
Dear Colleagu.,

At ita last Annual General ••etirig the Association of Hispa­
nists of Greet Britain and Ireland discussed the desirability of there

being founded an International Association ot Bispaziic Studies to

affi11ate wi th th. Fed.'ration Internationale dt!s· Lange.. et Littltratures

Modernes (FILLM). �h. matter had originally been ra:ised by Dr. S.O.

Àston,� Seoretary4General of FILUI, who' had. pointed ou.t to us that

Spanish was the only major langtlage,in th. field of .od.ern Language
Studies not yet represented OD the l'ederation. Our Association

decided that, if sufficient 'support were forthcoming trom other coun­

tries, it e auld endeavour to hold an International Oongress o� Hispanic
Stud!es whioh would me.t with th. express pur�ose of

-

founding'an Inter­
national Association to apply for membership of PILL•• It,is in oonne��

with this tha� I am writing to you.

As you will know, UNESOO set ,up in 1949 its {Jounseil Inter­

national d. la Philosophie e� dos So1.nc.� Humaines, membership of which
was cotloeived in term-s llot of national bodies but of humanistio disci-

plines, organized as � 1G asoc �=

Larlguages and Literatures should b. represented
was tound�d in Ploreno. in 1951, growing out ot the Oommission Interna- ,
tionale d'Histoire Litt.ra1re J40derne which had been in existence sine. �

1928. The general aim of FILUi is tf:the- promotion, development and

encouragement, through international co-operation, of �h. scbolarly

study of modern and medieval langu.ágee and li tel'!lture. " '1'0 this end �

it holda regular International Oongresses: .

-

but it also has partioul_al'
and practical aims in th. furtherance of res.arch. and it has already
sponsorlld a number ot bibliographies with UNESCO subventions; other

possible enterprises that it may spOllSor with th. same finanoial
li

support are the revision and reprinting of so•• of the, great diot�iIIJG��L-l

the reproduction of MS material in the gr.at libraries, and so on.

J(embers,hip o'f FILat is open only to international associations.

These may b. dedicated to th. furtherance of th. studie. o� on. parti­
cular language and/or its 11t.ra�ur., or of eeieral languages. Thus �

among its me�bers are the Association Internationale des ktudes Fran- � ��

?81ses, the AsaociA.tion International. des Mudes Slaves, th. Assooi;-:- ,:
zione Internazional. per gli Studi di Lingua e L.tteratur. Italian.;
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the International Association of University Professors of English,
and so on. S�anish is represented in FILLLI only. indirectly, in so

far as individual hispanista are members of the 'Modern Human1ties

Res.àrch Association and the Modern LangUage Association of Amerioa,

which bodies are affiliated with l'lLIM. *rhe Feaeration itself

feela the lack ot, and would weloom.. an Asooiaoión Iñternaoional
de Estudios Hispanioos.

It suob body came into being and were aff11�at.d with

F1LLM it would quality tor grants from tmESCO for such llrojeots aa

the compilation and publication of bibliographies and cli.ot1onariee.

Subsidies f.'!'o:n this souro. a.re not yet available to his'Oanists

since they can be grant�d only to international.assooiations and

not _to national org�nizations or individuals. Th. Oonstitution
.

,of FILLM stipulates that for an association. to quall�l for member-

ship it :nust fulfil th� followln¡ requirements among others:

(a) nit sha.ll -be international in its aims and out­
IO'ok, fr•• of political aime and independent of
any :form ot external control" J

llits tu.embership shall b. op.n to scholars of any
nationa¡itl"r

"��..,_".,.-=

nit shall have a membership of not 18.8 than 50
and comprising 1B.};o1ars ot not less tb.á.l1 five .

self-governing nations.tt

Sino. as far as we know we are the only national

(b)

(o)

Aseoeiation of Hispaniste in eXistenc., we are the o,llly bOdJ in
a positloa to take th� initiative in this matter. We therefor.'

propos. to sponsor an International Q()ngreas of Hispanists to be

.

held in England in 1961 with ·th." expr.es purpose of foun�g an

Âsooiación Internacional d. Estudios Hispahicos. This aim oannot

be fulfilled unless we ean b. aura that at least :five difterent

nations will be represented by at least a fe. hispanio scholars

aotually present. We ar� therefore approaahing some of our
'"

colLeaguee in CAnada, Freno." Se-rIlan,., Bolland, Itall, Spain and

th. U�ited States of Amerioa. in order to discover what measure of

practioal support there may be for such a Congress.

I shoul!} b. ve.ry grateful, therefore, .-kf you could

kindly give me your answer to the following questions:

(a) Do you. think it deai-rable that an Aseotaci6n
Internacional. d e Estudi. as HispánlCtos be foUnded
with a view to ita affiliation with FILLY?
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(b) Would you yourself consider attending a Oongress
of Hispanista in England in 1961 convened for this

purpose?

(c) Do you think the idea of such a Congress would
me.t with the gen.ral support of hispaniste in

your country?

(d)' Is there any organization, group or individual in

your oountry who would be prepared to canvass

support for the Congress? If not, would it b.

pos'sible for ua to be furn.ished with a ,list of

al1t or as many ss possible o� the tttaoh.rs of

Spanish in the universities of your oountry?

If I am. able to repQrt to .othe next Annual Gener&l
K••ting of our Assooiation, whioh will b. h.ld in Karch,. tha.t our

� -

proposal has met wi th sufficient suppo,rt, W� shall immediately
begin preparati'Qlla for the Congress.

