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Dear José , 

I very much appreciated your l e t t e r and we were both 
unusually pleased with the g i f t for the baby. Francoise (by 
a l l Bieans l e t ' s use f i r s t ñames) has writ ten separate ly to 
thank your wife (whose f i r s t ñame I don' t know), I be l i eve 
that Jaime and I can ta lk free ly to each other, and I hope 
that t h i s w i l l be of soné use to hira. We chatted for an hour or 
so on Sunday evening, and he w i l l be dining with us on the 17th. 
In addit ion, I have inv i ted him to watch foo tba l l with me on 
TV on Sundays when and i f he i s in town* But my main task w i l l be 
to put him into touch with people of h i s own age and i n t e r e s t s , 
which i t seems to me i s h i s primary need. He i s e s s e n t i a l l y 
"European" in h i s formation, and t h i s makes i t d i f f i c u l t for him 
t o find h i s place among young Americana» But obviously the 
preblem i s not inso lub le , and I trust that he wi l l make good 
progress both in understanding himself and adjust ing to loca l 
n e c e s s i t i e s * 

Your l e t t e r a l so reminds me how much you and 1 have in 
ccanon, ph i losophica l ly . Since 1 nayself am e s s e n t i a l l y a 
European and contingently an American, 1 suf fer to some degree 
froa a kind of "schizophrenia," which takes i t s sharpest form 
in bafflement as to «y "place" in American phi losophical l i f e , 
or as to whether there i s such a l i f e * I hope that we s h a l l see 
more of each other and get to know one another be t ter . Needless 
to say 9 I am extremely in teres ted to see Being and Death. May 
I a l s o congratúlate you on ge t t ing i t published by an American 
Press! I may be Consulting you about such pract ica l matters in 
the near futuro* Princeton Univers i ty Press , a f t e r s o l i c i t i n g 
my half-fini'shed mss# on Plato 1 s Symposium and expressing great 
i n t e r e s t , returned i t with a curt "we are no longer i n t e r e s t e d / 1 

They to ld me only that they had acted on the bas i s of one report 
from a "well known" reader, but would not t e l l me what he said* 
except that h i s remarks were "general rather than l i n e by l i n o / ' 
I don't quite know where I s h a l l send i t next , but there are one 
or two p o s s i b i l i t i e s * One handicap 1 suf fer from i s that I 
use many of the methods of Leo Strauss (although my r e s u l t s are 
of ten quite d i f f e r e n t ) , and he i s widely d i s l i k e d , both because 
he reads beoks care fu l ly and because of h i s "conservativo" p o l í t 
i c a l views* I f one i s a t h e o r e t i c a l radical and a p o l i t i c a l 
conservat ivo , there does not seem to be much room for such a «an 
i n American u n i v e r s i t i e s * Or so I sometimos f e e l . 

Rest easy about Jaime, and do write again. Please remember 
our i n v i t a t i e n i f you want to spend a weekend in State College* 

As ever , 

H~*''<Y 9 ^ 
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