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THE POPULAR AND IN1\��LLECTUAkSTRUGG�

IN SPAIN AGAINS��__
NAPOLEONIC INVASION .-

One of the most dramatic episodes�in the history of Spain was

the crisis unleashed by the invasion of Napoleon's troops. Many

factors contribute to make it of interest to historians, not only

of Spain, but to all those who concern themselves with the origins

of contemporary EurGPe( or wht we might perhaps call the

phenomenology of historical event�, In effect, .we find ourselves

confronted by a double process; the decline of the Ancient RigJme
in Spain and'the Violent convulsion produced in the Country by

the impact of the New JQ.irope, sjmlbolized by the legions of the
�,

Emperor. With these considerations before u�we must reconsider

the view,common to the histories writtmn on this subject, which kil

holds the Spanish rising of 1)808 as the fiBst popular national
\

explosion against the political, economic and ideological system
CorslCt1f/h.. I

which the Great CQPso;r �wanted to establish in Europe.

In the, study of hisgory myths are readily accePted.�
shall not now try to discern whether what is important in the

life of humanity is the .���� (the mythical acceptance)

of an event.

The truth is that we modern historians live enclosed in a

net of mythical living experienees, suspecting. some of them to be

originally false, but being unable to doubt them all, much less
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reaction of Spain in the face of the Napoleonic Invasion, the myil'J,
a.

is the unanimous rising of � people, not only against those that
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to be able to re-establish with uertainty the absolute

authenticity of the event which gave them life. However, the

inquietude of the investigators and the intrepid desire of the best
of them to reconstruct and cLndersta'nd the past in its exact

dimensions, help to bring about a cénstant overcoming of those

barriers betwen the past and the present which have been erected

by these myths. In this wayan approximation of the truth is

arrived at which becomes progressively more convincin •

eo.

threatped there sovereign independence,but especially against the
Arm y

Revolution inherent in the French Lcg�. Writers o£ every

stamp, whether libcra�s or conservatives, Spanish or foreign, have
m."J tJ".

contributed to the development of this �ti1s4q:lT'. Above all, from

the religious point of view. It was the traditional religiosity

of the spanish,peoPle/o�� fomented by a fanatical clergy,

that dècisively turhed the scales in the
in +state of mind of the Spanish people � 1,,808, and unfeashed a ¡",€fCe

spiri tuaI fe,e¡o¡d t¿,= ri resistance. Recently this view has had

'\ Spanish/
two great apologists,i1historiograPhY: Federico Suarez Verdaguer

and Rafael Calvo Serer. The former finds the fundamentals of the

"unaraímou s decision" of the Spanish people to lie in religion, the

'the of the

King and � independence �£xxkR ��XÑR ideas, customs and life
.

11\ feUe d;{ 1a
of the country ftPh �� foreign yoke. Rafael Calvo Serer, mn tbe

other band/insists on tbe "Religious Spirit" of the War of

Independence as tbe only explanation possible for tbe beroic

resistance of the country against tbe Napoleonic Empire.2
Tbe truth is far more complex, so cpmplex indeed, that it is

almost impossible to fathom completay, because it depends on

manifold person�l positions, reacting in tbe gace of only one

comprehensible fact; tbe gall of tbe traditional monarcbtK and

the disapp�.nce of the old Administrative State establisbed by the
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Borbon�s. Nevertheless, one must turn back to the facts as Sk�NR

revealed by XNR contemporar, documents. Rx�±kRXR*X±±xiKxEx�aEfx£mx

Rxxm�XRJ Among these, for example, is shown the revolutionary character

that the Absolute Monarchy, restored by Ferdinand VII in 1814,
r�v"lt-

attributed to the G'I€Jntè of the 2nd of May 1808 in Madrid. It was the

constitutionalists of 1820 and the liberals of 1833 who instituted one

of the most respected national days still observed in traditional and

(3) contemporaries
conservative Spain. In effect, t�x±k� mn the eyes Of_E3�txm�Mxxi±HX

it was not poe s í.b l,e to be mistaken: the 2nd of May in Madrid had not

only been an explosion of hate against the French Army, but the dawn of

I

political liberty, or at the least the sound of a deep rumbling of

political reform, which resulted in uniting all classes of,the country,

fr-am the clergy to the University Intellectual�

-.-.- . ...,.�.-.---.-

To consider carefully the profundity of the reform movement

which arose in Spain in May 1808, we must make ourselves familiar with

the internal details of the reign of Charles IV. Until now Spanish

historical research has over laked this interesting period overshadowed

by Godoy, the omnipoDènt Minister and favourite of the then Monarch.

