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Dear Professor Fe r r a t e r , 

At t h e expense of being impertinent I have resolved t o wr l te t o 
you for some a d u c e or o r ien ta t ion . 

I sha l l be graduating >dth t h i s y e a r ' s c lass (B.A. Philosophy 
major). Also, I have been a Teaching Assistant in the Kodern Language 
Department for the past three years—-a most for tui tous opportunity 
s ince I hold no c r eden t i a l s . I am 27 years of age, found my new home 
i n Canadá five years ago, from Spain. . 

To put thíngs in context: I l e f t school foraal ly a t the secondary 
l e v e l owing to the circumstances at home at tha t t ime. Ñor did Pather 
make IB feel badly about i b ; he never doubted there should be a way 
out for us- in Spain! Paradoxically indeed, for he has alvays remained 
a non-confonnist a t hear t ( t i U 1954 he stood up e ight times for t r i a l 
as an ex-volounteer, General Staff member, in the Republican Arny; set 
free having had no post-war " a c t i v i t i e s " , no c i v i l crimes). I held Jobs 
—among other— as a t r a n s l a t o r and sec re ta ry . I r e c a l l I alvays took 
to ny work earnes t ly , got on my bearings comparatively quickly and was 
r e l a t i v e l y successful in ny endeavour to e i la rge the scope of ity visión 
as far ahead a s possible in the f i e l d . At 17, the typ ica l re l ig ious 
c r i s i s ~from youthful scepticism t o fervert evangelism— l e f t me with 
"deep" personal experienees. I co-operated in t h e a c t i v i t i e s of severa l 
of these groups but^in the end, could never ident i fy nyself en t i r e ly with 
any one of thero. Then canie the "cu l tu ra l s tage" , when I sought pr iva te 
t u i t i o n , attended l e c t i r e s , wrote, and, above a l l , read voraciousjy. 
Inc iden ta l ly , "Ortega" l e f t me (the f i r s t time) dazzled, but unimpressedj 
immediately afterwards I carne across "Unamuno" and—-well, you know, i t 
made the e n t i r e d i f ference . To-day Don Miguel's harsh echoes sound 
remote anl somewhat d is jo in ted , but s t i l l dear ly to me. 

A pinch of the romantic, t o o . As a child of two I already had, I 
am t o l d , ce r ta in "bourgeois" t a s t e s . Apparently Madrid1s suburban l i f e 
and an attachment to the Cas t i l lan s o l í , never prevented me from 
developing an idea l fer green lands and c o t t a g e - l i f e , "Europe" and gírls 
foreign. 
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I ove Canadá, and tbe Masa Society, the realization of these one©- " 
just-boyish-reveries. And much, much more! For one reaaon, I carne te 
understand the meaning of 've' , of a corporate real i ty whlch i s the 
opposite of an i l lus ion . For another reason, hore one can s t i l l — i f 
he so intenda— look at the four cardinal points , l i v e rather rea l i a t i ca l l y 
in a sober bourgeoia faahion, without having to be a bourgeois. I could 
make mine J. Maríasfs descríption of, i f not altogether h is prescriptions 
for , the American society . The l a t t e r are perhaps too "Spaniah", too 
vehemsit, I think. 

•' 

Notre Dame University has provided me with unueually g>od opportunitita. 
A small, but burgeoning institution, it has enabled me to keep the f**dly 
together at heme, round out my Library training (vital to nqr interests as 
it is), and be a staff member at one Department, while studying at another— 
giving me an adequate salary to allow me to live independently, but all .&> 
those essential books which are not usually found in the Library. I have *"* 
been a keen student, but remain largely an uncommitted observer. If I 
still to be trained, yet I ha ve developed some judgment of mjr own with 
regard to the future. The curriculum, here, is broad enough to give os 
a smatteriqg of the Arts and the Sciences, social and exact. There are, 
inevitably, lacunae in the systematic approach to Philosophy: the bogey 
of "Logical Positivism" (?),for example, precludes our formally studying 
subjeets such as Sysjbolic Logic. The rest of them revolve around the 
Scholastic (mostly Thomistic) tradition, but there are good sendnar-
tutorial courses in the History of Philosophy. 
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I find Philosophy can be, in wy case, a vocation, and the best weyof avoid 
ing. vicious academic professionalism. At this stage I face a problem 
in selecting the place where to go on studying. I believe scholarship 
to be the sine qua non, the pre-re<lui8ite for >all further endeavours. 
I have felt exasperated often times while taking a course in Existential-
Phenomenology, and I remain wary of sensationalism and dilettantism at 
large, even of the "scientific-theology" of T. de Chardin's. By the same 
token, while believing in nsystemrl and realiaing Philosophy might have to 
do with wisdom, I ara impatient with imprecisions. Otherwise I enjoy 
common sense and analysis, yet have found some British-American philosophy 
almost undigestable, especially relating "Ethics" and some epistemology. 
Although I fear the aestheticist strain that might be at the back of ny 
mind, I have been primarily intereated in ontological questions. But it 
is too soon to T?et profeasional." To start with, could one, by breaking 
barriers between disciplines, arrive at conclusions which no discipline 
has reached independently? 

