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April 18, 1961 
no c'z.o na :i:,9v ai/i;* I/JÍ oa qaiiiiw io J U a 3j±;jp onoj svsr* ; 

uear irpiessor J?errat$r-Mora; clíper o;u:m CJ vní t noir.vi i .cví/f: 
(¡Jx.v .úixioo aiiíiw aux*ie*J aemr^oiu ai i. -fi OJ -^::;c.riJ j . ; sJ:I w...:&ll 
-¿ » i realize wi^hsham$ tnat i t is four ¡nonths since i received 

your very kind letter/QÍ Uecember 18. I continuously postponed" 
answering i t becetus? of various projecta ana possibilities, and 
wantea to be abl*,to tel l you the resulta. In any-event, virtually 
notning has^oaje.oíMhea^ I was in fact rejected by '̂the ¿¿ockéfeller 
1'oundati.on, de^pite, í believe, the support of the vice-president 

, in cnarga o£ theae granU, *.ennetfa iUooipson- I presume that thé -
reason was,the too at>straet otxaracter of .ray project. i'hís at ieast 
was also,the opiniQo oí itayroond iron?< wnom I know here, and who'is a 

vmfriendco¿ Itiampson' 3. Aron said that úe would apeak to ihompson 
on ray benaií soaie Une tai» ^prin^, , tal feit&r.** ¿C »PtatftJ&HoQ late for 
anythinrT,to be done aDout i t £or noxt year, and, as a twice-rejected 
candiüate, I may now be persona non grata at Kockefeller Foundation. 
The onlyother posaibilityfortne^future, ;which i* rather epheneral, 
canceras the Uaiversity of íexas^ both in claseic» and pnilosophy, 
but so fa|í,I,,aBi not .tfcinkina seriously -.about: i t¿ ni n i'¿ to a 

¡ -
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_ I ha,ve oad a most íruitful and axciting yearp Phe major reáson 
for this is Alexandre Kojevo, about whon I may have written earlier. 
I am also seeing regularly a friend of Kojeve's, a most remarkable 
Jesuit, Gastón Fessard, who i* trying tto reconstituí© Christian theo-
logy with ue^el ratqer toan Axistotle as tha ohilosopnical base. 
üowever I, may feel about. this w ..-and 1 think it is not unreasonable, 
since Aristotle was in no sense a Christian, whereas riegel, whether 
an atheist or a believer, explic.itly philosophizes Ghri3tianity — 
the man Htú&elt xs ;£ñ-;tfxt,i;áoróí¿'a^.mrson4íity« Kojéve and Fessard 
have put mein 'túúáh ^ih(Rá^iká¿á ^ron9

l%\xtI do not know him as well, 
having seen him only <fcce ?o ^fir (he was in Harvard until recently) • 
1 shall also be seetogr Â *au*Q9Í£e Koyré (also recently oack from the 
otates) and probably Gabriel Maree1. We spent two and a half weeks 
in ¿ngland, which included a long and interesting stay at Oxford. 
1 had some long conversations with G.rt.G. Mure, who is very lonely 
and pessimistic about the unphilosophical situation in ¿ngland. We 
talked with Leslie ¿teck, and spent an entertaining hour with áir 
Isaiah iierlin (whom I may be seeing again in Paria). All these men 
to one degree or another have given me a concrete picture of ¿uropean 
intellectual existence (I aiso talked with >Í.F. oclacea and ¿nzo Paci 
in Italy)and the contemporary philosophical situation. Although i t 
is radically better than in America, I cannot say that i t f i l i s me 
with unbounded optimism. I t is strange how the history of pnilo­
sophy has been "historicized" ~ even politicized — by the most 
imaginative thinkers here; while the more orthodox professors are 
better educated versions of their American counterparts. Why must 
i t be the case that, in our time at least, those who âtc* philojtoAhy 
seriously as a living totali ty do not take seriously,* 'aPe'-prev^ntiid 
by their very seriousness, from taking seriously the thinkers of the 
past? Kojeve i s both an exception and a proof of this dilemma; he 
knows the history of philosophy, and he lives within i t in an original 
and imaginativo way. But as a genuine Uegelian — the only one I 
know who is not a heo~Hegelian, ~ he uses his imagination and originality 
in a surprisingly conventional manner: namely, to get the Hegelian 
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d i a l e c t i c a l c l á s s i f i c á ¿ i o n carr i ed through. dut t h i s ac i s a minor 
c r i t i c i s m oíf0S íiáj6? ltfiíSfcer* 

