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tHE EDON01\rrC� ])EVELOPIV.œIlT OF CA�J_'ALONIA IN

The fi�ht for the industrialization

of Catalonia.

� Ji?¡; i� vvell }Eno�lhe eytraoli'dinaryjdevelopment of

Catalonia �n the XIX (nineteenth) century� has been

descI'ib1ed: as an endless cl��e, of successes¡ o.nly paralized,.
by thé Lncomp c+ence of' thé politicians of the Central

, el
of the men who fàvoured •
Both of th��played with the,

,

I?rosp'erity of Catalonla, forgetting the econ'omicll reallties
..

Goverment and the fancies
«a.k

free-� theories.

oonstant, ,not' uniform, and so it could not reach the
.

� �

tr:i.ple finality that today callacteriaes W\.M* more

� �.
industrialized nations. :E�irst, the growth of a powefull

mining and metalurgical vl1du.stF�T. SéCondly, the development
,

oí' a strong textile indus'btVr�ird, the organization of

the production, towards free:'�� and compete� in

foreign markets without monopolies or importation or

exportation tari1'fs,.
Al.]L of' the pr!?eedlng does not take away!but adds merm,'

to,the �ffort 'made by Catalonia businessmen of the century.
.

'

I
Investigating the original documents about the process of

,) .

the industrialization of Catalonia, it is Jasy to rf1�lize •

�,..,...... ��� ��'N.I � 5·,...�
the d-:ioproEloriiion between the 1.� S;pauiPilB: pOB�rbi11t'±-es

the projects that were

------------��M�
==��������

the Catalonian businessmen, with

rared exceptions, only created the small text�lj í'actdœy

anà. little shop so tipical e..t tüe end of tnat century,

it was mainly because of�lmOPilt inexissj;�i{ mineral wealth
,.

of cataloniaj,t lÜBtory Pf10VCel.1
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Th� industrial d-eeaél:ene-e agter the war of' Independence.
�U4.

1'he XIX century starts under the best �JQeCtsogo¡? After

the first two wars oí' the llLevolution, the .Peace Treaty oí'
.

. o1-W�.Amiens bnough.t back" calm ta the p eopLe :î.:n the Occit16l1 il of

ft.<...
�

Europe. As a result of the penlng .� of �e ee� iFce
. '/llIM ovw

wi th America., once the En.glish Blcwkade �l!"lË!:9Q",..' and the impor-
,

'�
tation of a great number of' silk-�p,:;j"Jémors and 100ill7e/f1t/fJ/e/e;,--,
there were hop e s rar a =: development of the text:i.l indus­

l�
try. This industrial enthusiasm, in a mome�hen pric2s were

at I maximum, put into action �lHit plans/as the building
in Bar-e eLona of the í'irst steam engine for� ind�try •

.....:."..J "

It, was, designed and bl,l�lt by :B"ri;lncesc s'antponts, professor
of me.cha�ical �;(.ring at the Lon¥H of Barcelona¡ ,
and J'acint Ramon, ar�actory, -owner .

i-l +1 Si [:íos) '] b _w ; 2 ii•.

Hath of them were lD), t l? elate wi th, the rest of �uro'oe in
• • _

�� <l� 1_ '

, . aj.. .J.,thelr technlcal RRXlIJœREX knowl.edge , It lS � lnteres:r-
.LJb/.i. - � Si.,.,_. p.(A.. w"M � � ��

��,/7IIH to #! known , .ET pI':í.vi J ege gi 1l:@;l te tsiru:ú rIa ,.
¡

• experimenJlwith a steam engine in 179u. n.Jw� � J .. Q. W�.
The comúer-cf.af, almanacs of the t.ime, ij:ust before the Napoleo-
nic; invasion, show the res�ts of half century of 'Ï18ver�
@e'8 sil ng ef�fort/:..)

Gn IbO? more than lu.UOO (Tenthousand) peoplè were

employed in the differe� spinning, weaving and cptton pri�ühg
f t

' 01 �� � �
-1-1". ''"' -. f 15 t

. '..
t

JI. -

ac Orle$" �(Were 3:n vuO n�eJ? ° o. l\lex In amper- anee,11'W"
J

were the 2b5 workshops speCialiE�in silk-stokings.
,

Silk and wool weaving held a secondary pLacaç. 9iEE;.!iIipbiÏ:3n li4¡;',Y:ê
"-'"

e.t'=lg¡'. 1£=:;;'1;, (jutaIs., aîffi"= hl a èhe:r:
..

