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THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE UNIVERSITY

THE OGONTZ CAMPUS
1600 Woodland Road
Abington, Pennsylvania. 19001

|

Area Code 215
TU 6-9400

| April 15, 1967

-

Professon Paul Edwands
New York Cituy, N.Y.

Dear Professon Edwands:

1 Thank you 4for woun prompt answen to my Letter and
fon youn willingness Lo answer my quendies concernding
the section on Contemporary Spanish Phifosophy 4n the
Encyclopaedia.

No doubt you have been advised by persons well
acquainted with the present state of Spanish phifosophy
but 1 am still afradd that the advisons have monre
, closely folLlLowed the vox populi Lthan the vox philosophi.
Assuming that forn some neason the name of Professon
Fennaten Mora was not included én anu 0f Zthe LAs1s 0f
contemporarny Spanish phifosopherns submifted o you,

1 82488 §4ind 4t puzzling that no names oZhar than

that 04 Julidn Manias (Zubini belonging to an olden

| genenation) were mentioned. Professons José Gaos

and Eduando Nicof, presentluy 4in Mexdico, and Projesson
J.D. Gancda Bacca, presently 4in Venezuela, are also

! very prominent among Spanish phifosopherns, and, as

E is6 the case with Professon Ferrnater Mora, they certainly

come beforne Ma, Julian Mandias 4in philosophical
sLgndifdicance.

| To be sure, 1T do not dispute your opindon on

| the value 0f Projfesson Fernnater Mora's book, Being

{ and Death, &44ince in matters philosophical opinions

| are [an from being uniform, 1 siilf befieve that

this book 48 a majon item 4in coentemporary Spanish

(i philosophy, particularly in view of the fact that iz
is a jubl-fledged ontology [the problem of death

| being only a quiding thread jforn a morne thorough

philosophical investigation). Projessor Ferralen

Mora has, moneovern, produced other books. 1 Zake

the Libenty to send 2o you by separate madll copies 0f

Philosophy Today and Man at the Crossroads(to confine

myself to works available in English), which you may

perhaps find of some interest.

I apologize if I gave the impression of wishing to
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disparage the work of Ma., McIlnnes, whose scholarshdip

and phifosophic competence I am 4in no position 2o judge.
I was probably unduly incensded by some of the short-
comings concennding Spanish philosophy jound in zthe
Encyclopaedia. 1T wish to assunre you that these shornt-
comings anre nreal, independentlu of whethen the so-and=-s0
L8 on 48 not included in {ts otherwise splendid volumes,
For anstance, on nereading the article on Professon
Xaviern Zubini, 1 notice that his book, Sobre la esencia
(1963) L& mentioned 4m ithe bibLioghraphy. VYet, none

0f the <ideas developed in this book =--which £& Zubindi's
mafor philosophic paoducition, not to be compared with
his eanlien colflection of!{ essauns, Naturaleza, Historia,
Dios, pubfished 4in 1944-- ane even hinted at 4in zthe
Encyclopaedia aart«icle. A confirmmation of this shornit-
coming may be found by consulting Professon Ferraten
Mora's anticle, "The Philosophy of Xavier Zubiri," 4n
Geoarge L. K&ine, ed., European Philosophy Today,

A Quadrangle Paperback Ordiginal, Chicago, TLLs.,

1965, pp. 15-28,

Thanking you again for taking time Lo answer my
Lelten,

Sincenely,

Priscilla Cohn



compe.te.nce
indepe.nde.ntt
�n6tan.ce
Ke.Kta.dtng
--�jfi.cc/i
Stnce.Ke.ty