IdOl t 8 I íx iaA 
I nave done q u i t e a b i t of wr i t ing so f a r t h i s year: an essay on 
Tha le s , i n which I t ry to raake p h i l o a o p h i c a i l ^ l n t e l l i ^ z b i é t h é ° ; : 

fragmenta a t t r i b u t e d to hiin in Diogenes L a e r t i u s whi le d e a i i n g wi th 
fch? iqye^ftion o f - t n e o r i ¿ i n oí pn i losopt ty ; a paper 'oñ- . - í r i s tot le* s 
iíe Aiúna, in vynj.cn i d i s cuss . the ' -ana logy b e U e e ñ í h e ihind ánd'- tho 
hand* a o d a iong , iong essay on ^ s o t e r t c í s m f i n wfiiéh^I d iácü¿S í , f 

/ (thft;nece^^ity o í ; t h e ; d i * t i n c t i o n between -the n^ivate and the publ ic 
* ndl&ftttMMI o íbtbe at»aotaneTorrnatur«'OÍ tkOMftt i t s e l f . wi th áóAén 

ifiteurpr^tations of Nietzsche and ríeidé$ger as• two k inds lof e s o t e r -
ie j .^tg t . an4, with aa atterapt to fiflo* the cónnection between p o l i t i c a l 

- . e x i s t e n c e and.phi loaophy. Jut i l f ear t h a t t h i s l a s t , ; i f no t t o o 1 

B ¿"eSP^er ie^ iMkcerta in l j r . too .uof in i shed as y e t i ^ - l ám h é r l r i t h e 7 

midst of soane r e l i e c t i o n s on the quest ion of - Ideas , based on a study 
Tc^*ctfc9 gfailebtta and Parmenidea, .but - t a c k l i n g the ques t ion i n a a o 

¿ fundamenta a i or ap^Cttiattvc, rather tnan a s c n o i a r l y , way. '-'1: '• *-'r:~ 
• noi í r .bnuo^ T J ílo'lO/locii J£ £jc?_^ gog t--;KJ¿'1<-Jt'' -í° '"0l1 '••>•"• -1 * ü * f i I i ^ " ¿ 3 

tXB*AcMcft*V*9;rfcft h e a r t k a t ,¿eing and Qeath w i l i not appea r ' i n ¿ n g l i s h , 
a i n c e ^ p a n i s h i a i»ot One ray l a n g u a ^ e s . • t our conrment on the d t f f i -
c u l t y of f ind ing a p u b ü s h e r for a ph i lo soph ica l book makes me" J 

f e e l even more that I am w r i t i n g for rayself — and perhaps a few 
n o fr i ,ends. ¡JutL ÍIQW; can I complain, .vr.en t l i i s i s a d i r e c t conse-
•ií>M*$Qe.>$ jmy.o^n.conception oí" tñe nature of phílosophy? «i>'J i'-• 

oíüí,;íl£iní>*i íícrn z f ^ ' ? v 5 r c . - i c cr^iix Q v .h . J . ; , : .e i . .n.i i ;- . G&1.> . [ 
- o ; . Ir i-ootf íor*ard to hearincr íTrom you agaiftf p loas* for^ive -me for the 

de.lay in anawering. I hope i i w i l l .be p o a s l & l r f - t o ^ e ^ t wi th you ! 

toltariUk% ¿ t a t o » t a i s f a l l t n o v r t h a t - w e ^ a r é both a ia i i í t o b e c i t i z e n s 
i¥*.t the ,vGmnionweaílth. , . - , : i J E I I Ú - B sanea on ni sm¡ v l J o j s n . junx* 

