrs. Crenshaw and have i t ac túa I I y sen t . ¿he would 
l l k e l y send everv other l e t t e r and not t ha t one. 

•-. 

I have now mal led o f f to Mrs. Ze ld tn a Christmas ca rd—th l s I had 
very much i n mlnd dolng» Thank you fo r her address. And i t is most k ind 
of Mr. K l ine to w r l t e again to her about me. But don ' t count on any th lng . 
She wrote me las t summer that they had found a person for the replacement 

appointment, and that he seemed qu i te good. He was a young man from 
Chicago, as I recaí I , and heves c r l p p l e d w i th p o l i o , and he badly needed 
a decent f i r s t - y e a r appointment t o enable him t o prove tha t he cou ld car ry 
out academic du t ies p r o p e r l y . Now I f he has t u rn td out to be a good person, 
I should t h i n k the College might wel l want to ask him to s tay and that he 
might want to s t a y . 

• - , • • 

Ano ther plece of informat Ion about my s l t u a t l o n he r e . A shor t ago 
1 decl iner i an oppor tun i ty here t o "compete with1 1 one of the men present l y 
In the Department of P h í l . at San Francisco State Col lege f o r the job he 
himsel f holds here now. His hold ing of h i s own job turns out to be not a 
secure t h l n g , though I understand hewents passionately to remaln here 
(h is wlfeKKX holds an appointment in a co l lege nearby ) . I was to ld tha t 
1 might Joln the "compet i t ton" for h is job and tha t other people elsewhere 
would be being I n v i t e d t o do s o 5 ^ l thought about t h i s and concluded tha t 
i t could only be sharp ly dlsadvantageous fo r me t o j o i n such a competí t b n . 
There are several reasons f o r my judgment, among them these: ( I ) I susQ 
pect t h a t , despite al I , the person w i l l actual ly be reappointed to h is 
p o s i t i o n i (2) he teaches symbollc log ic courses about ha I f the t ime, and i f 
the Department should decide against him, they would be almost forced to 
seek somebody competent in symbolic l o g i c ; (3) I feel tha t i t would be 
very hampering to me to be seeking another appointment openly, as I am 
already do lng , and ye t to be seeking at the same time one—and an extremely 
urvl ikely one At t h a t — h e r e . 
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Now, a remark about my work here. Perhaps the Department here should 
j u s t o f f e r me t he i r post and be done wi th 1 t? Their not o f f e r i n g i t t o me 
means perhaps t h a t 1 am judged to be a poor bet? W e l l , perhaps. ° u t , 
i n that event , they are wrong. tX Two (out of t h i r t y - t h r e e ) students 
In my Plato class have made i t plaln to me and probably to others as wel l 
t ha t they d i s l i k e me and al I I stand f o r j they themselves care only about 
logtc and l l n g u i s t J c phílosophy and despise what they r e f e r to as the 
"b iograph ica l datfl¿' of the h i s t o r y of phí losophy, But many o f the others 
have made I t c l ea r t h a t they Mke my approach and my encouraging them to 
f i n d the l r own waysof t h i n k i n g and working In phílosophy» And some of 
those others are working very we l l indeed. In any event I knw myself 
frcrn d i r ec t observet ion t h a t , on the whole, my classes here have gone 
f a i r I y wel I and of tent imes qu i t e wel I* Once in a whl l e , a dul I c lass 
session takes p lace, and doubtl ess t ha t is my f a u l t . But general ly my 
classes are markdd by a l o t o f d iscussÍon--and i n t e r e s t i n g d iscuss lon , 
too—and my students are obviously responsive to what I say. l spend a 
great deal of t ime, moreover, ou ts lde of c lass con fe r r ing wi th them about 
t he i r papers (and the i r t roub les , i n some cases) ; you can guesshow much 
time th i s is cons ider íng how many students I have. They seem apprec íe t i ve 
of t h i s ; and f o r my part I am apprec la t i ve of the fact t h a t the papers 
submit ted to ms have shown, in many cases, very goodminds put t o hard 
work. I .am Impressed by many of these students here—even some of those 
who work f o r t y hours a week a t Jobs, and take two o r three courses bes ides, 
t a l k and wr i t e very wel I , and i t i s exci t ing to watch them as P la ton lc 
d ia log jes get under t h e i r s k i n . One f i n e , b r igh t chap i n my In t roductory 
Phi losophy c lass—th 1* one c lass went poor ly a t f i r s t , but I worked extremely 
hard t o get I t on the r i g h t t rack and I di d a t l a s t succeed, I think--cerne 
i n * « the other dey to say w i t h a b lush t h a t , though he has e ^ e c t e d t o go 
i n to the automotive business because he " loves c a r s , " he has, reading and 
th ink ing about the Apoloqy and the Gorqias. come to feel tfasraowstoxrf&i 
"ashamed o f " himself f o r h ls "neg lec t of important t h i n g s . " ÍHe hadn ' t 
read the Symposiumf by the way; he d i d n ' t know about A l c i b i ades ' s shame.) 
I by no means urged him to desert h i s plans for an automotive (and moneyed) 
f u t u r e , but I d id warn him that the " d i s q u i e t " (h l s word) he now feels 
may become a hunger. 

Men and women students l i k e t h i s ( l ' v e good ones of both sexes, 
and I very much l i k e teaching men and women together) de l igh t me. But 
even I f there were a ser ious oppor tun i t y f o r me to stay in San Franc isco , 
I should have to turn I t down, \ bel leve. I must seek l i gh te r dut jes I f 
such are to be had. These are k i l l i n g . 
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A f i n a l remarks I f you f i n d yoursel f i n c l i n e d to disapprove of my 
re fus ing t o "compete" fo r he other person's Job here, pléase do bear 
¡n mlnd that I myself have to be the one to make such a dec is ión as l ' v e 
made. I myself have to weigh^ considera t i ons and make the best judgments 
I can and then ac t on these. 

I do not at al I r eg re t coming fo r th is year to San Francisco» On 
the c o n t r a r y . l ' v e had exce l len t p rac t t ce in a var ie ty o f t h i n g s . 

Sincere I y , 
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