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Pr»fesser Jesí Ferrater Mera 
Departiaemt ef Hiilesephy 
Bryn Mavr Collefie 
Bryn Mtt*r, rem.sjlTuni», USA 

Dear Dr. Ferrater Mera, 

Jeü» Cruz Cesta, Irafesaer ef íhilesajihy nt the University *f 
Sae I'aule, is knewa im philesephical aad his ter ical ci relee 
threujheut the Auieri cae as the eutstaadiag c«nte»i|)«rtirj h i s ­
torian ef id"aa ia Brasil* I a» certaia i-h.it yeu Ceunt uin 
as an acquaiataace if ae t a perseaal frlead. 
Yeu will be disturben te leara , tiiea, that aa «raer has beca 
isBU«d fer his iisprisenneat a» a "pretective neaaara" fer the 
security af the arasent aatieaal refiiae. Oa Friday a i j h t , 
September 4th, the Departaeat af l 'el i t ical aad Secial Urdir 
(DOtS), Brasil '» Iateraal Security t e l i c e , waa iastructed by 
the Fermaaeat Ceuacil af Juatice af the Secead "Auditérie" af 
the Sesead Mililary Regiea ta arres t aad ínprisea Cruz Casta 
alang with ene studeat aad tbree atber prefessera, includiag 
tbe irerld-renewed pbysicíst , Mari a Schemberg. This is the 
l a t e s t ia a series ef ia.prisoameats, exiles aad hara&&aeat» 
by which the preseat "reYolutieaary" fieveranient, uader the 
j¿re text ef aati-cotunjunisa aad anti-subversien, is attenptiag 
te suppress ep^esitien by creating un atmasphere af fear aad 
intifridatiea in intel I ectutil v i r i l e s . 

Nene ef the five had bee» lecat«d by pelice as af th is writin¿. 
Ueanwhile un appeal signed by L L 3 a r t i s t a , arcliitecta, a r t 
c r i t ica and «Lher ia tel lectuala calling fer reYacatiaa af the 
arder was presented te IVesident CastelLe nVanee ia Sae Paule 
Saturday neea en the eccasiea af the e.fficial inauguratiea 
ef the VIII* Bienal af Madera Art.. Schemberg. ia «dditien ta 
beiag aa eutstanding phyalclst , is knewn also as aa ar t c r i t i c 
aad vas a mewber af the jury which made the select iaa fer BiaaaL 
exhibit ien. 

Castell» Branca premissed te atudy the appeal. Duriag his 
16 mooths in affice he has dereleped a reputatiea Ter fa i r -
aess aad mederatiea, fre jueatly having retes»1 decisiens tabea 
by the "Uinha áuran (hard-1 iae) .ef the a i l i t a r y brasa. 
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Th» feor prafessers iavolved, Crua Casta, Scheaberg, Florestas Feraaadea 
«,ad Fernandas Bearique Cardas», had been acensad af aabversíre teadenciea 
aeveral Bttnths agn bul ma taeari g h&a been held either fer faraal presen-
tation af charges ar ta pravíde «ppariusiij far defease, Na evideaee 
has beaa presented ta suppert the sccasatians. The facaltj af the Scheel 
«f Philaaephj, University af Sao Fanl*, en April 13 raemorialized the 
UnÍT«rsit.y's Freaident and Baard af Trastees that such tbreats ta professor 
aad students be remored in arder that research and studj- might continué 
wi&bim the ataéaphere ef freedan sa essential ta the praper fnnctiening «f 
a uoiversitj. 

Ta cenaider Cruz Casta a aaager ta tbe present regiae i s , af caurse, 
pateatly absurd. There is clearly ae justificatien whatever ta inprisan 
him. If pressure af warld opinión in the mame af academic freednm caá ha 
brought ftgainst such irresponsable and morale-damaging acts af Brasil's 
militarj gevernment, thea farerable actien probably maj be expected fram 
Castella Branca* Cam we eeunt en your suppert in thia matter? Address 
a letter ar cablegraai af protest ta 

Presidente Castalio Branca 
Brasilia, Distrito Federal 
Brasil 

aad please send a copy to ae far publica-tiaa la the Brasilian prese. 

If further infersiation is d^sired I aball da ray best ta prsvide i t . 

Gillette "Síurfi 
(Professor af Philesophy, 

Western College; 
Fulbright Professor, 
Brasil, 1965) 