Thanking you in anticipation" I am

Yours sincerely,

Professor of Spanish Studies in
th. Ul'Û.versi1iy of London.
President of the Association of
Hispanista of Great Britain and
Ireland.



near Colleague, '

At its last Annual General .eeting the Association of Hispa­
nista of Great Britain and Ireland discussed the desirability of there

being founded an International Association of Bisp�o Studies to

affiliate with the led_ration Internationale des Langes et,Litt"raturea
Modernes (FILLM). The matter had originally been raised by Dr. S.C.

Aston, Secretary.4General of FILIJl, who had pointed out to us that

Spanish was the only major language in the fi.ld of Kodern Language
Studi.s not yet re'Dresented on the Federation. Our Association

decided that, if sufficient support were forthcoming from other ooun-

'� tries, it should endeavour to hold an International Congress of Hispanio
Studi�� whioh would meet with the expres� pur�ose of 'founding an Inter­

n��ional Association to apply for .embership of FILLK., It is in conne�on

with this that I am writing to you.

As you will know, UNESCO set up in 1949 its Counseil Inter­

national de la Philosophie et des Soienoes Humaines, membership of whi�h
was eonoeived in terms not of national bodies but of humanistio disoi­

plines, organized as international assooistions. In order' that Modern
_.=��-

Languages and Literatures should b. represented on this Counoil, FILLM

was founded in l'lorenee in 1951, growing out of the Commission Interna­

tionale d'Histoire Littéraire lIoderne whioh had be.n in existenoe sinoe
1928. Th. general aim of FILLM is �the promotion, dev.lo�ment and

encouragement, through international oo-operation, of th. scholarly
study of modern and medieval languages and liter4ture." To this end
it holds regular International Congresses; but it also has partioular
and practioal aims in th. furtheranoe of �.searoh, and it has already
sponsored a number of bibliographies with UNESCO subventions; other

possible enterprises that it may sponsor with the same financial

support are the revision and reprinting of so.e ot the great diotionaries,
th. reproduct,ion ot' KS material in "th. great libraries,' and 80 on •

•embership 'of FILat is op.� only to international associations.
These may be dedicated to the furtheranoe of the studies of one partl�
cular language and/or its literature, or of sev'eral languages. Thus

among its members are th. Association Internationale des I:tudes han-

9áis.s, th. AssociRtion Internationale des itudes Slaves, the AS80cia­
zione Internazionale per gli stud! di Lingu.a e Letterature Italiane,

..
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th. International Association of University Professors of English,

and.so on., S-panish is represented in PILLM only indirectly, in so

far as individu&l hispanists are members of the Modern Humanities

Res.aroh Assooiation and the Modern La�ag. Assooiation of Am.riea,

which bodies are affiliated with FILUf. Th. :Federation itself'

feela th. lack of, and would weloome, an Asooiaoi&n Internaoional

de Estudios Hispanieos.

I� such body came into being and were affiliated with

FILLM it would qualify for grants from UNESCO tor suoh -projects as

th. compilation and publioation of biòliogra-phies and d1otionaries.

Subsidi.s from this source are not y.t available to hispanista

since they can be granted. only to international associations and

not to na'tional org�zation8 or individuals. The Oonstitution .

of FILLY �tipu1at.s that for an association to quality for member­

ship it muet fulfil the following requirements among others:

flit shall b. international. in its aims and out­
look, fre. of politioal aims and lndepftudent of
any :form of external oontrol";
"its membership shall�b. open to scholars of any
nationali ty fi �

"it shall hav.� EL mèpWership ot not le.a than 50
and. c.Qm�rrising '_'olars ot not less than -ti,v.

self-governing nations."

Sino. as far as we know we are the only national

Asspoiation ot Hispaniste in eXistenoe, �we are the �n1y bofty in

a position to take the initiative in this matter. We there1'or.

propose to s\')onsor an International Oongress of Hispanists to be

held in England in 1961 wi th th.
�

express purpose of foundi�g an

Âsocia.ci6n ¡nt�rnaei·one.1 de Estudios Hispanieos., This aim cannot
..,::

•

�
l

(al

(b)

(c)

be fulfilled unless we can b. eure that at least .five different

nations will be repre?ented by at IfJQat a fe. hispanic scholars

actually present. We are therefore approaohing some of our

colleaguss in Cnuada,'l!'ranQe, Germany, Holland, It�.yt Spain and

the U�ited States of America in order to disoover what meaaure of

praotioal support there may be for suah a Oongress.

. I shoúld 'be very grat.t'ul, 'therefore,. kt' you aould

kindly give me your answer to the following questions;

Ca) Do you think it desirable that an ASGoiaai6n
I

Internacional d e Estudi. oa Hispánicos be !oUltd.d

with a view to its affiliation with FILL1l?
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(b) Would you yourself consider attan11ng a Congress
of Hispanista, in England i� 1961 oonvened for this

purpose?

,

' (o)
,

Do you th�nk the idea of auch a Oongress would
meet w�th the general support of hispanista in

your country?

(d) Is there ans organization, group or individual in

your country who would be prepered to oanvass

support tor the Congress? If. not, ..ould it be

possible for us to be furnished with a list of

all. or as many as possible ot the t$aohers of

S�anish in th. unive�sitles of your oountry?

If I aJa able to report to 'the next Annual General

Keeting of our Assooiation, which will b. held in litareh,. that our'

proposal has met with suffioient support, we shall immediately
be�in preparatl'ons for th. Oongress.

Thanking you in antioipation, I am'

Yours sinoerely,

Professor of S'Panish Studies in
the Universi-by of London.
Pres1<3.ant of the AssoQJ:ation ot
Hispanista of Gr�at Britain and
Irttland.

• ,r