— vixnr.xjerixfO aesir#p.£f í l in • v i j j p r iayo , layí»iJ Dü H no J&isaSn CH 
* Vvtn bes t w i s h e s . and tnanita f o r .vour „ m a r4* OT/ie.aoi Dfic o v e r o s . - Í J J* i i c n ^ , ••• iv-W*0 t í??xs « -, p¿ .7 A . i r . n*.n. ynJ 
, . ñ e t p m , t h e FeTro.wship a p p i í c a t i o n s ^ . . . . , Vfcrt 

. ( v i i n o o o T i i j f iu biBYlfcü n i 3f;w eüj T ñ | o* o o g 'i-.o r i t . n ^ ? 'n:vi-; i 
onj moni ítecel v U n o o c í O«ÍXÜJ QTIO-Í jTdMWt W * ^ ^ »" o s i n Ü.M.B 1 
&¿ly9« ilr,;: c •¿nzi O.VT j noqe v •looiBiú Í S A O Í Í I , vx-i^íioicr .,¡;A. . e s J ^ í e 

. b i o i x o ^B v.cJt- s n i j-óo-'vJxii ^ne r n o l t- osui í loni ..oii.v f: n*,J .'Jv- ni 
y joao l vi'jv e i or.v to*i»ir. .1, .-..t, : . j i« BnoiJa&i&Y'io-s -*ici >¿;oa .)Í"»Í! 1 

e-'/ .bnfiír»^. rti noiJfUJiri !f:oii.::c¿.oiiáic;ni¿ MU SUO, S ' J i J c i n i í C J i ^n£ 
t i c ítaiw ti;on *-fiiniU'-'QJT; ::Ü Jnoqs oflfi , - 3 ' ^ Dii^ou uxi:¡ : ^ J M J ; J 

aor. eaoíiJ t i / . • i&xir* - ni nxt-.'zñ ¿aisem so v/;ra i r.ou../ ;*ii-iei. ur*x&&X ; 
ntofroii-'i-* io *>tu¿3iq 9ÍGTO;IOO -: •-;:: ífjvi^f yVBrt i snacnü 10 yo r . yu oao o ; ; 
joc^i osfl*3 onc BOOcioo .* i . . . . iJ i- f;'3>.ir.J OBJ¿ X> o.>nJJ- IZV í¿\i¿¿0')Líc$nx 

ti n ruonj iA .no iJ r . i / J i¿ li-.oxn-roaoiinq y;iBiocr;aínoa &Í.J oax>lvi^Ji r;i 
oía e í í i t J i í a n j vea Jonnro 1 r a s i l a ra A n i aanJ TQJÍOÜ */ÍÍÍJ:JÍÍ>JJI «si 

-o l i r l a l o vno^exn 9/ií «oií e inf i í ÍB a i J l •;:fcii~i-r-o oeiinLOunu ::Ji.v 
Jaoni í>nj vd — ó e s i o i x i i o c aovo — M b a s i o i i o j a i n n nytd sed vxitToa 

OIB Baa8a9io*iq xobouíao aiora en i oliíiw ;ST-*IÍ a l a f ín in i svij /sniu/uoi 
Jeun: vi v . e í i f eq ie i - LIOC nBoiaomA T Í S Í U lo enoxaisv besBouoe - I ^ J J Í U 
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b « » w ^ " a 9 a í ^ X a o o x n s e eüBJ Jen ob v j x l r . j o j nxvxl ;> -,*¡ v i e u o x t ^ i 
9fiJ :o sio^riXiiJ 9íi¿ v í r i i o i i s s -nx^'cí ITOT t la<r3nei:oJ:T3e n s v I^D. . J ;a 

erí fBmmelxb axní l o t c c í n ¿- úac noxjaooxs nr> i.;oa r^i svófO/t .3&.,a 
íflrixyxno n^ nj T Í air l íxu aovxí orí nc f v n q o e o i i n c (o viojexri JriJ a.vonst 

1 9no v.íiio o/ix - - nsxXe^Oii ariofiag ÍS 3Í3 íua •"«-.•/ ov i í aa iv Í*RÍ GÍIB 
Víxifinx^i'io oar, noxJr»nx-xmx a i d sesu f-ií - - f nnxlo su-0 9a & Jon - i orcw ,/on.4 

n«xl9^on 9.1J t M oJ txl.$0.ba n^'.nr-m ÍBnoxínoTflOO v i ^ n i a n m j a a ffi 
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