8 Erlng9::r' :ra9:1;ori�� ..
t

Not far from Barcelona, Matara had some impoTtant�-
stO(Jdng; and =-t factori es. Sabadell and 'lla,rrasa

•

specialiced Gil wool,and Igualada cand Valls,. in the,p'Tocess
of tanning. Up in the inland Valleys, Olot/wi th 30 sp�nni:r¡g

,

and _stocking factories/ was on its way to indust;taljz'ation.
IIi/)o -:ft is �o l?Je l'ema��he growing importance of:tt¿ork �[ndl�g

in the Low ArIglrdan'/;".. � ..... k �.. (i�
The War of Independenoe JIlHEXD produced a very de�p

orisis. B:ritish and Prench Armies fought on Spanish'soil ..,

.J.1u._
. Both introducep. their products in"t'the country" F;oàoFie
t\Atvs� * fU;J "u..¡w,¿
.;aalbole: XL Tl'èlliéls and Josep M. î"onçane O:!'e also of thi s

f
.

�in:;j"QR. In those momen�s of confusion the number of



o
honest merchants was much smàRer �han�he-nunùLe��__�

. k/*'" ' a..u '� .

merchant sm�ers. V1f we add to �rvne Wft-l---I'"a�I-11-5--m�ld

destr<acti5 the fact t� ')5..�� main Gatalonian harbours were

Çin ]'rench
_ h!!fj.� and� J]pr�sg;j.llg of iiae American i3panish

�� 001oniesr£i��t against the �nie� .L',¡spoleonic LToverment� S'F"
-t1 �� and later against the ::5panish Goverment itsel�, VIe can

��I nderstarid the depression into wich tne
� Ca'ta1onia cht! the XVI.LI century� sanck ,

__ .. ,,,,,

-----

�
,

eoovery. 'wá�-;: hard -¡¡a'O$. }l'irst -�:f ell the Ame-
C!!;,J �.,��

rican mar-cxet what gene:bally 'iWd LiLa- take� about two thirds of

the,� 'o�t/was lOS� H,eSia�s�internatiOnal
,

economiC" Jribidi." was �n�",�;�el.i��A'a..very 'big' decrease, cM tradr;d, businessy��-í'or iiQ@ �

international side" In spai�e monarchy was so weak I ,

that catalonian Jusiness men fe�t that .thE?Y could not,
Vv� vot..'in any matin�have confidence in the nJar .future.

When the absolutist period of

ldl�'
.5-1d20 was

� ,

f'o Ll.owed by a period of consti tuti_onal.. '�le tbe
, r

.t.uropean marcketi w� partially ��.ed, the industries
(ID..... L J J:""YIAL. �. "

of l¡�ry I.ao.de ;¡;¡!l:8IS a re9QV�;Y:. l:T4wes of this r-eco very
are í'o'tlhd i� the gr=i;-er activity of th@, JU1').TA DE CÒll!Œ.tWlù,4V\.,� .aivJ- I' ?�IQ,'&.,.;.:::c.o.e:t,W.�\ñ::,h.;;...::':,'.J(f,Junta oí' commer-ce ) , in the \�r tJatalonlan products �

3

Barcelona during 1t322,lÍvIthe increasing number-
�) <-..��"r-.Jt7-nd,,,,the � tfîIáde -bypt'Udald Jaumandreu to the Gortes

, nif�-""j.,# @� in defense f Pno t ec t í.on.l sm;�
o�,..

But this bl eeR of optimism (WE!S not going to last for a� .

�',-- �),- �.
'

;� Y\.eV/�:tong time. Aribau ttnnks th..t the cause Ol 1-1; Vrlf-::S the 10sl

of factories

�rrnc.)n-J...

of 'the Latin American C&ilida;.d.es, the increfB3ing numb er of

smugl�rs, tr-ie yellow. fJ�er
.. , the. wa:p 'and the�'�axes

. , � {j&4I� �\

]fut on, eQlm:�Qil?oe and industry. :gea4-±� the h$rdest blow W[;IS

given by the tlecond french ocupation#� of the
� T��"'�of'

courrtr-y ,
. The arrival 'of the Qi,,¡¡, !�j 1 "OJ áOS�cle San Luis,

�th '-�t' .,¡;;¡,. •

�
. e same

consecuence� � ne AX�:&. prevlous

invasion:. four years, í'rom 182a to 1t327 of foreign
intervention, 'of smugling, and ��n of the 'opan:lsh
mar-ckéf by Freno�' t@)cGil mgnuf'actures o And so Aribau

, � �tAv w-vi1-4w _ -r:- _

...