On referring to the immoral �iEt�tiM dictatorship of that epoch/�he

O�])¡#¡:¡�y historian could generally be satisfied. Butiwhat really happened

durigg thmse twenty decisive years,when Spain first faced the

Revolution and then collaborated with it both militarily & politicaliy?

iVfuat becam� of idealogical currents that were spread abroad during

the reign of Charles III?jHow were the minds of people working so that

� �

even minorities were formed W�hJ�808 assumwresponsábility for change

of eOHr8e i:r�@ direction �Ás�:niSh political 'life�

T� Ovo{ I n� �hf;CVv¡. wac sttAi� �
ft C�S� � e.u: 7YVl""'OrCÚt5) �
� 5oct<JJ� d��, .
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been judged over-hastily.
\AI�RQ�

Paris �����; in many inte�ctuals and enlightened thinkers the ferw�nt,"�t--..
hope which "the voice of liberty" had awakened in their breasts( �s.
is affirmed by Manuel Quintana, the Poet, refering to his YOuth) It is

true that the circum�tances � arising from the war of 1793-94 against
changesthe Convention contributed to the xmwx xxw slowing down of the XOCfŒXm�

Certainly, the rapid sucession of events in

,

I

..
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The influence of the French Revolution on the supposed-t- �--e '(1 �
reactionary � of the Government during the reign of Charles IV has

II

II
iniéiated by the Monarch� and his Ministers,giving a new lease of life

to those who considered as noxious these politics and prejudicial the

system of Ministerial despotism in which/it was represented. The spectre
of the Civil Constitution of the clergy and Robe sp

í

er-r-s s.s Reign of Terro�

gave to many Spanish Ecclesiastics a belief that was profoundly anti-

(
I- '£:.¡ r ¡; �5

revolutionary, as can be seen by reading the 'mcssages and sermons of thatfrom th ----�,7,,--------�--------�---- �
___time, xt��tXxgXNxtMxt\� proclamations and edicts of the Catalan Bishops

in 1793 to the famous ��ncyclical letter published in 1812 by several

b�hops who were in r4fuge in Mallorca iiExi&i&) At that time the
- D

slogan "Religiom, King� Country" was born, which was later, in 1808,
to be proclaimed by the guerrilax bands .. (ThiS slogan first appearèd
when the flag of the First Regular ga� Volunteer Corps of Barcelona
w� hoisted in l794�There was also�the growing conffusion of Political

terminology, so that terms which were actually revolutionary, such as

nation,"patrie" and citizen came to swell the vehement speech of the

conservative8.�
In this exchange between the forces of progress and tradl.i tion the

I

,.iilS
?

iV

It,

II



poli tics of the Great Committee of Public Safety in l793-l�95 which had
e¡:as,its aim, first� the separation � CatalY�a irom Castilla, and

»

secondly to convert Cataluna into a Sat Ote Republic in the style of

- 5 -

monarchy �gXRR� brought about the dismissGa of the Count of Floridablan
ca in 1790 and of the Godoy-Jovellanos team in �98. But the

revolutionary propaganda continued in a thousand ways to infiltrate

into the interior of the country/despite the censorship and the "cordon

sanitaire". �ecentlY Miguel Artola and Carlos Corona have referred to

this. The former has given us new data concerning the initial phases
of the Revolution, including the period during the Ministry of Flori-

dablanca. But it is Carlos Corona who ha.s gone more deeply into the

question in �extensive and authoritative study entitled "Reaction and

Revolution in the �eign of Charles IV". His findings agree with those
of another investigator, Emili Vigo, who has shown us the Catalan

those which flourished on the borders of' the "Grand Nation", (Revolut-
...

ionary France). ButJApart from the mass of leaflets and propaganda �

sheets, sometimes in prodigious quantities, there were also the many

reverberatir� echos that resounded each day in XHH intellectual and

urban circles as a result of: the "revolutionary ideas and events; echoœ
which were brought by the �mmigrants themselves, by � merchant!
ships and very soon by the officials of the French Republic when they

Established embassies and consulates.

Towards the year 1797 the "pre-liberal" groups (it is difficult
to dœfine them in any.other way) recoverèd their confidence in the

future of France and her Revolution. A mass of details demostrate this.
eIt was in these times that at Osuna, near Sevil�, the meetings of the

"Academia Silé" took place, organized by Manuel Maria Arjona, in which

reference is made to the "infa.m.ous blanket" that covered Spain. In

Madrid�December 1797) there were cheers for the tricolor as well as eu

play called "To die for your Country is Glory", whose revolutionary
theme is evident; and in Barcelona in May of the same year, Rafael

d'Amat, Baron de MaIda, author of some delightful memoirs, writes
about the agitation of the "rumour-mongers and riff-raff" of Barcelona



� land was endemic" since the rise
I

, products

_a_n_d_t_h_e_w_'_c_r_e_a_s_e_o_f___:p:._o_:P:_U_la_t_l_·o_TI__r_e_:g::.,l_·s_t_e_rP_:__b_e_t_w_e_,e_n_1_7_6_0_a_n_d_1_7_65 .)
rife as a

in price of agricultural

.
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� and the anti-religious feeling in Barcelona; iHS�±KXH� inspired by the

French Revolution.mocKtxÈKxasRxi�� To this troubleJatmosphere must be

ascribed the well known decree of 1798 which again prohibited the
il � .... bldó((ùh

circulation of pr�scpiQeª books in Spanish Universities.

