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One of the most dramatic episodesNin the history of Spain was
the crisis unleashed by tl nvasion of Napoleon's troops lany

fac . ntribute to interest to historians, not only

but to all those who concern themselves with the origins

contemporary Eurépe( or wht we mlﬁhb perhaps call the

phenomenology of historical event%) In effect, .we find ourselves

confronted by a double process; the decline of the Ancien¥ Régime
in Spain and the V¥iolent convulsion produced in the Country by
the impact of the New Europe, sjmbol d by the

Emperor., With these considerati before uﬁfwe must reconsider
the view)common to the histories writtén on this subject, which ke
holds the Spani isi B DY : e fipst popular national

explosion against the politic : 1 and idealogical system

which the

important in the

humanity is the 4”7 (the mythical acceptance)

h is that we modern histoz ians 1170 enclosed in a

net of ﬁyPHLCdl T*J:JQ exper enees, guuﬁecrjna some of them to be

Orlblﬂqlly fa ob, Dut belnb unaole *o _ouot uhew ull, much




e —————

to be able to re-establish with gertainty the absolute
authenticity of the event which gave them life, However, the
inquietude of the investigators and the intrepid desire of the bes€
of them to reconstruct and dnderstand the past in its exact
dimensions, help to bring about a constant overcoming of those
barriers betwen the past and the present

by these myths. In this way an approximation

gressively more convincing,
: * g : Cha
anish War @f Tndependence, %& isy the

]

reaction of face of the Napoleonic Invasion, the myth
A

is the unanimous rising of #e people, not only against those that

(==
threatned theke sovereign independence,but especially against the

Arm
Revolution inherent in the French Leg%gns. Writers of every

stamp, whether liberals or conservatives, Spanish or foreign, have
contributed to the development of this F”“‘ﬁ} ., Above all, from
the religious point of view. It was the traditional religiosity
of the Spanish peOple,o; Pidnegly fomented by a fanatical clergy,
KX AR AALRXEEEART that @heisively turhed the scales in the
state of mind of the Spanish people ;2 14808, and ungeashed a fﬂfftﬁ
spiritual fereeity-—of resistance. R tly this view has had
Spanish/
two great epologists ig&historiography: Federico Suarez Verdaguer
and Rafael Calvo Serer. The former finds the fundamentals of the
nunamimous decision" of the Spanish people to lie in religion, the
‘the f the : &
King and %}n iff?iizda?ce EEXXRE ﬁxi?xxhﬂ ideas, customs and life
of the country ¥rpm % foreign yoke: Rafael Calvo Serer, dn the
other hand/insists on the "Religious Spirit" of the War of
Independence as the only explanation possible for the heroic
resistance of the country against the Napoleonic Empire.

The truth ie far more complex, so complex indeed, that it is
almost impossible to fathom completdy, because it depends on
manifold personal positions, reacting in the face of only one
comprehensible fact; the £all of the traditional monarchy®  and

the disappé?ance of the old Administrative Ssate established by the




BSTbonas, Nevertheless, one must turn back to the facts as shuxRr
revealed by kh= contemporarj documents. RremxiREREyxIEXIXXRIZARYXLER
exaxgixy Among these, for example, is shown the revolutionary character

that the Absolute Monarchy, restored by Ferdinand VII in 1814,

revelt
attributed to the ewemsd of the 2nd of May 1808 in Madrid. It was the

constitutionalists of 1820 and the liberals of 1833 who instituted one
of the most respected national days still observed in traditional and
¢3) contemporaries
conservative Spain, In effect, kuxkhe dn the eyes of EERXENREXAXTEE
it was not »ossible to be mistaken: the 2nd of May in Madrid had not
only been an explosion of hate against the French Army, but the dawn of
political liberty, or at the least the sound of a deep rumbling of

political reform, which resulted in uniting all classes of the country,

fr~om the clergy to the University Intellectual f

To consider carefully the profundity of the reform movement
which arose in Spain in May 1808, we must make ourselves familiar with
the internal details of the reign of Charles IV. Until now Spanish
historical research has overlaked this interesting period overshadowed
by Godoy, the omnipobént Minister and favourite of the then Monarch.
On referfing to the immoral gigxaxxz dictatorship of that Opoch/yhe
©CADINARY .historian could generally be satisfied. Butthat really happened
durimg thése twenty decisive years,when Spain first faced the
| Revolution and then collaborated with it both militarily & politically?
| iwhat became of idealogical currents that were spread abroad during
the reign of Charles III?}How were the minds of people working so that
’ >