�t
J4" • .

"

n le24,
Il 1lhe .,'.

I

.of the f'actorieà are closed, the looms are

covered wí th dust;' the workers are bet:ging in t1:1e streets."



It W8,S the year of max ímum depression. But from th;i.9 ;:zear G'l\,
'f..A.SI�'

/4;4, wi th a more normal situation, the prices start ï ev��g �,
� and the downwar-d trend of business ��i;SiPl:�"�"::���1\312 ,��.L
starts to ease off. �i o iii tbe stS1Hi t}';¡'� t the j nellJ str;r

�e ffl:Ome.lI Ls Wb �m&@nlH!-stax4 a l'dg recovoI, �

A lot of facts demonstrate that the path�t in 18uB
, �

was found agmâm :L-n 10:27. l!;verywhere in Ua-¡;alonia new "

f' t' �� t
" !- t'

rn ��manu �....����!I:�"es
are pU arruo pr-ae t a o e .. �ue _w'e;

�h };oo;;;:.� f.;L��� :Lhey go to l!;ngland and ,J!'rance

to learn �� thBt� ORe be Mmtri1Eii:JEB:RllI 'HH�f"_,;¡,l.l 8mLnê...,w,
.,---

_ - _, ��.¡.. .J

andr Ban be appLí.ed to c:atalonian industry with�ccess.
. w#5� d...,-o-II t(J. 1-1.& s� b�

��erthdraw'al oi' the li'rench Army in a HloeT1'1ent that
��y

, mtQt::¡;:el� '1' I� ;¡} b r th
."

a :t'ro ea a OTIlan po i.a cy was �L y samu 0- __ E:; muns-

f�
ters of the monar-chy 1 as Lopez Hallesterros, friend of �

�,,�,l-,��� .

th' ��
�d of Catalonia. 1.'h. explains e�!Jj t ;;¡;;¡;;g¡[i""" i i i in

"",,'c)I... � IN k.. "¿t;._ W ""'" '" �

oí' the rrovlslonal 1:ariff oí' 1028, �i; "P ....:tt :Î::iRtO Qf':¡;'Qot tho
��� �..U� �11.

-,

,���r� ;J;';,f;;'1Jf ueto·b�Hj_2'''' 'ihat o,feetod -I;ZF2 t]:;¡;vga€l.s

�his manun ct r-er-a or-gamaa't í.cn rea.lly existed; it was the

old IICom{s:LOn of bpimüng, Wehv1.ng and (otton pru.rrt i ng"

'that had come to life again in� H326. :l'his almost

cLamde s to.ne organization �1.�d been �wing under the protection,

of both the Jun-�a ofy_O!�;: erce BBd the Company of (Jotton ('fv't� /
(,btu' � l ... .",.,· � .'"",�'" Ie( � J!=, ()

.

� .inr'Luenced EnE: by �¿?-!..t..burgOiS restless\:lesire
í'or te�KnOwledge andtfiberali>J1ll, í'rom le26 on, ��
always -ebel'eiIded the inters.sts of Catalonian Lndue tz'y , �J

w í��
aiA-o, �-:i::.e::::::a� to be considered the i� of new ca-

pitals in the 1C;�taloni�,n industry as a res�lt of the f�
't-t...(. ��� IN'

.

de-ij;:;l,.Qn of = ï;p;l;;¡J;J:ooooe 8:f the�st ::spanlhs colonies oi'

À)r
Amermc§:..; '±:Iatoly âhêi1C ha5 beon a ínvoot1getiop ç!êJrjQ� the

A,-

case of the Hasc brothers, 11:mo y' chavar-L, who camo to J:larce-

lana around lt319 and � the city ,rthe center of' tl:lier ampc r--

4

�he slight industrial
�V4
recupel'aLrun of 1(527 to Id34
� ��

..

