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De par=tmerrt of 'lVloder,n Rfa.tory;
University of Liverpool.

24. ,II." 57. .

Many thank� for your' .í e t.t.er-, I am. now workihg on

the lis t of books which you -enc Loaed j,some of t.ne's e works ar-e:
,- .no t av,�i1lable in Livèrpool, and othèrl¡lfha'Me· not yet arrived,

but I will send. revœews of the r-ema ífide r- to Sr Rubió ,is soon

as poss ible .

I am'very grateful for your kind and generous 'remarks
- .about my 'two pè e ce s in the "Bulletin 'of Hispanic Stud1es. II I
was very surprised. the oth,er day to. s,ee that tney pubLLs hed in'
the- other"lndicet! (the Madrid literary review) a, r-a tner-: distorted
version. of' the·Menêndez, Pelayo ar-t LcLe , .takeri froD} the'ltBulletin"
witthout my know-ledge .. ,a·nd, wltaout mrtpe:pmi.&Slon. 'Ehe resua,t,
was very bad: '� ;' . . ,

, ,.

.
I wonder if I. can aak your advice?' I have.' just

finished 'a work on Spanish colonial administration in the '18th
century which I hope wi·ll .be .pub:lishéd wâ.tfutn the next year.
tnis is a study, obaaed on archival d ccumen tat Lon , of the, intendanc
system, .and is an a t.tiemp t to take, adnun

ï

s t.r-a t í.v e hist.o'�y'·geyond
legal texts and gov;érnment Lnt.ent-í ons 'into the fielÇ!.' of ,practical
"ope:t;'ati'on and resul1¡.s. .Now, for var-Lous r-eás ona

ç I'wish to" ,

change my teriri t.o':Ç':Y.� ând" 'concenta-a te. mòre par t Lcu.La r-Lj; ·on'. Spanish
history;,.preferabrY�'9{ the.'HaQsbl.œ6··pèr�od", I still have a )_ot'
to learn: As you' know',

.•
the pr-ob Lem of the foreign student who

,

is interested in Spanis,h history is to know what is 'being done
"

-

by' Span,ish b
í

at.or
í

ans and what a t
í LLvneed s "to bé d cne ; ot.herwí.s e.

there is 'much' uneceaaai-y duplication of .effort and no .po fnt of
�oordin�i;.ion. Two projects interés t me.' ,( 1) rhe practical. oper
a,tion.;of 'Spanish .adrmnfa tration under' Philip II and 1 t,s ,'�lllpact
on the maas. of the people. Obv í.oua Ly this' is' a big sub je c t , but

their. ·are· var-Lous '�s'pects 'on which one cou Ld, concentrate; ,e1 the'r
the' G'ÒÎ1ñc.ils (às Schaf�r did for' the<;Cons�jo' de Indlas)',; 'or the

¡, .

office' of Secretary '-Ca�{ 'Convers Reaâ� has' .done for ,the,.'�riglish·
'

, <sebretaries of t.he same ,_period), or ft more spe c f aLí.s ed �·top,:i.c-l,ike
the sale of offices, (as Mousnie'r' d id for France). It seems to
me .that we need more fundamental war-k_s on 1Spanish admí.n í.st.r-at í

on ,

so tha t the problem- 'òf the decline ot bpánisl1 government. can be
take-n put of 'the arid wastes of, ideology, into the mo>r.e·�ï'er.):.ile



,fields of historical analysis. (2) A subject which ls of
obvious interes t to an Englis h his torian, the role of, Spain in
the Counter:-Reformation. I always think that the notion - shared
by many Span;i..sh and English historians - that Spain�was the
secuLar-" arm of the Cçmnter-heforma t ion. is a grea t "over-slmpiliifiœ�
ation. And the Anglo-Spanish struggle hat "been very partially
treated by English historians. Many' aspects of this problem
have already been studied, such as Spain and the Council of Trent,
the struggle in the Low Countries, the .dnglo-Spahish conflict.
So it may be that this is a subject for a work of synthesis by
someone with more maturity than I possess. On the other hand
,it mi�ht be possible to start on one aspe�t of the problem - and,
one wh í.ch Lnt.er-es ts me - auch as the relations be tween Ph í Lâ p II,
and the Papacy. It is true that von Pastor has2abundant, ,.

information on this theme, but apart from the fact, that hi'sJ
analy�is is very we�k, his 'wo�k suffB�s,from the defect �f not
having exp l.o I ted Spanish areh I ves. . .'..'

Do you thin� that either of these �rojects are. worth
d cí.ng , and if so which do you .th

í

nk would be/tmore va.LuabLe ?
On the other hand; if you think that none of ne s e ideas are

profi table, or if you know that they are already be ing studied
by, Spanish historians, couâd you suggest some other theme. that
I could .:usefully pursue?' I will be very gratefu.l for 'a�y he Lp and
advice you can' gi vè me ,"
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I am happy to have met 'José Forítana and to have been
of some help to hIm.. As wè Ii ve in', the' same house we have many
:dm.merès :bing conver-aatí ona , and my appr-e c La tian of some of the
problems of Spanish'history has grown considerably ûndE?r his
influence (as it d Ld , also under that of Ramón Gubern). I am

veI:Y
.

impres sed by the qu'ali ty of his' mind and' by h í.s acute

critica]. perception; "he ls a credit to his master and to the
Barceloha school of hi�tory.

" .e, ..J

I r-e
á Lâ ae" t.na t' you are very busy and I oùght"'I').o't to

tròi:lble you wi,th .80 many quea t í.ons . If I can be of any he.lp
to you pleàse let me ktlow. ' .
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Your-ae s incere li,
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