You might understand, from the foregoing, that I have no lack of a 
certain orientation. I would like to pursue in due time, yet am at a losa 
as to how to proceed. The Gulde t£ Gradrate Studies has not been of 
assistance «ither. I must work ray May up, and this means I will have to 
go along one beaten path for some time. I could enquire about the 
possibility of being granted sabbatical leave (with some pay), though I 
wonder whether it would be of interest to me further to study at a 
Catholic institution, Otherwise I have been led to think there is 
generally a lack of an "atmosphere" in some Philosophy departments across 
the United States, perhaps Canadá as well, from reporta given by ngr own 
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brot-her-in-la», who recent ly chose to study Epistemology, on ft Voodrew 
Wilsorvf éUbwship, I n Michigan. 

•tt 

I l i k e the profess ional ' s U f e here because i t need not be 'publ lc 
Ufe 1 — he can take advantage of many opportunitiee ava i lab le , j e t renain 
independent• At the same time, I wonder whether lack of co-ordination of 
one 's t en t a t i ve goals and the means provided by an i n s t l t u t i o n might not 
resul t in m i r reparab le losses t o the derelopnent of t he indiYidual» évwninlW 
unexceptional case*. This need not be elaborated. Tet i f one 18 t o Efiífcín jftdépjwufc 
one cannot be i s o l a t e d . 

Could you ñame an i n s t l t u t i o n , or perbape b e t t e r , eomebody teaching in •_ 
North America, that I migit possibly r e f e r to? I t ndght be, I thought, Jt#t 
as easy for you to do so, kindly. To be sure I am not thinking of the bes t , 
but r a the r pos i t ive ly i n terms of possible "bettersSy s incere ly aware of ^ r 
l i m i t a t i o n s . I have read a few works re f l ec t ing t he contemporarjr scene i n 
Philosophy and Science, thoee of Sc iacca ' s , G. P icón ' s , Morton White ' s , . 
l a p l a n ' s , and recen t ly your Philosophy Today. I had previously read Xavier 
Zubi r i ' s f i r s t philosophy and began ( incor r ig ib ly ! ) t o dream of ever ge t t iñg 
to a s s iüd la te h i s thought, even write something ngrself on hie work. This, 
I nov r e a l i z e , reveá is a naíveté t o be para l le led only to my wri t ing t h i s 
three-page rhapsody to you. I have l o s t more tíian an hour 'e sleep l a t e l y 
considering what good could I do otherwise, not wishing Just t o wr i te t o 
the nearest un ive r s i t i e s and s e t t l e for t he highest f igure in f inancia l 
ass i s tance thay ndght o f fe r . 
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I had enjoyed your essays in Cuestiones Disputadas (espec ia l ly "Mea 
Culpa" and the l a s t on tfittgenstein), then I read your a r t l c l e on X. Zubiri 
( ínsula) and I decided t o wri te t o yon, I vas f i r s t astonished, then became 
discoxiraged from sheer awe when I began t o gauge the scope of your x>rk and 
your personal! t y . I r e f e r t o Being and Death and your -ontology-in-progress. 
Two weeks ago I became acquainted for the f i r s t time with your encyclopedia 
( tha t tour de forcé which i s the f i f th edi t ion) and now more than ever I 
decided I had to muster up my courage t o address you, I even hoped for an 
appointmait with you, a t your convenience, sometime before the New Tear. 
Even i f too prematurely a t t h i s s tage , i t would be an unforget table experience 
t o meet you and ask a few questions i n t he context of t h i s l e t t e r . The 
insp i ra t ion I would derive as a student would be vorth the t r i p . 

I a r r ived , independently, a t the therapeutic s t age as I vas r e f l e c t i ng 
t h i s Sunmer upon individual and group dynamics and had the sudden f lash t h a t -*-
"there i s nothing l i k e Heredity or Bnvironment.#,Boc&r or lfi.nd...absolute 
Individual or Social Whole...a Cause and an Effect» from the i n i t i á l cóñoidera-
t i o n t h a t , on the s o c i a l p lañe , t h e long-term effeets of an 'innovation* are 
la rge ly unforeseeable." —Or even more pa r t i cu la r ly the r e a l i s a t i o n t h a t wbian 
we are in a posi t ion t o woric wlth an en t i t y tha t we experience a t one l e v é l , 
t he en t i ty as experienced ty us a t t h e other l e v e l disappeare; the general 
problem of a ' t h i n g ' and i t s successively included and inc lus ive h le ra rch ica l 
s t r u c t i r e t ha t n e x i s t s n in ¿a ture in more or l e s s empiíical ways. Of oouree, 
s ince a •thing1 and what i t does has t r a d i t i o n a l l y been one of t h e p i l l a r a of 
the notion of causa l ! ty , such r ea l i za t ion leaves us baffled as t o where t o 

«,-
•i tTj 

-

/ 
* • • l • # • 

-

-

i 

V I W 



- 4 -

t u r n , . . 

But enough of what ndght be by now "Bunkunds*" or reason's underworld. 
I beg t o endose copies of some papers,which ndght be a s relevant as an up- to-date 
resume, (which I present ly lack the time t o s p e l l ou t ) . 

Thank you for your fine a t t en t ion to t h i s l e t t e r . 

Yours f a i th fu l ly , 

¥ 
• jsspinaco Virseda 
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