-Jo-
a :;;?a:'rk in the--e-a-:ctalC:ilIi�1�27 ( stands as

ef numeor onlJT inf'Œíor to 80. If the minister took tui
� �,�c:.k,.f

meueur-e it w, s because he saw in a true manufacturing

organi sation, that he could help and sustain ve: tblnis au'thor-aty.

tant com.ner-o
í

a.L and financial transaotions wi th the l� ew

World, tJpa1n and England. �heir cao í. tal W.':ó'S mainly invested
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I
in the soap and textil industry. Soon, between Ib27 and Ib29,
more money was invested on uatalonian industy, now from

_

Cuban� f'or instanc�.xifr/ and lmell.. In ihM

island, the last Colony of the i:>panish Crovm, the biggest in-
S�

terests on the .:¡;;)eg:cr¡ trade, suggar, tOEbacoo and�
tanning C:mmzRXg]!DŒRX�de wer-e in cata� hands •

.beG-ause of all those circumstances there is, between

Id29 and Id33 an evident expansion of the Ind\11r&_çE: throughout
the country. We know of it in t'irst place by � r�lat3:-ûn of
�� IJ/ �.uP� ,

c·eil1t!?il;�..ed,ars 40 tno sp01�E1itur'08 m'i' the ÜOilllJis:lÎiómof_factories.
show

}!'igures @p:JlE those t'actsj the existence in Bar-ce.Lona of

90 cotton apa.nr.n.ng rac tor-a es , 19<3 cotton weavmg f'ac tor-a ee ,

and :,6 cotton pr-arrt í.ng factories, ��_ .16, 46 and 2 ,,_,�
were really modern industrial uuits.

In SeCOYldrfPIace" there is the �l of .pere Antoni viglü el'" .�

'""""'"
. vM-4/ �-w' � �� �

to apply B:yàrs)JJ:i e eP.-É'r'��aw;'�90�� .L'fi tJsird plEtee;

the perill�r the buildIng of do sep jjO�Plata" s. factory.,
""'

perrn.:i·� gi"if'Sn XE: by 20, Id.31. ÎÍEl vapor"

(ste81n -L b1ii 1833. 1'he Ho:qa-
w<.rvk.)-

plata were orIgInally from .sa.í.Lerrt , and had hGan wOr'King in
�

,

+ng.Land , where thoy had bought; patents of some spinning and

weav.íng machines and where they had also acquired a deep

knoJiedge as to the use of steam as a power resource.

'llhei-rjPfJ.8IlS ware to build a f'ao tor-y wnere

the t..hree forces of the new industrial world would meet:'

,J-� ¡.W.. w�.Lt.. i", vt- �� �

the n;teta1urt-SYtrrtne textil and st eam 'b"iÍu@g 'J:.rVa, (Véry strong col-

aboration. In r,'laQ,rid Gaspar de l-iemis� coi:llperated with -'Gnem,
and in J::larcelona important i'actory�sFJoan Hull, Josep

li'iralt, b'riquel vilaregut and valentjr. Bsparo, who boo8:f!io =tb�

.m:evv f'ac LOry tread, Md v�heS8 ]:leme d08sPOt show vp in any of the
A·v.-.."

--- 2:>.
hahi tua]: liio4ïo!'ic nèMa, r'ounded the �;;i,ety 1,(.bOnaplata, \ J..

I w./,W¡J"., �. �

vilaregut, Hu1.L and ()Q 11 (::>eptember 30, I(31),�
cap:ital of 15u.uuO, qatalonian pounds, �::i,.;J.taJ ent to

CL.6(.IO.(�I"ealeb. ,:,che contract was for five years, but the r-:
so2i "'r�solved =- the revolutionary storm of 1835.

Howev�l V�por
II sets in 1832 the starting point for the

reSUrg�f Catalonian industry.
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��
THE effortsbpfmErlti toWard:; � solid

industrial structure

The crisis that had appear-ed in CE. talonia after the
�

'Nar of Independence�� been �eI'a: t'ed and the cr-a.s i s

e.xperi� by tpe world of' business in Ib34 did not
�--":). .

stop the in:i:tio,iii � eS of Catalonian ,1ndustriaJ..Es�,who
risked their capitals � any � business... j,y doing �I H-¡created the :possibili t� * a, ,come back at th� moment when

circumstances would be�. �his period, up to the crisis

of 18�4 is very important for the study of the�
..� À"fI�

economi�
ô

eve Iopement , Oil its balane-e depended the f1l1ture

structure 01' the country. Up to today:, the knowledge of

this peniod has been rather sup e.r-t'Lcd.a.l and contradictory.

So i-I:;s study is of great importance.
f�the middle of the XVrII century Ca't�lonia had been

awakenJby the textil industry. During XXXE epochs of big

depressions,. wars and invasions, spinning and weav.íng had

remained alive, mainly � because they were the kj_nd of ; ctivi-
, �dM

ty 'th,at coula. be Qè:f'tmded by the work ?f the famil�L1or ar-t
í

sans ,

OnlytháJ.:s way ttl i� lpossible to understand the reason that �,li\.:::::!)
-.f}¡, ��� ¡.4,._�' ot. r�;I4dJe the textil industry �F alive,r= signof 'lf3,.¿gJ j t;y:,

when the economy as a whole started its reouperation.
tw����The business men of �cr)j¿diCtl expanded firml�T and slowly,
�

never minding the à:o 1'9l11'ct.lrs, including the ones ¥!EEMxEE1ÎX:CQ:
of the f,:>even ears ancl EspE).rtero' s

regency (Year 1830- 1844 when prices went down again) •

.