It is quite possible that this er�ption only manifested itself

in certain isolated parts of the country, and that over the rest the

traditional conformist feelings prevailed. This point has not been

examined. Nevertheless, what can be affirmed is that between 1792 and
-

II

II

1808 every well-informed Spaniard was faced with the dilemma of the

future of Spain and her political regime, the more so as, with every

day that passe�the economic or diplomatic scene worsened. No one has

taken into account that the economic expansion registered in the last

20 years of the XVIII Century, marked by violent crises and

terminated by the iH£iaRXi«E� inflationary boom of Government Bonds,

provoked serious upsets to the wealth of shareholders ànd the ruling

classes in general, including the Church. Above all, the êommer-c í.a l

and industrial bourgeois� were left severely weakened, to such an

.,

extent that some firms were ruined. The inflation also struck at the

•

'.

lower classes of the urban population, swallowing their wages in the

continual rise in prices. (ThiS is borm 'out in the cost of living index

calculated by Pierre Vilar for Madrid; 96.1% in mid-century against

only 59% for the five years period 1796-1800. In so far as the countr�
districts are cdncerned, the discontent eaused by the famine on the

II

It There is no need to refev to the b±tterne�s that'was
ell >t\�+e.y- ,

r-tOYl1.l
result of the � in the international arena. AA� the Peace

6ASJ-.E
Treaty of �ilea in 1795, acclaimed in the circles of the Court as

a triumph of the da.iplomatic shrewdness of Godoy, who was honoured
-

with the title of the Prince of Peace, stems the disaster of the two

wars against England. Of the wars, empha�is is laid only GHX� on the

, two Naval battles of Cape Vincent (1797) and Trafalgar (1805) which

gave a really powerfull blow to the prestige of the Spanish Crown.
,
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But�is often forgotten that these defeats excluded Spain ��the
Atlantic and prepared the way, with the law of 1795,which authorizàd

neutr�ls to trade with the overseas colonies, for the imminent

collapse of the Spanish Empire in America.

with the influence of Godoy both fromThe Government(permeated
within and without) appeared to be oblivioÜ1S to these facts, and was

d;.drn;ferssatisfied by the cloud of incense with which its a-Éierops covered it.

Its only policy was to maintain the dictatorship, that is to say,1:0 €.IY\..t.U.fe.. h.ot
�iè� that the Monarchy should�have to gace any of the �ki many

types of problems which it was creating. In order to do this, Godoy
w�s counting on three faithful elements in the country: the censorship,
the army and the administration. In this way the regime continued to

sUVive, xNxxkiRXN�xXN�xXKgXmRx��HtiHaHN and also in this way it was

continuing in the development of a policy that we could call
15"/'IÁ/'1I-/í1.3/'1/57) Ir , 1

... )"ilustrada" (Hiflpjre:d). l,Thus Carlos Corona qualifies_,; jEut it was a

narrow. ... minded measure, overflowing, we might almost say, with propaganda

formation of a public opinion," )
The�rdOYl.System) -Califa Godoy� as Drv, Santpons of Barcelona

called him,--persisted because the fear of the revolution paralizied
the spirits of those who co�ld have proposed a change and carried it

out. But when it became evident that Prince Ferdinand, heir to the
throne

t�NR, could be used as a lever/so that the serious problems of the

break-up of the dictatorship could be resolved peacefully, �here began"o.. r IQ rt t.t t.6l-\. f� � 1'�5 ' �

what Corona calls the"è:iooens1oh of the privil�ged classesl\\. Before

him J. Perez de Guzman had seen the intensity and breadth of the

movement. The plot, led by a nobleman of Ferdinand's party, failed at

its first attempt in October 1807. But when Napo�eon's troops obliged

Godoy, by K the menace of superior forces, to move the Court from
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Madrid to Sevilla, the conspirators met with complete success: in

1808, on the 17th of March, they ob"¡:'ained, first, the remova.l of the

Prince of Peace; then on the 19th the overthrow of the Mpnarchy of

Charles the IV, �e the rebellious crowd; and finally the road
-.--

opened for the reforms that the G�I!t demanded,

Ñ The way to "vary the present political and military system" -as

was

i t was put by the Council of Castilla dm the 16th of March 1808-, was

vpt.n
�. The Spaniards trusted that the French troops would$ remain

neutral in face of y�� change� expeçted on the ,coming to the throne of
.4{._ � <.A,,�. I �...... +-k... �c..k..¿� o

_./
Ferdinand the VII;¡ �ro-french/thOUght that they would be assisted.

This was a crass error of juàgement. �fuen, on the following 20th of

A.'ril the news spread that Godoy had gone to Francè -thus escaping

justice- it became clear to all that security could only be found in

unity. From this moment preparations took place for the "golpe de

fuerza" (uprising) w1ilich was , eventually, to burst out on the 2nd of -

� �

May. The conspir�tors -anti-Godoy patriots such as Daoiz � Velarde,
���

the national heroes of the Parque de Artilleria-, extended their

activities to the furthermost corners of the Peninsular. Because of

this,it may be said tbat the May revolt in 1808 was in first place

revolutionary and patriotic; and if it became anti-French, this was

due to the fact that Murat's troops defended the dictatorship t.hat had

been over�own six weeks before at Aranjue�.
-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.�

We find ourselves, then, considerably distant from the general

interpretation of the events which led to the origEtns of the wae against

Napoleon{ an interpretation which still survives in spme sectors of

the younger Spanish generation. It is not a simple case of Spanish
lack of

xenophobia, nor of "a spontaneous movement withPIÙXHN� preparation".

