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Dear José, 

I have to begin with an apology for the long delay 
in writ ing about your book, Being and Death* As you 
knov9 I have been coapiete ly occupied for the past two 
yeara i n ge t t ing together «y own book, and a l s o , in writ ing 
another one — th ia time on N i h i l i s a . Henee I have f a l l e n 
far behind on my aany obligationa» My | r i enda do not wait 
for ae to find l e i s u r e but publiah t h e i r booka anyhow, and 
I have a backlog of volumes — yours, Eai l Fackenhein1s, 
Bob N o v i l l o 1 a , Maurice Natanaon'a9 e t c . — on which to 
mediaate th ia sumraer. 

I have read about 75 pp. in your bookv and a l s o cheated 
by reading the aec t ion on batían death, ainee i t coincided 
with work I have been doing ayae l f . Let me aay f i r a t that 
I aa very auch impressed with your a t y l e . You r e a l l y 
write ex treae ly wel l 9 and aoae of the aentencea are beauti -
f u l . Aiao, you know what you are ta lk ing about9 and today 
in th ia country9 th ia ia a r a r i t y . Our "ontologiata" aeea 
t o f e e l that long diaquiai t iona on the abaence of Being» 
or on the character of the i r experiencea in the backvooda 
of the Rocky Mountaina9 w i l l aubat i tute for learning and 
dianoia. I an happy to aee that you abare ay d ia taate for 
th ia aort of thing, without f a i l i n g t o recognize the hamony 
of poetry and philoaophy9 in the r ight way and a t the r ight 
t i ae* I a l so l iked eoncrete ly what you aay i n the aect ion 
on huaan death* Your c r i t i c i a a a of Ueidegger aeea to ae 
ea inent ly aound. So far aa your more general theaia goea9 
naaely9 what you c a l i " integrat ioniaa 9 " 1 doubt that I 
have underatood i t wel l enough aa y e t to coanent extenaively* 
1 aa aoved i n one moaent to agree; in another, t o aak whether 
you are not aoving tocólos© to "proceaaualiaa," My own 
convic t ion l i e a in the d i r e c t i o n of what a ight be ca l lad a 
"hamony of oppoeites ," i n which a v i s i b l e atructure perdures 
and both holda together and allowa t o d i f f e r e n t i a t e the 
procesaos wi th in , I auppoae i n a rea l aenae I aa a Pythagor-
ean9 of the Platonic v a r i e t y . You aeea t o ae a t l e a a t to ? 
be c loae t o t h i a view. 1 have graaped that you want t o avoid 
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both partial "positiona" or weltanacbauungen, and also 
the untenable cíala to Hegelian wisdoa. I «hall be 
looking forward to your coming ontologieal works, which 
I gathered froa your roaarks in Purdue9 are forthcoraing, 

By now you should have rece i ved a copy of my book 
on tho Symposiun» May I once again thank you for your 
earlier interest and holp in this connection. With 
beat regarda for a proaperous summer, 
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