It 'l.Jould be difficult to mepsure this ,expensict:on or to look

for its causes.. It :Ls possible that � _. - --·---tion
AA) v;i.èj��a

with the supplies to the libera� Army and with the incr�ase,

i-(,..L \AJM _.aJ.�(A •

01' the orders t'rom America ..'rfTo � ±IlrE thCê.se facts we

f'Lnd a shortage of figl;:tres .... , �èl�ome oompetent authors poin-t;

out m;QlIXR later a_ates�lb82 as the beggining of the mass

ten years later. Meanwhil.e ;the number of workers of the

weaving industry increas$d � lO.200® workers. Altogether



the industry lost about 2.000 workers. 11his change in the
·�)VV��.

structure oÏ W&3?���yearé zX� later bad consecuen- -�
,._.fl.¥- 'l'lb

ces in the Selfactina afIair.. Selfactinas was the name'Js;¡f

th th t·
. ����� .

t d d' th te au orna a e weavang ��, a,n ro uce a.n
-

e coun ry

about 1844,. 1'he 2t) :t'actories that u.sed those new ma%h;'�s,
40��

.

saw xi their number increased in�orœes�
by 1054, when the j::gHllœRX workers movQ;¡J.J:QJb.t s�eil3 Qi; OT 019 1;i-

machine(st��;d. '
L-�·���v� '1�, ���;�

, ./ �I �)n.t.� The era of mocterryequipment in(factories starts in ,_.¿_�
1841 and gets�d in the following year-a of boom and ca.l1.#

JiiIIF prosperi ty/ that � to caracterize the second �alf of the
;t,,�

,XIX century. l}J1ri�g tb; S period of boom are ;;t'� 7he �.
w�

factories that h:sztI- to be the pride of the Catalonia of

the last Century ,",..w., � �� �� 1-"'�-

�/AAr,dA/�fÂd... :J.ihn, � (¡,� t::: � � W<HJ¿ -.SJ ��.�,;..(.",

.p:¡y:�:t:;: t;[::;�: of cotton had been won n� :fœ:xx�Xbi: '�
I tP3 ". I r r¡by Catalonia, the battle for .the wool industry was just

starting. The facts of this battle are not properly known

because of the lack of good historians jm:Xj¡Ei:i:xd�X:tx:ii

to invE?st;ig�te it. 'The 'qatlle is more important than '\lId_"

it appears to be, because" the calico industry had deva­

loped in Catalonia without any c..ompet� from tbe rest of
v).,.,.'u,

Spain, the p:ndust;y�' wool had :lreadY a traditional structure

in other part s of Spain. ...(,��
�:ehe r'amoue statisticSof Canga Argu:dHles showl how �� -

� catalonian wool industry was compared to the rest of Spain.

Really�t did not playa very �mportant�rt at the beggining

of the last century with only 680 workshops and 3.500," wor­
kers, if we compare it we the 5.350 workshops existing in

Aragon, with" labor forc? 012.0 j) persons.

rt was a very long ahd difficult task to center and

concentrate the �panish wool indust�y in the �� of

11arrasa and Sabadell.

The task begun during the period we are now stUdying,
� w�

thanks to the ex�stence of mechanical loom to � wool and
�

steam ¡netes to � them. Sabadell had its first steams ...�� ,

\M d� 183(-5 and Tarrasa; � lè!<i'p--¡ e del A�e� had its first



:sj¡Exm�\
chimney in H343. �he proximity of the harbour

of Barcelona, the abundance of water for the washing of�
1. d th � rt;f I d �, ..