\, | 3
| even minorities were formed wmchAISOB assumd responsability for change
I~

1
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The influence of the French Revolution on the supposed
- vrend
reactionary surm of the Government during the reign of Charles IV h

been judged over-hastily. Certainly, the rapid sucession of events in
“wealk e nedd
Paris w#ekened in many intellectuals and enlightened thinkers the ferwemnt
A
hope which "the voice of liberty" had awakened in their breasts

is affirmed by Manuel Quintana, the Poet, refering +to his youtﬁ) It is

true that the 01rcumstances‘g? ising from the war of 1793-94 against
changes
the Convention contributed to the shwx miw slowing down of the xefaxms

-

inibiated hy the Monarchy and hids Ministers,giving a new lease of life

o those who considered as noxious these politics and prejudicial the
system of Ministerial éespogism in which, it was represented. The spectre
of the Civil Constitution of the clergy and Robespierre®s Reign of Terrow

gave to many Spanish Ecclesiastics a belief that was profoundly anti-

L ETTERS
revolutionary,gas can be seen by reading the mess g¢s and sermons of that
h

from t
time, sEaXXIMZXWEEHXEWE proclamations and edicts of the Catalan Bishops

e ————————————————————————————————————

in 1793 to the famous Ihcyc*1cal 1ett9r publlqhegqln 191 . by _several

e N s T S S, WS S S S S R R - e

bishops who were 1n_refuge in Mallorca kxnxi&ii} At that time the

slogan "Rellglom, King, Country" was born, which was later, in 1808,

Lo be proclaimed by the guerrilax bands -(Thls slo"an first apgearéd

when the flad of the Flrst ?ewular meg Volunboer Corpsof Barcelona

———

was hoisted in 1794 There was also the growing confusion of Political

terminology, so that “terms which were actually revolutionary, such
nation,"patrie" and citizen came to swell the vehement speech of the

4
conservativea.gié

In this exchange between the forces of progress and tradition the

—




monarchy agreEz brought about the dismissed of the Count of Floridablan
ca in 1790 and of the Godoy-Jovellanos team in 98, But the
revolutionary propaganda continued in a thousand ways to infiltrate
into the interior of the country/oesnlte the censorship and the "cordon

sanitaire", (ﬁeceﬂtlv ngue] Artola and r‘er].os Corona have referred to

thig. The former has given us new data concerning the lltldl ?bdneﬁ

éncluﬁing the period during *ha Ilnlstrj of Flori-

-

Bat: 1t 1s Carlos Corona who has gone more cdeeply iq;q_ihg

caoct'on in ﬂuAteu 3ive and authoritative study entitled "Reaction and

devolutlon in the Rej yn of Charl it findings a"ree with thoge

af another investigator, Emili Vigo, who has shown us the Catalan

DOllthS o; Hwa Greqt uommﬂttee of PULllC Safe which had

as 1tQ alm, flrst, tbe separation %hg_Cataluma from Castilla, and

"ﬂconaly to convert C taluﬁé into a Satgffite Republic in the style of

t}oqe ‘klcb flourished on the borders of the "Grand Na ation", (I evoluu-

1onarj France). But Aourt from the mass of leaflets and propaganda
I

. .

sheets, sometimes in prodigious quantities, there were also the many
reverberating echos that resounded each day in xk® intellectual and
urben circles as a result of the revolutionary ideas and eventsj echos
which were brought by the émmigrants themselves, by +he merchanﬁé
ships and very soon by the officials of the French Republic when they
Established embassies and consulates.

