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Ooteber 80 , 1958 

D«ar Professor Ferrater Mor»! 

At the Ins t lga t lon #f Charles Norman, th« author of tfc» enolesed e r t i o l e , 

I a» about t o apply to the Aaerioan Counoil »f Leamed s o e l e t i e s f e r a grant 

t o g ire ne tima to complete «y t r a n s l a t i o n of the peema of the l a t e franca a oe 

Flanee and t o prepara an e d l t l o n of the or ig ina l t e x t s , the u l t l m t a hepe being 
^ j b l l o a t l o n af 

a b i l i n g u a l e d i t l o n of hla worlc* 

Hay I jaeke ao bold aa t o aalc yon t o be one of ay sponsors (or„ i n the language 

of the Counoil, "Referees") for t h l a projeot l Acceptanoe on your part would e n t a i l 

your eendlng the Counoil a "Confidential Report on Applloant for Grant- in-Ald* 

( e o w r i n g "your eraluation of tíie app l loant aa an individual • • • and your o t i t -

l o a l opinión of the propoaed prograa") on an e f f i o l a l "fox»" whloh would be eent 

t o you and whieh would heve t o be re tumed to the Couaoll by Hoveuiber SOth. 

I f l t a tr lkes you aa odd that I ahould apply t o you t o auppert a p r e j e e t -¿... 

that la nel ther In your part loular f l e l d ner l n your par t i cu lar language, the 

i / 
expl&nation la simple. The Counoil belng e a a e n t l a l l y an aoedemlo ergnl ia t l e t t , 

I thought that I might l n sorae measure o f f s e t my laok of aoadevdo qual l f loat lona 

(which, a s you know, are n l l ) b\ the b r i l l l a n o e of thoae of ay «poaaere. l o far* 

I have seoured the ±» ldnd o f f i c e s of A. Lansa d i Trabla» of Rutgers, end of 

Jaogues Sarsun» e f Coluabia* 

On the other hand, I oan well understand tha t you might not wish t o exprese 

an opinión in a f l e l d t h a t i s not o f f l o l a l l y yours* And i f that l a the c a s e , or 

i f for any othsr reason you do not oare t o sponaor the p r o j e c t , 1 s h a l l tale* it> . ,„" 

a s a klndnesB l f you w i l l siroply dee l ine t o do se» -



I u a t preaent angaged l a trenalat ing Goethe** "Egmont." Üntil ahioh 

ocoasion I luid been * a r c i f u l l y «parad tha knowledge of how bad a "olaat lo" 

ean b e . I think l t I s the most woodan oompositian erar t o haTa energad froa 

mortal pan* I imagina that i f tha H r a n s l a t i n g * machine" IB erar developed 

l a t o a "oreat ire w r i t i n g machina," Ita produeta w i l l be rery muoh l i t o "Egment." 

I h i a f of oourae, l a for money. As rolmitary atonement I am oontributing a t r a a s -

l a t i o n of loma pass e g«s frora Holderl in'a Hyperion" t o a forthooming "Bolderlin" 

i s s u e of "The Literary S e r i e * . " Cleser to «y o f f i o i a l l n t e r e e t s , I en t o t a l k 

t o tha V&asar MedleTal Soe ie ty enGalioian-Portuguese Lyrio toward the and of 

next nosth* 

I hopa that yonr p rlnoeton laotureehip prored rewarding. Ara tha leoturea 

published or being publlshedT I suppose you are now engaged on soma new projeott 

I f you cara t o t e l l me, I ehould l i k e t o know what i t íat and how i n general yon 

ara far ing . 

Please remember me t o *iUe] Ferrater Vera. I of ten thinlc wi th pleaaure of my 

r i s i t t o your house a t Bryn Uawr. 

With bas t regarda, 

TOUTB most s i n o e r e l y , 

5 - Xi - r f-