I
. )woo an. . eOG� J:O;Q o� l'au: 3:-C power {Ma�n y a,n üabadell

and la decided sense of business made. possible the concentra-

tion in Catalonia 9,f the older Spaninsh JmÙÙ:aIJlSX manufactures
1
k�

. �� ��
certainly the (j:ntnnie> spirit oÏ the industry se�med to �t ��

�il�ent€, so that when in �abadell the G9r��iORs were �_��
�

W"""UL

d 1 d th
l/ .

f' b
.' l1W'�t I? •

d -Á.
J

eso ve, e Gren:�0tL o :£lla r-a.can es r-emaa.neu , Its m�uers .t""'_'.c.Lt¡
w�� .�� /

were the men -:fi.fia L !&::Ml started a fac.tory(vy':' uu modern machi- ,'"\0\ a..�
�MJ-

nary, andJk: the old artisans oí' the XVIII cerrtur-y, �l'hey &,.1,,'llt.

were men f3iB,.8 Capdevilla, �\ormosa, .J!10nt, G-orina, Manent, Roca

Rius, the men who in lè)47 would ask for the abolition of the

protectionist tarit'í's and for the free importation of
��.��. ,�

saxon wool into :::>p.ain, due i;fte!t (the w.o.r.s;JJ/ qu�li ty of üpanish

woolI'( m�\.�oSible any compe�eb� with�and \¡ eanufactures1- )
By then the wool industry had already the same importance�

t� cottonj��badell for instance there were 23 wool-

weaving factories, and 28 cotton :fmdm:rt:e.s waavang f'acfior-Le s,

� :&ilk. industry had acquired some importance in the
"- �

xVIII century, but did not follow wool and co�ton in their

�
industrial�ation •

Barcelona, id.anresa and Reus( those were the three towns
e. � .

were the silk lndustry had remained \IIi�h some J;i-sz;e) �
t"��.I' ht'l � J.�

Q. jriPoto9-&'/.Ln the spa¿nish cortes {.&?;4Jc:ph� ,p-nrfín;aaHi;@Itl
of their businesses C�.OOO silk "';looms and 1.uOID looms for

a mixture of silk and cotton.) ..� 1tey at:Vibutedi� e � +-o
.tow .' ..

� "I� c!!:J
the, SR1làll pr�:LOn�st tar-Lt'ts , �

'l'he dooadon.ce of the silk industry seems to be ��d
�

in the export� of the raw �;¡;::oEl:uet to ]lrance and in the

• ..k, ..�
lack 01' good spe�idtL88d tech1hiciansJ( and a;¿:;f;á,í9-I:i3. That made

imposib..Le the competeh'� with 1YoYj wher-e the articles produced

were far supr'ior to t:ijose é=ël¡�in
Catalonia.

�he metalurgical field, so 'dJk±gh tigllt y related to

M Jithe minning field is another of th," t industrial

fields of the nineteenth century. Both have to be studied,

In 1842 the silk manufacturers of

wi thout forgetting the develop:r;g.elht. of the textil industry.

It is frequently believed)that :imcXMRXlX!N.mRldnc the
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� � C�M.,
� o1l��t;!le e" Wl'ff:sy as a result r

� 'tIbA,'�
ve are inê:ag::ed eo beIleve tEat '-o

eCOnOfD.lC_ structure oí' """the �

p..) �
'IT

-country was bémng_deciéieêl:, eina toge aye iho yea.!I?o::'Ne uro 19!9W

"�, the =:sf�'W �"ellided under the"S1J:¡¡""
--:l:ook -;];:],8 texti J Q fibre alld thé machi ne, as well as bfi�oal

metalurgical industry was born i

of tne�it�otton industry.

Ln, tRe IDQmé'nts WRx�Yfll 'Nhon LlIe

"6flat baQ___ to move it throngbAtre steam and the illlnelials,

J�
"'''M.£.
�h��
�h'.t.
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""', ·90' +
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�ainly eo :)pel' and í'romil'On

which

them

the machIne Was to be built.
I

l'he idea was not their own,�ï� was impossible for
ÙV- ot ��N:t,

to forget RifiglaRd" 8 examp Le , ihere industrial progress

demanded coordinated and simultaneous efforts in the fields

of coal, iron, machinary and textilS�.. Ilf those men

� �"""¡")small results- the typ.� that .prof. l.I.lbe:b:bo del\VH..L..YL+-V � w ..u,
Castillo has 1'eool! �G1;.e.d in his history of the "La l.i1aquinista If

- we can not charge It to a ce:etain type of mentaili..lyty, that
Mu- 'I\r� r+-

only knew and ç;¡�ol1ê1:ed t:t!'on cotton;nufactures, but to ,
the impossiblili ty .gt: overCOlIli�§L ri 1 .S and d:ésefortUnate

do"� �cLr-cumstancea ,

l:!'irst of all Catalonian soil did not have the

elements that industrial p�ress needed% COal and iron.
�4 t_,;, .... ",.��� "'"1£=-------- "C.U�

tlowever�ractiVl y was enormous, pgC:.:rélS show '�hat

� ��\-v..
the number of í�Je created to �og�JicQ �� explote

minerals� were in the number of 56 in lè15l.. If we com-

I

pare the amounts invested �n the textile industry and �n
Li-¥hl.