SOldevi�a perceives, accura�y, that in the events at Aranjuez, we are

not dealing with a riot, but with a revolution; but it is Corona who has

most profoundly ,gone into the problem, by tracing it from its most iJJlf)

important social roots; members of the armstocracy and the army;

inte�ectual�s and business men, and event elements of the Council of



Spain as a final, and
,

this time decisive rebellious wave,, - .

Century was finally cracking up.

in whi h
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Castilla, took part in the plot which put an end to the Old Regime. The

anti-Godoy explosion in Madrid on the 19th of March; that of Toledo on

the 21st and the 22nd; the celebration of the fall of the Minister

b� by the bourgeois of Barcelonar all these were ��±Éi�E

additional signs of the socia_¡ unrest and agitation against the

dictatorship of the Prince of Peace. �At the same time, behind the

seenes, countless figures, whose part has never been completly defined,-

were acting in the shadows, wR��iEgx weaving the pattern of history.)
The decisive revolutionary step was taken by the officers of the

A:btillery on the 2nd of May, when they delivered to the people the

arms with which to fight against the Napoleonic troops, who,�, Isùl tô sofpott:
unexp�ctedly/�e V¡J:bh the results reached at Aranjuez and became

auxi\�ries of the abho�d dictatorial system. (Of course, they could
tch

not guess the thoughts of the Emperor, £� whom the members of the

Spanish Royal Family were so many more marionettes,which he moved in

his vast political and strategic designs.) In the impassioned ferment

of April and May in the year 1808, Bonaparte was a traitor to the

Revolutionary cause, the flagrant tyrant who was trying to-reduce the

Spanish people to slavery.

When the news of the events of May in Madrid reached the

outskirts of the Peninsular, the reaction was analogous in all parts.
In the last ten days of that month the provinces revolted. At this

time it was not yet known that Napoleon was going to hand over the

crown to his brother Joseph (who himself did not, know until the 19th).

However, the consecutive abdications of Charles IV and of Ferdinand VII

were known. The revolt was directed not only against the French, but

also' against their collaborators, namely the officials of the old
p fUe, �� oi' V' Gt r'I� ¡:. J2.. v-

regime, whose aim was to secure the
Âtn;¡ i Is¡:a:tfki � of power. Unéer-neat.h ,

there were mO\"j.vements against t e military and civil hierarchies �
ct fro' rYÎuA

a
.

- ad been c. Ministry of Godoy. Thus the

echoes of the revolt of Aranjuez reached the most distant corners of

the Spain of the 18th

It was for

Napoleonic Army

this simple reason that the resistance against the
__�+­

___�·"1""I"M��6Ms of _j;J::l.e-COUll tl'yh d to be organized fï OIlI ! eg:w1la
{o t.::::S4 ¡a

.

O'" � (' a..� l o n.a.Á Ol& t.-S
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w�ill .exj st.e-d at that time. All the machinery of the cent.r-sâ

government was geared to the politics of Godoy and so it vacillated
I

internally and remained abom&nable externally. For this ve�y reason,

the take-over of power by the Provincial Juntas was not pacific, am

there were uprisings, assaults and murders. As one goes mo�e deeply

into the constitution of thèse Juntas and the numerous episodes of the

municipal revolution in May 1808, one discovers new factors which

throw into relief the clash between the old administration and the

new Reforma�ive Spain which was wanting to. emerge, and which, did

.

� burst

de�in.tely and.dramatically ÈHXKX forth in the midst of a military and

political cfisis without precedent. (The occurences

-

in Oviedo,

Zaragoza, Cadiz, Sevilla, Badajoz, Gerona and Tortosa, among many

others, are of profound significe,nce in this historical movement.)
vJ ec...s

So the �eilns or power � helq by a series of forces, which,
\t)�

generally speaking, we can call reform��±0è. This generation leaked

hopefully to the persons who had not been connected with the

governments of Charles the IV and vmo had been, to a certain exten�,

the victims of Godoy: Jovellanos, the Count of Floridablanca,
I

Francisco Saavedra'k' Valdes, and SQ on. It was their first reaction,
�l 7",\

and was inevitable. They, needed óhem to organize the uprising, which
1\

was more urgent because of the hostile attitude of Napoleon's troops.

It was only afterwards, after the unforseen and popular �NŒ victory

at the Battle of BailIn --a Battle which resounded disagreeably in

the �±SX3gX�t±�K aristocratic and collaborationist Madrid of the

moment-- that there.was the opportunity for everyone to examine his

own conse;i.ence and to decide in wh£fdirection ant}¡ to what end the
, I-\, 6.'" fo(2tL

Revolution was to be organized; it was now calledAthe Spanish

Revolution �, both frem th@ Milité:my aftd Politieal poiB-t...of'

So now we can realize what can be called the mental level of �

th Juntas Provincia�, which very soon, through\ f�e of

circumstances, historical inertia�and ��e impetuous
n�S�

centralizing tendancy of Spanish JacobiilM'A would have to givtiway
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to the Federal Government of the Suppeme Central Junta. But, at a