Towards the year 1797 the "pre-liberal" groups (it is difficult
to défine them in any other way) recoverdd their confidence in the
future of France and her Revolution, A mmss of details demostrate this.
It was in these times that at Osuna, near Sevill%, the meetings of the

3 T B 2 [l PR S iy |
"Academia Sile" took pPlace, organized by Manuel Marig J n which

reference is made to the "infamous blanket" that covered Spain., In

Tadrid(inecember 179?) there were cheers for the tricolor as well as e

play called "To die for your Country is Glory", whose revolutionary
theme is evident; and in Barcelona in May of the same year, Rafael
d'Amat, Baron de Malda, author of some de ightful memoirs, writes

about the agitation of the "rumour-mengers and riff-raff" of Barcelong




and the anti-religious feeling in Barcelona Xmspizx@d inspired by the
French Revolution.mugskxkmxaszxiksd To this troublpthWOCphmrp must be
ascribed the well known decree of 1798 which again prohibited the

g Torbrddom
circulation of prﬁ»c%&bad books in Spanish Universities.

It is quite possible that this erxuption only manifested itself
in certain isolated parts of the country, and that over the rest the
traditional conformist feelings prevailed. This point has not bee
examined, Nevertheless, what can be affirmed is that between 17922 and
1308 every well-informed Spaniard was faced with the dilemma of the
future of Spain and her political regime, the more so as, with every
day that passed, the economic or diplomatic scene worsened. No one has
taken into account that the economic expansion registered in the last
20 years of the XVIII Century, marked by violent crises and
terminated by the imfiazkiamax inflationary boom of Government Bonds,
provoked serious upsets to the wealth of shareholders and the ruling
classes in general, including the Church. Abow all, the @ommercial
and industrial bourgeoise were left severely weakened, to such an
extent that some firms were ruined., The inflation also struck at the

lower classes of the urban population, swallowing their wages in the

continual rise in prices.(fThis is born%out in the cost of living index
]

calculated by Pierre Vilar for Madrid; 96,.,1% in mid- centur 'Walnst

———— e U S

only 59% for the five yearx pnrloo 1706 1800 In so fa _qgnpﬁgmgggntrg

dlstrlcts are cancerned, the olscontent eaused by the fhmine on the

land was endemlc Q1nce the rlse in Drlce oP abrlcultural oroducfo

and the encrease of poplldtnon reglstenﬁ between 1760 and 176o J

— ettt

There is no need to refef to the bitternesns that was rife as a
dishstey From
result of the fwereas in the international arena. L After the Peace
RASKFE

Treaty of Besilea in 1795, acclaimed in the circles of the Court as
a triumph of the daiplomatic shrewdnees of Godoy, who was honoured
with the title of the Prince of Peace, stems the disaster of the two
wars against England. Of the wars, emphasis is laid only mmix on the
two Naval battles of Cape Vincent (17927) and Trafalgar (1805) which

gave a really powerfull blow to the prestige of the Spanish Crown.




) $rom
But}}s often forgotten that thiése defeats excluded Spain vﬁkthe

Atlantic and prepared the way, with the law of 1795 ,which authorizdd
neutraeds to trade with the overseas colonies, for the imminent
collapse of the Spanish Empire in America.,
The Government/permeated with the influence of Godoy both from
within and Lthoup) appeared to be obliviods to these facts, and was
ol . ddamtrers
satisfied by the cloud of incense with which its adere®rs covered it.
Its only policy was to maintain the dictatorship, that is to say,
to emswre naol
avoided that the Monarchy shouldkhave to face any of the mpxmkX many
types of problems which it was creating. In order to do this, Godoy
was counting on three faithful elementes in the country: the censorship,
the army and the administration., In this way the regime continued to
suvive, ImxkhimxwayxkRaxrEgimExzaxkirusd and also in this way it was
continuing in the development of a policy that we could call
//w</¢A/77“A0f:) rT. .
"ilustrada" (imepized) (?hua Carlos Corona qualif1e§£"ﬁut it was a
narrow-minded measure, overflowing, we might almost say, with propaganda

xkErggs whereas the real part of the country lived under a corrupt

administration and with a complete loss of any sense of direction,

<;urd50hke sajs, xxxk COﬁrectly, uhut "the ﬂeusorsblp,

contradictor j zeal, instead of ordering the minds of the 1

o A

confuoes thﬂm even more opcquga does not cllom _the spontaenocus

i
IOTﬂathﬂ of a dellC onlnloﬂ. )
.
Go

The Godoy uj&t»;} alifa oov{ as Dr. Santpons of Barcelona
r

called him, persisted because the fear of the revolution par

the spirits of those who could have proposed a change and carried

out, But when it became evident that Prince Ferdinand, heir to the

throne

xhmme, could be used as a lever,so that the serious g len the

break-up of the djctatOﬂshlp could be resolved peacefully, fhere began
aligreation $000 Tl o 1me