. minning, it is easy to r-eaâ í.z e that in Llle :firai; ene

114.�txJ. 000 reales were invested in 15ü faetories. In the ".,... '411""-'

���o';¡a, minning 2'l.a�ü.OOO reales were invested 'on :tD 20
��.� ) .�
�iotios \�ut of the 56 knowry). That gives an average

o.f 2b:l!:��JœXXRE 1.3tJo.OOO reales �rfui�àng �J �

SOCifiiiy,. against only 746.000 rea1es �n each textile

factory. .

In the metalurgical branch, eleven� were founded,

with an average capital a 1.623.000 reales each.
e,

�he result was poor, and excepting the coal layer

found in San Joan de les Abadesses, eX910ted by the
,

I

Il,t;l Veterano 'abeza de tlierroilCompany, the rest of the

prospecting gave poor sajitiiriBg results.
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have completed its economy, encouraging sh�pping and »�XXEg
',,,,,, lC.M

�\�n��J_waYQ$cap�ng
,the very dangerous � towards

r;..
� \:::::Jd�I. Q0IJl$'v:i�Q. � �'I.... v( a: ,,"'¡..�/��"1
ai s bing as tIrey '.vb ê�ll iine se ç::t'.t"Cl:Hl:lel'68:1"'tcet(the men of the

'metalurgy�d�1'r� than� could be h�ped.
'

�he birth of

'the industry is known in its,�HEExixi±mR general lines through

the monographl by prof. AlboIto del Castillo about :tnx

" La maq_uinista "arrestre." Af-Ger the failure 0:-�ar"
�/ � i��'J..:.h w::b.v

............ '''''.1/

in lt535, cause? by: a:wpular l'lîeVOl:f!o;a.:l;, the �n�had
been� on the l,)l"'oject" continued its work, but

separately. :l:he 150naplata .brothel.!;s, ina�rated a w�'kshop

in an old cO}'l.vent in Santa Jjal�bara, (Xiò.t:lrx l($Yl), �le
Valenti Lsparo remained ag��ven� in the building

of 'l'a I J ers hltree
.....

9 �re he s}Jecialieeò. on textil machinary

repairs.

I�� o-( �lO ..
�

/ ..s- ""...;.... "(\� ... ,t_ 7k__

What � ment was the dependence of Gatalonian metalu1� �,�
! 'W.L�I..(.' "1' �

1R>. foreign coal and iron. It also ",""l",=ed the �_�b�r� " ��_._,_",
"

.o',f action and future of the �!lJlY. I 'd� � ---' r » -� "\.

with both íron and coal or only one of them, catalonia would

X:M:IillJCiE:X "tlm raor-e facts have to be added to this

aC'tivity, first the inaguration of the llEI Huevo vu.Lcanc"

placed on the sea shore of �arceloneta, and where in

i ,

�

the same year was launched the ¡'Delfín", Î�rst steam ah i.p

to be, buf.Ld in spain. Second the consti tutinn and birth

��
�

of tht\ ,tiablo 110b� and vompanytl, that took place\4lune L,

1839 with the participation aÏ two b1iLsrulilessmen (Mi:�i:lDX

J.\¡lanuel de lIarena andJIï1aria Serra) t three factory heads

(Nicolau Taus y soler, Jaume Ricart and Joan Ni. Raspaud) and

a business man in the field of iron, Pau Llobera, who was

� to, be �.��r of the companyl �he starting

capital was of :JO .000 ..Q,J';rg,s. Tl'Üs 1'actory became the

4· 0'G9,� oc( �;:k � �.