Thrpwn J¡Ip on the same revolutionary t�de of May and June of 1808, they

contributed efficiently to the planning of the fight of the masses

against the invader. Later they were dominated by the Provincial Jun­

tas. Butthey were soon to get a new lease of lif7 when it appeared that

the Spanish Revolution was lost to the Grande Armee during the

Napoleonic Camp�ign of 1808-9. Then they rose again as the instruments

of the desperate de ce.s í.on of the popu Lac e to oppose the invader, and,

wmher escaping from the agression of the enemy, whether disappearing,
constituted

later to reappear and re-establish themselves, they :g�J1l:tF.±D:tJlli the

w�
invisible � which contributed to the EXEJ1lgk collapse of the French

offensive. These Popular Juntas give us the final i:eY!\he war of "ta
revolt

Independence and they explain the primary and RRJ1ltx essential �XEmEJ1l:tx

f th 1 h· h
i5-

"1 Yltto-te . . rn�1r�
0- e peop e, w lC � Slml ar to In more recent tlmes. �n

together with Milit.ary Fistor(/' as seen :t:ù; through the action of the

Guerilla Fighters, who were its emanation. SUiX}[âI:s:xE!If!![EYXXllRIRIÎJŒJ!ÈŒJ:"KH

Id:KRW};œXRxt23�, the study of which must show us, as has been alreâ'dy

SOOT,':n elgêv�here (66 (, ,that the :il'iE!Urr(H�tj on wa s o;¡;¡ a pepu.lap level,

out of wbi ch had to ri SQ the t'Ne armed and antagel'iigtic fOPQ�s of tèe

firat. ha 1 f of t.he 19t.h Century, the Carl i st Vol'<nnteers and t.he Liberal

Army.

o-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.�

We cannot generalize about the attitude of the Spanish peasants

during 1;.he War of � Independence. We do not know whether any of them
a

\.- produced manifesto concerning the lKRXigEllÏK designs which beset the

conflict against France. CeDtainly it is true to say that the peasant

took pp arms against the invaders when these destroyed the crops, took

lodgings by force, and cpmmitted atrocities and outrages in the

Tt cannot be forfotten that the Napoleonic soldier was a

Nor does it h€lp if we forget the anti-french

churches.
1\

Jacobi� in uniform.



justice and the functions of the police • At first, the offices of the
� nort't h{rq,s

Junta were held bi PQQpi'J I·� pf ¡¡!1¡¡¡¡lar; later :t��y-XWlj�� by intellectuals

the professional classes. The ordinary citizen was barred. But it unmis­

takeably proved itself on more than one occasion, especially when it

threatened the rich and landed gentry as collaborationists and brought

-13-

it
time obtaining the res�gnation from ±NRxOOlrRxa of th¿4ayor(August{n
Alberch, placed in that position by the }�gis� ofí�Mafranca del

�ne.dés. ) 1I��'eJ.dI' t1V f\IlA� �
,

� Juan de Torch had been assasinated by the mob, suspected of

communicating with the French, (that is to say,of Godoyism). Later this

same mob was to support the military dictatorship of the Partisan and
aimed

rebél leader Antonio Roca. Roca MXXR«:tRM his policy against the local

seat of power in the person of the nobleman Antonio deo'Padre!, who was

ç

.

�OIMU.� If'
disposses�d of his rents and accused - logically enough - of Ga:llicism.

f"�"r'� .

Near Igualada, on the road to Barcelona, another Junta had
-

.---

been set up in Martorell. This was supposed to represent the Corregimiento

{or Magistrate's Office )Of Barcelona, �ut the subterfuges of thE capi tal,

�hiCh was in the handt'of DuLesme, never extended as far as the villag�.
-- ifs 0",.,'01 Yn-a.'t·� VJL-\S

d
. .

It f � .

1
t,.J

T� .Ll� � un er su sp i c i on as a resu o tl� SOCla_ begHmulg£,. he

very Town Council itself was dominated by the Junta, which acted

authorità�ivay, imposing taxes, raising its own troops and administering

simmerings af a social and political attitude which was to come to the
..."'..::.: _"

__ ..
_

about a SN more just social system.

These two examples are revealing, and it would be easy to

quote more. In the underlying popular movement reflected in the local Jun­

tas and Magistrate�Courts (Corregimentales) can be seen the first

boil during the following years. There was no revolutionary outbreak
.'-" ---..,___

which had any definite aims. Nor was it possible that there should be.

But the public took a part in the events, sometimes governing, sometimes

,. hindering government • With the few words they had been taught
I
they fought

and died for their homes and the religion of their fathers, while beneath

a new world was seething, different from the olido B�ause of this, many
army � :r;:r()t�r

of the future volunteers of the liberal ±XNN�S are c�jderQè as guerrila

troops in the war against France. Without any doubt the mosf�haracter­
istic of thes.e was the peasant from Navarra, Espoz y Mina.