what Corona calls the"éisserroion of the privile€Nged classes™. Before

him J, Perez de Buzman had seen the intensit ty and breadth of the

movement. The plot, led by a nobleman of Ferdinand's party, failed

its first attempt in October 1807, But when Napoleon's troops obl

Godoy, by & the menace of superior forces, to move the Court from




.

yadrid to Sevilla, the conspirators met with complete
1808, on the 17th of March, they obtained, firs the remova
Prince of Peacej; then on the 12th the overthrow of the Monarchy of

=
Charles the 1V, befoPe the rebellious crowd; and finally the road

opened for the reforms that the %;Zzggaznt

N The way to '"vary the present political

it was put by the Council of Castilla ®n the 1l6th of March
7 Pf.n

spoeRy . The Spaniards trusted that the French troops would

neutral in face of the changes expeg¢ted on the coming to

Mrm A G I ok 2 the (HJV‘\ L\-_EA_‘;L o
il
Ferdinand the VII; \ ;kqfalo_f%ﬂncF_fwouuht that they would be

/
This was a crass error of Jjudgement, When, on the following 20th
ril the news spread that Godoy had gone to Francé =thus es
Justice- it became clear to all that security could only be found in
unity. From this moment preparations took place for the
fuerza" (uprising) which was , eventually, to burst
May. The conspirdtors -anti-Godoy patriots such as Daoiz } Velarde,
Ao rﬁ"r‘:\-@v\‘_{
the national heroeg of the Parque de Artilleria-, extended their
activities to the furthermost corners of the Peni
this,it may be said that the May revolt in
revolutionary and patriotic; and if it became

due to the fact that Murat's troops defended the

been over%@own six weeks before at Aranjuez.

We find ourselves, then, considerably distant from the general

interpretation of the events which led to the origdns of the wae against

Napoleonjy an interpretation which still curv1ves in spme sectors of

e ————————————————————————e

the younger onanz h_&gnqggpipv. It is not a simple case of Spanigh
lack of

xenophobia, nor of "a spontaneous movement withzmkxamyx preparation",

4 . A
Soloev1kﬂa perceives, accuraﬁ}y, that in the events at Aranjuez, we are
not dealing with a riot, but with a revolution; but it is Coroma who has
most profoundly gone into the problem, by tracing it from its most imp
important social rootsj members of the aridstocracy and the army;

1nte¥@ctual&g and business men, and evenk elements of the Council of




astilla, took part in the plot which put an end to the Old Regime. The

nti-Godoy explosion in Madrid on the 19th of March; that of Toledo on

the 21st and the 22nd; the celebration of the fall of the Minister
bi¥aulhtn ahout by the bourgeois of Barcelona; all these were adikimm

additional signs of the social unrest and agitation against the

dictatorship of the Prince of Peace. (iﬂt the same tlme, behind the

»eenes, coan+less figures, whose part has never been comolﬂtL{ de finea,

were acthL 1n ‘the shadows, wxaixngx weﬁv1ng the 3a+tﬁrn oi h1 tor; )

The decisive revolutionary step was taken by the OfflCGPS of the

Abtillery on the 2nd of May, when they delivered to the people the

arms with which to fight against the Napoleonic troops, who,
Vied 15 & wfpoft
unexpectedly/bpnkgzw%th the results reached at Aranjuez and became

-

el i AP . = ﬂ
auxllé:ﬁes of the abhored dictatorial system. (fh course, they could

td : o Rl R e T

not guess the thoug ghts of the ““ﬂero; fmx whom the members of THe
H

Saanish ROJﬂl Famllj were so man; more mar:onﬂttos,uﬁlb" bﬂ moved in

-

his vast DolltJ.ca1 and stra Te >ic ﬂocwwws. ) In the impassioned

of April and May in the year 1OOQ, Bonaparte was a tre to the

volutionary cause, the flagrant tyrant who was trying reduce the
Spanish people to slavery,