CBn ter of the\aieta1lical industry
of ,Barcelona

in the
v I ��,

XIX (Jrl.B-'cury, when en arged by the capatals i5f¡fld':l� .....)....vn�

by celedonj; Ascibar and Joan G-uell i Ferrer, �. ted :----t 7

�QªJ? oi!le in a new building in San Pablo'Street, just

on the «tates aÏ the old San Agustin Oonvent. From then

on the eee.iet¡{ taltes the name of nCompañia Barcelonesa
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. de Fundicion y Construccion de 1Ilaquinasll) communly kno\'VJl]il
ralS n La Barcelonesau¡the soul ò:f' which was Nicolau'f

, �ous�.
llhe society developes during the £_;eriodJ., 1843 to IBJ3,

cl ;il � í'
. ts�., �t1.- -, .

t �r:Ê<>¡." ;,;.lIl.;�';"_ �-ann A=e pro -l o,.a;: .!.le:t lrs' F-'

v:tcJ:,; Ox
. A _

'J

J� �I.... • - e... ,.;

'�
• 1.-'" J. � a..' �J • .". #V rn.-.w"'_"-� " I"-� .�.,;A,J I " "'-- � ""f I

�

a _8]o�iªn r�ilwŒj" and the general wave of industriali-
t

zation ZN g��iNHiRZ �the textil factories.

+v.Ieanwkoile other :[lactories were �n� importance:
1'he, workshop of Valenti Eaparo , was i:tlil'or::I.;:;¡;pd; 'i n the melting
of metals, and th!3 factoriew"EI Nuevo Vu.Leanov w�¡.4,� '7 ,

fqmous for �projects of naval constructions and�
p:r;oduction, mainly through the help of Manuel Girona, who
was the� of the "Navegacion and Industryll s-e�-;;;r �
f01lllded June 2, l84l.anÒ: lSga.'thed <F-o ,23, ±�. In thiS���last society �ti;ed the capitalt off the Brother's �,
Girona, Jpaquim Castaner, Josep Vilardaga, Clave and Oia",
Joan Reinals, Ignasi Villave ia and Francesc Brocha.
The llEI 1i(uevo1 Vulo'anoTJ, :áuil' tn� bo í.Ler-s for, the steam¡

I c1b.''j nS-A�9,\).�ship, "El Rell,lOlcador ", that ��d�v admiration of

'the people, o:::f lil iI� I; t.y during its tFiall6' in Ma.y 1849:

And so the faith of those three metalu�ical groups,
ever-came all the adversities of t�Q�e� twemty years, so.

I w,�_../dec�sive. Without raw materials �<. their reach, Lacxf.ng
good specialists and technicians, th�se men bUllt an

industry. that completed , -�he economic/lr
awakening of Ca.talonia in the middle of the Nineteenth Oent-ury.,

.,... t'.
I • •

•
",
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Cataluña(where
�.JooI<:I:�_( Commit tee

feeling in the frontier zones, above all in

'/:¿ol4i"t. ,

annexa� POl�C� of the

the

of Public
-

SafetYh had clashed in 1795 with the obvious will of the peasants to

fight "to the death" against the Revolution. Vigo wrote that the action

of those armed peasants, commanded by their priests, scatted in "fierce
�-----------�------�--------��----�------�------------------
fanatical bands" --according to the st.atements of Genera] Dou;pet-- were

.__ S"Q�,I.� � �c:uS,
��XX�EHHX for[v.nners to the formation of the

of the Napoleonic War. It is very pOSSibl:) In the rèágion�of tœ

Pyranees, the guerilla�s fought boldly for King and Faith, both iHx�Eg±È
.s (A.(..feM.

iHtangièle at that time. But it is also possible that the strwgle

against French "atheiBm!' was not so conservative as is generally

believed; and that the peasant,in fighting to the death against
I

Napoleon,thought that on the day of victory there would be born a

social system which cpntained more justice.

Two of the studies published on the "Juntas Corrigimentales"

P��XHN� lead us to this new attitude.
iocc.{ m i(�t-i()..

One of these refers to nothing less than the actions of the nmme 8aat�

�sof Igualada, the same which on the 6th of June 1808 �ER won at El

Bruch the first and memorable triumph in the long � struggle

" against the French f;h'qI.àiY�·iné troops. N0W'l from where did those

v,�� defenders come, and what did they do after the victory? They

o�e. from the very same Igualada, from where, since the first KER

\'\ the Revolution, they had maintained an obstinate attitude;
\ -:£x��xjJ.x�x:#xJt�WxjJ.D-:iÏ-���:iè{::i�Xl.£x��lli� both XRX

t'reatèning and protesting against the existing authorities. On the

8tL of July, two days after the battle, the established authorities
citizens

were �rced to listen to the demands of the �g��XH, which included

armsfor the people, military organization and just government. The

-Junf -, that was at once set up included people cf undoubted· liberal

view/ such as the Prior of the Augustines, Friar Eudaldo Jaumandreu,

prove himself even more as an economist) But the �efor�s
been carried out, the artisans pr.essedcf'urther and

>

ing the Guilds represented on the �unta, at the same




