Consulade Americans

Rua Padtte Jeae Muneel, 20
ae Paule, SP, BRASIL
September 7, 1963

Prefeaser Jeaé Ferrater Mera
Departmest of Yhilesephy
Brys Mawr College

Brya Muwr, Pepnsylvania, USA

Dear Dr. Ferrater Mera,

Jeas Cruz Cesta, Prefesser of Fhilesephy ut the University of
Sie Paule, is knewn im philesephical and histerical circles
threugheut the Americas as the sutstamdiag centemperary hi
terian of ideas im Brasil. I am certaim that ysu ceumi him
mal friesd.

a3 @R uwcquaimtamce if met a per

Yeu will be disturbed te learm, them, that an erder kgs beem
issued for bis imprissnment as a "protective measure™ fer the
security of the present matismal regise. On Friday might,
September 4th, the Departmeat of Pelitical amd Secial Order
{DOFS), Brasil's Imtermal Secarity Pelice, waa imstructed by
the Fermament Council of Justice of the Secend "Auditdrie” of
the Sacend Militury Regien te arrest amd imprisem Cruz Cesta
aleng with ene studemt wmd three sther prefeasers, includimg
the werld-renewned physicist, Marie Schemberg. This is the
latest im & seriea of laprisonwemts, exiles and harassments
by which the present "revolutiemary" gevermmeani, umder the
pre text of amti-cennunism und wnti-subversiem, is attemptimg
te suppress ep,esitien by creating un atumesphere of feur amd
intinidatiem in intellectual cirtkes.

Nene of the five hud been lecated by pelice us of this writing.
Meanvhile an appeal signed by 113 artists, architects, art
critics and eiher intellectusla callimg fer revecatiem of the
erder was presented te Presidemt Castells Brambe-im Sis Paule .
Saturday neem en the sccasiem of the efficial insuguratiem ®
of the VIII? Bienal ef Medern Art. Schemberg. im udditien te
being an sutstanding phyaicist, is knewm also as an art critic

and was a mewber of the jury which mede the selectionm for Biemul
exhibition.

Castelle Brumce premissed to study the appeal. Durimg his
16 months in WIfice he Was developed & reputptiem fer fair—
mesa and wederatisn, frequently havimg veteed decisiens takem
by the "linha dura™ (burd-line},of the wilitary brass.



http://i-h.it

The feor prefessers imvelved, Crus Cesta, Schemberg, Flerestam Fernandes
and Fermandes Hemrigue Cardese, had beem accused of subwersive temdencies
several memths age but me heari.g has been held either for fermal presen-
tation of chargea er te previde eppertumity fer defemse. Ne evidemce

has been presented te suppert the accusatiems. The faculty of the Scheel

of Philessphy, University of Sae Paule, en April 13 memerislized the
University's Presidemt snd Beard of Trustees that such threats te prefessers
and stndemts be removed inm srder that resesrch and study might centimue
within the atméaphere of freedom se essemtial te the preper fumctiomimg ef

a university.

Te cemsider Cruz Ceata & damger to the present regime is, of csurse,
patently absurd. There is clearly mo justificatiem whatever te imprises
him. If pressure of werld epinien in the mame of academic freedem can be
breught against such irresponsible and merale-damagimg acts ef Brasil's
wilitary gevermment, them faverable action probably may be expected frem
Castelle Bramce. Cam we ceunt em yeur support im this watter? Address

u letter or cablegram ef pretest te

Presidente Castello Brance
Brasilia, Distrite Federal
Brasil
amd please semd & copy te me fer publica-tiem im the Brasilian preas.

If further infermatien is desired I shall de my best te previde it.

Cerdiglly, /

Fre Gillette‘g%‘um

{Professer of Fhilesophy,
Western College;

Fulbright Professor, :
Brasil, 1965) s