When the news of the events of May in Madrid reached the
outskirts of the Peninsular, the reaction was analogous in all parts.
In the last ten days of that month the provinces revolted. At this
time it was not yet known that Napoleon was going to hand over the

crown to his brother Joseph (who himself Gid not know until the 19 th).
However, the consecutive abdlc;;iSSEHOL C%arles IV and of Ferdinand VII
were known. The revolt was directed not only against the French, but
also against their collaborators, namely the officials of the old
- ire the temmaidld
regime, whose aim was to secure thcA : of power. Unéderneath,

there were mouvementc 1¢a1nFy the military and civil hierarchies whese
pa:h'cof

appciﬂ%meniﬁ‘hggwbeeg_greqz - : Ministry of
echoes of the revolt of Aranjuez reached the most distant corners of

Spain as a final, and this time decisiverrebelljous vave, in which

the Spain of the 18th Century was finally cracking up.

for this simple reason that the resistance against the
et i fromr—Tegion m..n:*——Cﬁ..ll_uwa of the—coumtry,
oM oo (‘Q,ﬂton-coi bo\_gt_g

- 3
Napoleonic Army had to be organized
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which—still existed =t that—+time. All the machinery of the central
government was geared to the politics of Godoy and so it vacillated
internally and remained abominablo externally. For this very reason,
the take-over of power by the Provincial Juntas was not pacific, and
there were uprisings, assaults and murders. As one goes mode deeply
into the constitution of thése Juntas and the numerous episodes of the
municipal revolution in May 1808, one discovers new factors which
throw into relief the clash between the old administration and the

new Reformative Spain which was wanting to emerge, and which, did

; burst
defingtely and dramatically kmesx forth in the midst of a military and

political cfisis without precedent. | The occurences in Ov1edo,

Zaragoza, Cadiz, Sevilla, Baanoz, Gerona and Tortosa, among many

others, are of profound sig nifi mnce 0 this histor*cal movnment

So the-reigas—TT power ueﬁz helo by a series of forces, which,
}

generally speaking, we can call roformalgv% . This generation ldoked
hopefully to the persons who had not been connected with the
governments of Charles the IV and who had been, to a certain extend,
the victime of Godoy: dJovellanos, the Count of Floridablanca,
Francisco Saavedray\ValdgE, and
andl@as inevitable. They needed ghem t
was more urgent because of the hostile attitude of I
It was only afterwards, after the unforseen and popular ard victory
at the Battle of Bailen --g Battle which resounded disagreeably 1in
the mxkzkEEraxigu® aristocratic and collaborationist Madrid of the

moment-- that there was the opportunity for everyone to examine his

own conseience and to decide in wha&fdirection andfto what end the

_ ; : HmEbfﬂfi
Revolution was to be organized; it was now called the Spanish

Revolution iﬁ/ﬁdbdpeq both—frem—the Military end—Pelitieal—poini.of
view,
So now we can realize what can be called the mental level of
thef Juntas| Provincialss), which very soon, through\ fore of
Lecave
circumstances, historical inertia and tkreugh¥ the impetuous

mnLsS -
centraliging tendancy of Spanish Jaoobiaﬁh would have to giveway




to the Federal Government of the Suppeme Central Junta,

dower level, and directly in touch

“ clsted other z;w Skt
P e ¢

Thrpwn wgp on tl me revolution: e of May and June of 1808, they

contributed effiaently to the planning of the fight of the masses

1g
against the invader, Later they were dominated by the Provincial Jun-
tas. Butthey were soon to get a new lease of life when it appea

the Spanish Revolution was lost to the Grande Armee duri

Napoleonic Campeign of 1808-9, Then they rose

of the desperate decesion of the populace to oppose the invader, and,

whether escaping from the agres: n of the enemy, whether disappearing,
constituted
later to reappear and re-establish themselves, they zmrXribmkmd
Wall_
invisible feder which contributed to the Exmmzk collap

. .is “ 1]
These Popular Juntas give us the final Key the war
revolt
endence and they explain the primary and zErkx essential NEYEXEREX

. L5 S that .
the peopley, which &re similar to ®hese in more recent times. Tedken

together with Military History as seen kEk through the action of the

Guerilla Fiéhuers, who were its emanation, AEXRAEXEEEFRXXXRBHEFXEXINR

RiKEEkEKHHQSSi,tbe -;ﬁur of which must show us, as has been already
shown—elsewhere (33(;—that—the—insurrection was on a—popularlevel,
out of which had to rise the—twoearmedand—entegenistie—Fforces of the
first half of the 19th Century, the Carlist VolRmnteers and the Liberal

Army .