The consolidatiom of the anti-French and anti-Godoy risings
,,� .

after BasilQQ (7) brought complete liberty of speech to thousands of

Spaniards. Considerable quantities of printed matter.were distributro

throughout Spain, supporting ideas of every kind, even the most

radical.�priests and intellectuals of every type entered the fray to

defend heir particular points of view. A detailled examination of
never

tents of these pamphlets has Nat been made. At most, some

been used to support a hypothesis or a

-14-

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

llent idealogical interpretation. The only extensive material

holdi

has been subjecte� to study by historians consists of the

formulated by the eclesiastical authorities, corporations

distinct views, and even ordinary individual�s, to the

tv O infor ation made available by the Supreme Cent�ral Junta in complianœ

With rte IV. of the decree of 22nd May, 1809 lire-establishing" -

such s the word used - the Spanish CorHtes or Senate. The present­

ation of this work, whish we owe to F. Jimenez de Gregorio, suffers

from orne scholastic imperfections. But there is more than enough

e us to the core of the Spanish political'and idealogical

g dur�ng the (summer�months in 1.809, before Marshal Sou�t' S (sou,,,,,-)
ive against Andalucia, the tenacity of spirit due to the

D'ation of the w�r and the emotional climate aroused in Sola

n's parliamentary� debates in Cadiz. It was a period of tol­

and even of rectification of positions forced to be taken up

beginning of the revolutionary disturbance.)
A glance at XHRxwHMXRxm£xx these documents taken as a

whole is sufficient to convince one of the spirit of reform which

invaded the most varied sectors of Spanish society after May, 1808.

Without either geographical or mental distinctions/the governing

minorities of Spain declared themselves ready t9 avoid the full 1ntè
tt\ tD + "" ( te r\; \61

(

JiiI'( Jilt
decadence .wh

í

ch the country had sU=feec¡¡¡¡¡� J:l the .pr-ev
í

ous years, by
'\' (I ',;(,.M I a Y'!.£.-VtJ

reviving the practical tradition of the Cortes. Concerning this,

it must be borne in mind that this tradition was very real and that

I()� o..S

there had not be en the s-e:e' lar lapse � :a:EXEfllEEKotx. in France �

� di8"8snsion in the last edicts of-th-e-Es1;aQos General as ,

���
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(I Although ineffectually, Charles IV had restored the Spanish

Cortes N£ in 1789, but moreover the tide of erudition was beginning

t;)_ make itself felt: Martínez Marina, director of the Acadamia de la

Historia, had been working on a study of the Castillian Cortes since

1801, and in 1807 this work was practically finished; For their part,

lerned Catalan�s, such as Antonio de Capmany, had covered the Cortes

of Catalui1a, Aragon and Valencia in their studies, and had an exact
..--

)knowledge of their functions and development.

____________p It is not suprising, thereforl, that there is lwas2 general

agreement in considering the Cortes as the sole means not only of

giving the country a government that would direct and unite the

common efforts of Spaniards in the. yt war, but als!:J, but also ¡(,of

restoring the c�untry to greatness and improving the lot of the peop�
r"...e..p�r +sWhat is suprising � the radicalism of many of the 58 aQ££ttPb.

received1';';:;_� ttird"'Of which were eclesiastical. Irforder to

explain this phenom�Hans Juretschke recalls the psychological -"

impact produced on the minority by the popular rebellion of 1808,
which he calls" the myth of the people's powerre conviction that

they were irresist�ble and that they had obtained substantial con­

cessions and rights."/!0_tuallY, although only a small minority had

attempted to unloose the general wave of rebellion, the response bad

been on a scale and with an impetus that had not been dreamed of.

For this reason, an ambitious'politician of the hour, Juan Perez

Villamil, author of the proclamatmon rriade by the Mayor of Mistoles

inviting the Spaniards to insurrection under the·sloO"an " the country
__ � o

is in danger", was a few.months later clam¡;ring against "the rabBle

thronging the streets and squares", and against the Provincial Juntas

"self elected".

The fact is that Perez Villamil, and others like him, moved
w o

by different ideals, were directing or attempting to guide the sÈÉMgg±

struggle against the French, knew that it was only the tenacity of the

"rabble" - later to be called the heroic people - that had made it

possible to keep up a resistance of any sor� against one of the
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lOne of the most active members of the re:volutionary movement, Calvo

greatest war machines of all time. This is especially so after the

collapse of the Spanish Army of the 6ld Regime in the Winter of 1808

w:llnm .before the French Legions commanded by the Empe:eor himself.1.

Rosas,the deputy for Aragon in the Cent�ral Junta, a�xxikocxK� blamed

the Generals,-the victor of Bailen, Castanos, in particular,-for the

disaster in the defence of the National Front on the Ebro. For their

part, the soldiers under the command of Field Marshal Benito San Juan,
a

who had failed to defend Somosierra, accused him ofx:txû'NKx� treachery

and murdered him at Talavera de la Reina. His companion in the field,
own

General Heredia, fled to save his}life. The gravity of the event lay

in that the insubordination demoralized ±kR not·only the men, but also

the officers. In the other fields of battle an analogous despondency

became rife, sl1':r.ê_-:t_o_the distrust of the Generals w110 had thrived under

Godoy. Mutual trust could exist only among the: people themselves, but

this was paid for in unlimited sacrifice, such as in the defence of

Gerona and Zar�g�za.

There is no myth about this; only the strict truth. This explains

w, the governing minorjties wanted to take their place on the new

social platform that was now reap,earing on the historical scene.

