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Dear Frofessor Ferrater Mora: 

I much appreciated your recent letter with its kind remarks. Since I 
have now finished your book, and nave been reflecting on it for some days, 
and because of one or two other developments, I take the Liberty of replying 
rather quickly and at length. 

First, with respect to our project, we are coming cióse to the moment when 
Anderson will try to get funda from a Foundation. Therefore, we would 
be grateful if you would write a letter in support, to John M. Anderson 
(who will be in charge of the "management"), telling him of your interest 
in what we wish to do and that you think it importante etc. To refresh 
your memory, we will be trying to establish a philosophical register which 
describes in detail research and interests both in Europe and America, to 
facilítate a rapprochement between American and tiatum continental philo-
sophers9 to organize and encourage those Americana who continué to regard 
philoaophy as a way of life rather than as a profession, to establish a 
jouraal, etc. We plan to emphasize the political as well as the theoretical 
significance of such an enterprise. William £arle of Northwestern, who 
was our most recent visitor, is also writing such a letter, and in his 
opinión we ought be able to get strong support from colleagues who feel as 
we do. If you know of any such interested persona, especially (to enhance 
the prestige of our dossier) those with some reputation, perhaps you could 
ask them to write also to Anderson. We in tura will be pursuing our own 
contacta, both here and in Europe (where, for example, we hope to get 
letters from Jaspers and Marcel, among others). 
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Second, I r ecen t ly received A Fulbr ight Research Grant t o France, where I 
s h a l l be a f f i l i a t e d with the Universi ty of P a r i s . I am most anxious to 
immerse myself in the t e x t u r e of ¿uropean l i f e and would be deeply g ra te fu l 
t o you i f you care to suggest any people whom I might p ro f i t ab ly learn from 
o r enjoy knowing. I am aware t h a t Europeans are considerably more reserved 
than Americana in making new acquaintances , and I want my s t ay abroad to 
be something other than a pro t rac ted s e r i e s of lee tures and e x h i b i t i o n s . 

The c e n t r a l problem which your book r a i s e s for me can be s t a t ed as follows: 
on the one hand, your treatment of the h i s to ry of western thought i nd i ca t e s 
both a personal caut ion (even reserve) and a deep recogni t ion of the d i s -
loca t ions which a re not simply pecu l i a r to modernity, but t o the condi t ion 
of se l f -consc iousness as such. Thus I should th ink i t would be super
f i c i a l t o c r i t i c i s e you for having accepted "modernity11 with optimism 
because 1 bel ieve you see much deeper than t h a t , and in fact are taking a 
deeper s tand or pos i t i on . What I r a t he r wonder, in face of the aforementioned 
cau t ion , i s whether you are j u s t i f i e d , in view of your own understanding, 
in the optimism which, as I understand i t , goes beyond contemporary p o l i t i c a l 
events or an "acceptance of modernity,*1 but which expresses an a t t i t u d e 
toward man. Let me t r y to c l a r i f y t h i s too cumbersome sen tence . As 1 
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read your book, it is an assessment of intelligence or self-consciousness 
as made manifest in history. The problem of intelligence was recognized 
by Plato: the activity of thinking is already a falling-away from ideal 
theoria, and the angle of deviation tends to increase as society. becomes "* 
more complex* This raises an insoluble problem, be cause the more men 
think9 the more corrupt they become* Yet if thinking is stopped, they 
cease to be men, philosophy is over, and life no longer worth living* 
Therefore the most iramediately crucial philosophical probiem is a political 
problem. Plato*s conservatism expresaos, not an absolute political plat-
form, but a recognition of the impossibility of expunging the defeets of 
histórica!ly conditioned thought from man's existence. In the sense of 
Plato's conservatism, one might well under certain historical situations be 
a radical or revolutionary as those térras are normally defined* The meaning 
of his conservatism is, in the present context, pessimism* Pessimism is 
of course not defeatism or nihilista: it imposes upon one the task of pre-
serving gaiety in the midst of continuous corruption* The political problem 
becomes two-faced, then: how to preserve the highest degree of political 
sanity while at the same time preserving one's own sanity (the two modes 
may be quite different)• Of those modern thinkers whom I know, it seeias to 
me that the complexity of this problem is most visible in uousseau, When 
Rousseau goes wrong to my ear it is because his moral indignation is inimical 
to the character.of philosophical thought: it raakes him forget what he other-
wise knows -- that individual health dependa upon the balancing of publie 
factors. Indignation leads to disgust, which in turn prevents him from 
dealing with the publie in the disinterest of pessimism* Instead is gener-
ated a personal enthuaiasm which colora the publie and paradoxivally disgust 
is transformed into sentiment and optimism. Thus, if you will forgive an 
exaggeration, one could say that Rousseau generates rather than accepts 
modernity in its bad aspeets* This generation springs from an attitude 
toward intelligence or self-consciousness, rather than toward local political 
conditions* 

I now return to your book* You seem to 
I attributed above to Plato* Furthermore, 
what I cali Rousseau10 moral indignation* I therefore do not yet under-
stand why, given a really classical conception of the intrinsic ambiguities 
of consciousness, you tend toward optimism — I repeat and emphasize, not 
local political optimism, but a deeper optimism concerning the ambiguities 
of consciousness* Pinally: by Greek pessimism I do not mean the view that 
man will necessarily destroy himself, but rather that he could deatroy hiiu-
self because of an ineradicable defect of reason itself* Life goes on, as 
does happiness, in the skitdows cast by this defect* Have I misunderstood 
you when I infer that, for you, the shadows are not as long ñor as dark 
as I suspect they are? 
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I t goes without aaying tha t I very much enjoyed and was deeply im-
pressed by your book. In reading ovar the previous l i n e a , I fear tha t I 
have f a i l ed t o s t a t e c l ea r ly what is« a f t e r a11, not amenable to a Car-
t e s i a n c l a r i t y » but whích should be b e t t e r expressed than I have managed 
t o do* Please forgive iqy inep tnes s , and regard i t as only a f i r s t approx- •> 
iraation or bas is for conversation* 

I would very much l ike t o send you sorae th ings I have wri t ten* Un-
fo r tuña te ly t a s I read over each published a r t i c l e , i t begins to f a l l apar t 
before my very gaze. What I regard as my most successful papera are not 
now in p r i n t . However, I s h a l l t r y t o pick out a few of the l e a s t imperfect 
o f f p r i n t s and send them to you, with g r a t i cu tde for your i n t e r e s t . Please 
remember tha t they urere wr i t t en by a man even younger than the one who 
now senda you h i s best r egarás , 

Cord ia l ly , 
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