We cannot generalize about the attit " the Spanigh peasants
during the War of Wae Independence. We do not know whether any of them
producedamanifesto concerning the ZEsigriEs designs which beset the
conflict against France. Ceftainly it is true to say that the peasant
took wp arms against the invaders when these destroyed the crops, took
lodgings by force, and cpmmitted atrocities and outrages in the
churches, It cannot be forfotten that the Napoleonic soldier was a

n a4
- . . T £ . ; o -1 Y -1 1
Jacoblﬁ@ in uniform. Nor does it help if we forget the anti-french




time obtaining the

Alberch, placed in

R

tial

communicating with the French, (that

same mob was to support the military dictatorshij
;i aimed
rebél leader Antonio Roca, Roca mirmmkmd

seat of power in
32 £ 4
dispossesgd
5 N
Near Igualada, on the road

T, 3 b Ric 4o b
LN1S Was supposed

F g

oyt [
;ircelona,knut the

R | r - \
1Lmpos J_l\u axes y

Justice and the functio of the polic

P&m nota b{os
Junta were held by peeede—of—Tower;

The ordinary

- < 4 aA e 1 7 - - ront T " C =h o4 3 1 ete and
threatened the rich and landed gentry as collaborationists and

about a B= y just social system.
xamples are revealing, and it would
quote more. In the underlying popular movement reflected in

Courts (Corregimentales) can be seen

af a social and political attitude which was to come

the following years. There was no revolutionary
which had any definate aims. Nor was it possible that there
But the public took a part in the events, sometimes
hindering government. With the few words they had
and died for their homes and the religion of their

a new world was seething, different from the oléd. Because
army uﬂfr-“jﬂhcr

of the future volunteers of the liberal XXEEER are ﬁgf*:ﬂ“ﬂd

troops in

istic of these was the peasant from Navarra, Espoz J




The consolidatiom of the anti-French and
Borlr _

after Basilea—(?) brought complete liberty of s

(=] L

Spaniards. Considerable quantities of printed matter were distributed
throughout Spain, supporting ideas of every kind, even the most

radical.(%riests and intellectuals of every type entered the fray to

P
defend Fheir particular points of view. A detailled examination of
k never
the contents of these pamphlets has r®X been made. At most, some
|

extrac#s have been used to sapport a _ . hypothesis or
subsedgent idealogical interpretation, The only extensive mate
whichshas been subjected to study by historians consists of the
rep%ie% forfulated by the eclesiastical authorities, corporations
holdinh distinct views, and even ordinary individualss, to the
|

nformation made available by the Supreme Centaral Junta in compliance

With @rt. IV. of the decree of 22nd May, 1809 "re-establishing" -

]

such 1 e word used - the Spanish Coretes or Senate. The present-

I :
ationiof this work, whieh we owe to F. Jimenez de Gregorio, suffers
from %ome scholastic imperfections. But there is more than enough
to taﬁe us do the core of the Spanish political and idealogical
feeli#g during the summerkmonths in 1809, before Marshal Souét's(inur)
offensive against Andalucia, the tenacity of spirit due to the
prolo%gation of the wgr and the emotional climate aroused in Sola

| J : . £
de LQQn‘s parliamentaryX debates in Cadiz. It was a period of tol-

eranc] and even of rectification of positions forced to be taken up

at tbe beginning of the revolutionary disturbancef)

I.
|
S

\4 A glance at khExxhzimxmfxk these documents taken as a
whole is sufficient to convince one of the spirit of reform which
invaded the most varied sectors of Spa society after May, 1808,
Without either geographical or mental distinctions!the governing

minorities of Spain declared themselves ready to avoid the PEFr—ih%e
Into Fallen \idegy /N
decadence "hlch the country had suffersd dn the previous years, by
(r.'wr’(umuvf)

reviving the practiesl tradition of the Cortes. Concerning this,

it must be borne in mind that this tradition was very real and that
lom‘j oS

there had not been the seewdsr lapse whieh mmkraxzetx in France had
caused—dissension—in the last edicts of the Botados Generales.