Certainly, the problem can be best understood in the light of the

encycl0l{édist doctrine put into practice, namely the belief that a

just constitution would be returned to the people, with tlleir

sovereignty and liberty, and finallY" their happiness •• �±gNN�
,

"I believe" wrote the Bishop of Barbastro on the 22nd of August in

1809, "that the Spanish people, who h�ve recaptured their liberty and
i

inde;tpendence by their s���ggles amí the spilling of their blood, are

today absolutiLy free to set up for themselves a Constitution and

establish therUn the principal agreements, conditions and mutual

duties between the Head of State and I13he Nation.". If a member of the

eaiesiastical hierachy thought in that way, it cannot come as a suprise

that among the ordinary civil population such opinions were plentiful.

But, apart from the constitutionalist rhej;ªrür, several other sources

of information lead to the same cent�ral problem set by the rising of

May, 1808; that was the need to adopt a}) measure of social reform
�
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that would inevitably prejudice the interests of the aristocracy and

landowners. "The time "has at last. come", wrote the la�r Ignacio Maria
I

de Funes in the name of the 'I'own Council 'of Totana, "the time when the

oppressed labourer, who until now has sweated to maintain and feed the

crime of injustice, can throw off his bonds and ask for some re¡ief;

when the tradesman can cast off the shackles that confine his business

and when the wise man and the craftsman can regard the results of their

skill and industry as objects prized and dignified by the nation.".
c

Other reports indicate that the wings of' the clergy and arist�'acy,N/l[Œ:
/l[i::R2/l[Œ:�x}ŒRRHX«ii�!O-Ral "fruit of the Dark Ages", had already been clipped,

and that the accumulation of wealth by whatever person was to be pDO­

hibited "using appropiate measures�, while the fortunes a,nd estates of

the great were to be reduced. This socialising movement had ast OYE of

i ta sou.r:ces the �!JS2iCiOU, atti tude taken towards the most ancient

nobilit� of Castilla, whose members, instead of joining the army, had

fled to Mallorca, Gibraltar or Ceuta, "waiting for the result of the

waB"; or they were travelling throughout Europe on passports issued by

the occupation authorities. Such were,(iecords F. Jim�ez de GregOriO�
the Dukes of Infantado, Orgaz, Hijar, Santa Cruz, Montellano, Santa

Colama, Osuna, Fernan-Nunez and Parque. An"Economic 2llŒl!y and Politicà
Memoir on

$m::gXRàÇX�:f the Gentlemen and Great Landovmers", printed in Salamanca in

1813, assails the nObility "for effe...-minacy and degeneracy in general".

-,-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

Confronted EJe with these essential problems, thrown into view

by the cataclysm of 1808, the polemics between absolutism and liberali�
o, V' 9? 0vn I V\'\ r o v:�

�y�ess weight than has so far been given the dialectic� ideology

\ caused by the Napoleonic invasio;:} Generally the theory is putX in tbe

simplest terms, that while the Catholic popul�tion fought against the

Revolution, a minority group de�tfully encouraged it from the Cortes

th ,'efl.Út�
gathered in Cadiz. The two great streams of XIX�ideologies were cert-

ainly outlined in that assembly; aoove all they were at the root of the

debates on the National Sovereignty, the freedom of thè preSsXHŒ: XN2
.

I':t
to

and the Inqu�ition.But to try to reduce�tlle two streams ZB the comple�

social and political scene, produced by the break up of the ancient

Regime, is to blindly renounce an� possible understanding of the ?8?S¡P-

-7!Ï! �¿ Isoli i£l_i"Tn�
! ¿ ;sggq182k J...t?kJ ¡'''''''-'V� " �

-
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agonizing confusion which was created in Spain by the Napoleonic crisis.

Loe war of Independence an� the sUDsequeIlv �upu�ar rlslng very

often brought out hidden qualities in men, changing their destinies ana

even their idealogy, at any rate externally. Therefore it is impossible
it

to generalize about the position of any singlé person geferting to �

!,

his class or politics, much less to- accept such positions without inves­

�igating the matter thourªughly./When, as an example of patriotism the

_Bishop of Cuenca, don Ramon Falcosi i Salcedo, for his do natmons in

fª-y'our of the combatants, is made" President of the Provincial Junta

_mL unaminous dècision of the people"/, it is to ignore his complacency

under Murat's regime after May the 2nd 1808, and the attack in which

he was a victim of the columns of volunteers of Valencia who were march-

II

ing on Madrid in co-operation with the offensive initiated in Bailen.

This is not to say that the Church supported the French, bu�that each

ecclesiastical authority had his own special problems which he then

tried to solve wi thin the limits of the ominous circumstances of the

I' time.