0

E I_—'_& ;{-:bf/ AdLA. L -sw




Although ineffectually, Charles IV had restored the Spanish
Cortes =f in 1789, but moreover the tide of erudition was beginning
. make itself felt : Martinez Marina, director of the Acadamia de la
istoria, had been working on a study of the Castillian Cortes since
1801, and in I807 this work was practically finished; For their part,
lerned Catalanéds, such as Antonio de Capmany, had covered the Cortes
of Cataluna, Aragon and Valencia in their studie and had an exact
knowledge of their functions and development.
il 5 It is not suprising, thoreforﬁ, that
agreement in considering the Cortes as the sole
giving the country a government that would direct and :
common efforts of Spaniards in the ¥ war, beb—=%sm, but also fof
restoring the country to greatness and improving the lot of the people,

: G Rl Tl PR b
1s suprising is the radicalism of many of the 58 ageennis
drup W :L_. A -..,t“ é, adAra /

received,mearly a third of which were eclesiastical. I?erer to

explain this phenom¥mg Hans Juretschke rec: he psychological

-
impact produced on the minority by the popular rebellion of I
N

which he calls " the myth of the people's power,/the conviction

[V
¥ 45

L 2 a 1 s -|
they were irresistaéble and that they had obtain

cessions and rights." [:EtuullJ, although only

attempted to unloose the gen al

been oq a cca1o and with an
reason, an

Villamil, author

inyiting thé S?aniards to insurrection under e _sloga the country
s in ééﬁ:er", was a few months later clam®sring agains "the Tabble

thronging the streets and squares", and

'self elected”,

The fact is that Perez Villamil, and others like him, moved
; who
by different ideals, were directing attempting to guide the skkEugxd

=trnJ:lo against the French, knew that it wa nly the tenacity of the

L=

"rabble” = later to be called the heroic people =

e to keep up a resistance of any sorgy against one of the
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that would inevitably prejudice the interests of the aristocracy and

landowners. "The time has at last come", wrote the lawmpr Ignacio Maria

de jgﬁes in the name of the Town Council of Totana, "the time when the
oppressed labourer, who until now has sweated to maintain and

crime of injustice, can throw off his bonds ask for some

when the tradesman can cast off the shackles that confine his

and when the wise man and the craftsman can regard the results

skill and industry as objects prized and dignified by the n

Other reports cate that the wings of the clergy and aristqgacy,hax
axrEadxxpRExeixpped "fruit of the Dark Ages", had already been clipped,
and that the accumalation of wealth by whatever person was to be ppo-
hibited "using appropiate measures2, while the fortunes and estates of

the great were to be reduced. This socialiging movement had asf ore of

ancient

nobility of Castilla, whose members, instead of joining the army, had
fled to Mallorca, Gibraltar or Ceuta, "waiting for the result of the
was"; or they were travelling throughout Europe on passports issued by
the occupation authorities. Such were,[ records

the Dukes of Infantado, Orgaz, Hijar, Sant

Colama, Osuna, Fernan-Nunez and Parque. An"Economic

Memoir on
Buryexxzsf the Gentlemen and Great Landownersg",

I8I3, assails the

Confronted ®x

by the cataclysm of 1808, the polemics between absolutism and liberalim
Qrg_‘_(p/n:W\POfW‘
ce??yZ}ess weight than has so far been given the dialectic®d ideology

caused by the Napoleoni n usion) Generally the theory is ﬁutx-in the

Catholic popul-ation fought
group éec?tiullr encouraged it from
renﬁu"
gathered in he two great streams of XIK ideologies were cert-
ainly outlined in that assembly; apove all they were at the root of
debates on the National Sovereignty, the freedom of the presshnd ke
. to
and the Inqu‘ér’-.ti.on.l‘:‘ut to try to r-educe‘tf?e two streams xm the comple

social and political scene, produced by the break up of the

is to blindly renounce ny ﬁogulble understanding




agonizing confusion which was created in Spain

————— T g e ———
[ rne war of Independence and@ the subsequént popular

often brought out hidden qualities in men, changi

even their idealogy, at any rate externally.

0 generalize about the position of any singlé

t
his class or politic much less to accept such positions

igating the matter thourgughly./When, as an example of patriotism

_Bishop of Cuenca, don Ramon Falcosi i Salcedo, i 1is do natdons in
favour of the combatants, is made " President of the Provincial Junta
_by unaminous décision of the people"/, it iB to ignore his complacency

under Murat's regime after May the 2nd
he was a victim of the columns of volunte
in co-operation with the offensive
supported
specia

41
whe

We see the same thing happening in the much discussed case
Frenchified Spaniards, that is, those w were punished in I8I4
collaborators
or pro-French were. Some,
held positions of responsibili in the Jogephin administration;
others, the majority, were those who swore in Joseph I as

: 2
in order to keep their mrx¥xX positions. Amoros esfimat?s
two million Spaniards wewe put on oath,  (?) a figure which
excessively high. Of the exiles of I18T4,
to be the figure generally accepted.
the most f from the National ¥ictory.
how many remained in Spain., Rexkka What_ever the
necessarilyAndicate the subversive opinions of the people concerned, Some were
driven to the side of ghe Fre: th wealth and the impos-
e turmoid and
y of the populacej others because they were servihe to any regime

authority, of whatever

1f we accept ro-French those who wished form an ideeglogy




soaked in the French culture of the XVIIIth PDT*HK”«; then it is
good as saying that there was not a progeessively minded man nor
mamber of the intellectual aristocracy who would not accep} any

principle of the Golden Century or the French Revolution. But while
“ewwl‘ﬁs, Llorents, Moratiu, Lists

there were some, the real Frenchified ?\ ho thought that the revolus-£WR.

% tionary movement was now absorbed (consumed), and i

-

graft it on to Spain according to the formulag and

w Others estimated that there were more possibilitie
_simultaneously for the liberty of the countryénd
dictatorship. Calle@ "insurrectionists" by the w

Frenchified, they were soon to earn the approval

much as they opposed the mrmxRr political action, social

of the pro-French in the Cortes in Ca

Between the purely pro-French and the sworn collaborators on
one side and the liberal vatriots on the other, there were, obsQurely
united in the basic emotions of certain Spanish urban structures,
three great social g S First, there were the defenders of the
Ancient Regime, that is, as the Villapadierna says,
pesisted in the absolute power of a monarch who carried
'His Catholic Maj

Divine Right of
Church by the proclamation
Jesuit historion,
but certainly some of the high ecclesiasticad
i much by the pro-

1814

thesge
renresentatives of tl national spirit ®Xx@ixz

d@épendence

block

who conformed to the

il

of the approaching




~P0-
the collaborators coul@ not
conformed
iaries between the
ERMEXERIWRAX Who
as the Catalan Gaspar

c.ll

day . Together with the pro-French authoritis,
menbf ®ER mid-century consertatism

third block

omnipotent dictatorshis
the consolidation of the liberal front during the Revolution.
alists,
in the reports rece
be the thesis upheld

= Wil

occasion, even by 1

ngst the most adept in unconditional absolutism, But it

ref'orm reached its

highest level; here, according to Suamez verdeguer, a group of deputies
formulated k%X "the first smkXime draught of a reform of the Monarchy
following the directions that the secular political constitution
the uses and customs off the rxpwrRawiszs® crown devised., It
and even probable that it was But it is more difficult to
its affirmation that "between the country in arms and the

deputies there was a complete identification It is an obvious

generalization,

s conformists, abso-
transfers from ane

Pro-French, oath-takers, Xilmmraxs liberals
lutistsy, reformists, matriots, gurillas....... and

party to another., All very human and understandable. Under cover of
mythical legend xkeer there boils a world of swirling passions provoked
fall the
by the mmxi® of ancient regime. The Spanicsh people are in the history
of Spain,definitely, with their desires and their paroxisms,
springsa all #ee later evolutdon: not only the

the first epoch of Fernand sewenth's

of Riego, but especially the cohstant oblig

/
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