11
r

We see the same thing happening in the much discussed case of the

Frenchified Spaniards, that is, those who were punished in 1814 as

/

collaborators of the Napoleonic Regime. We may ask who the Frenchified

or pro-French were. Some, the fewest,'were without doubt those who
.

held positions of responsibility in the Jo�ephH1 administration; and

others, the majority, were those who swore in Jose�h I as King of Spain
/

in order to keep their �xxx±x positions. Amoros es;imatis that more than

two million Spaniards weJ!1e put on oath, � (?) a figure which appears

excessively high. Of the exiles of 1814, twelve thousand families seems

to be the figure generally accepted. But these were the people who had

the most to fear from the National Victory. It is impossible tD say

II
how many remained in Spain. RRx:tlu! Wha t,ever the figure, it does not

necessarilylÎndicate the subversive opinions of the people concerned. Some were

driven \. o the side of the French through their wealth and the impos-
I

sibility of their being respected in the midst of the turmoiili and
,

ft r.

anachy )f the populace; others because tgey were servilhe to any regime
�

of auth ¡rity, of whatever sort.
\
If we accept as pro-French those who wished to form an ide-elogy



Ancient Regime, that is, as the P Villapadierna says, "those who

...
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soaked in the French culture of the �JII1th centuiry, then it is as

,good as saying that there was not a progeessively minded man nor a

mamber of the intellectual aristocracy who would not accep� any

principle of the Golden Century or the French Revolution. But while'
Cavallos, Llorents, Moratiu, Lista

there were some, the real Frenchified'l\who thought that the revolut...£l�.

� tionary movement was now absorbed (consumed), and it only remained to
Napoleonic

graft it on to Spain according to the formulai and .FFsflen bayonets,

.... others estimated that there were more possibilities in fighting

_eimultaneously for the liberty of the countryknd against the Napoleonic

dictatorship. Called "insurrectionists" by the wholeheartedly

� Frenchified, they were soon to ea� of the liberals in so

much as they o )posed the �:El¡HtRX poli tical action, social a.nd religious,
� of the pro-French in the Cortes in Cadiz.

Between the purely pro-French and the sworn collaborators on

one side and ,the liberal patriots on the other, there were, obsqur-e Iy

united in the basic emotions of certain Spanish urban structures,

three great social groups. First, there were the defenders of the

pesisted in the absolute power of a monarch who carried the title of

I His Catholic Maj esty I (Maj estafi Cat5Iica), in the tdeology of the

Divine Right of Kings, and a firm belief in the salvation of the

Church by the proclamation of its absolute legiti.smasy.". 1 would not

say, as does the œllustrmous Jesuit historion, that all the Church

thought in this way; but certainly some of the high ecclesissticaili
E<KN saw

hierachies did, as theYAtheir privileges attacked as much by the pro­
in 1814

French as the liberals.The return of Ferdinand the VI]\made these

Churchmen the authentic representatives of the national s pirit liÏ:iCK�:i<lr

displayed in the War of 1ndéfpendence.

The second large block was that of the neutrals and those

who conformed to the actual state of affairs. There were many who

tnought that Napoleon was invincible, and ihat"there was no other

solution but to �g�iRXgRX±NxXNRXRXRNXKX�fxxkRXXXmR bow to circumstan-

ces and make the best of the approaching situation"; thus thought a

group belonging to the same social circle as the
. .;:.::;:====--_

Casana, in

Toledo. We do not know how far this conformability went, without which
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the collaborators could not have RXXEXRlix acted.EJf some of those who

conformed we hear that they made profitable business acting.:;ts intermeè-I

iaries between the French and Nationalists armies. The names of some of

them z�Rxli�NNX who became great bankers in xx the time of Isabela,

such as the Catalan Gaspar de Remisa, have continued to the pres�ent

day. lQgether with the pro-French authoritEs, were the great crafts­

men6f K�N mid-century conser�atism.

Finally, the third block was of those wh o supported the r-e t'orm

of the Monachy, that is, those who having movedi or acclaimed the meve­

against
.� mentAGodoy, were repudiating the roy�l omnipotent dictatorship as much �

the cons£lidation of the liberal front dl�ing the Revolution. Tradition-

alists, ,regionalists of different years appear

in the reports received by the Centeral Junta of 1809. This seems to

be the thesis upheld by the majority of the Spanish episcopacy on that

occasion, even by bishops who like the Bish6p of Calahorra, later

figured amongst the most adept in unconditional absolutism. But it was

in the Cortes at Cadiz that the tide of monarchical reform reached its

highest level; here, according to Suanez verdeguer, a group of de_¡:)uties

f9rmulated :tkJ!£�)t "the first :mr:tX:XNIl! draught of a reform of the Monarchy

following the directions that the secular political constitution and

the uses and customs ofn the XXNNNlill!lCXEJ!£:a! crown devised. It is possible

and even probable that it was so. But it is more difficult to accept

its affirmation that "between the country in arms and the royalist

deputies there was a complete identification.". It is an obvious

generalization.

-.-T.-.-.-.-.-.-�-.-.- .. -.-.-

Pro-French, oath-takers, x:±�xàiE liberals, conformists, abso­
lutists, reformists, !-'8- triots, guri.llas....... and transfers from dille

party to another. All very human and under-s t.andabLe , Under cover of the

mythical legend :tHReK there boils a world of swirling passions provoked
fall tke

by the w��x:1i of ancient regime. The Spanish people are in the history

of Spain,definitely, with their desires and their paroxisms, and from

this premise springsR all � later'evolution: not only the absolu­

tist reaction in the first epoch of Fernand se'.renth's reign and the

constitutionalism of Riego, but especially the cobstant obligation felt
J l
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�EX to find since 1827 a solution'between progress and tradition,

order and libe rty as�;"'�Îèrnents from the future of the country,

_
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