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ﬁ-,,;E;gqlizquwi;hﬁsnamq:tnatiit.ts four months since-1-received
Your very. kind; lettersof Vecember 18. I._eontinuously postpéned®
answering it because ¢f. varkious-prajects-and pdssibilities, and:

- Wanted to, be able ;te tell you the results. ! In:any event; -virtaally
nothing has qome ;of ;them,; kcwas:in: factorejected by the Rockdéfeller
foundation, despite,-I believe, the support-of the:vice-president

i.-kn charge of these -grants, senneth [hompson.:: I presume that thHé:
reason was ,the_too.abatract character.of .my. project. 'This-at least
was also, the apiniqn.of Raymond . Aron, cwhom.L know here, .and whe' is a
;. friend, uf IThompsen'sg. cAron.said thatibhe -would speak te ‘hémpson:
on my hehalf sometime- titis 3primg, ,but it is certainly.too late for
anything to be .dong.about it: fon next year;: and, as a twice-rejécted
candidate, I may now be persona non grata at ankefeller Foundation.
.The only other posaibility: fnnﬁ@qgﬂ;utgrq, ‘which i$ rather ephemeral,
concerns ;the University of Texas, “both.in:-claseics:and pnlluSnphy,
but. so fa; I am not thinking uerluualm ahuut it. L Lo
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3 I have -had a most Iru1t£ul and axultlng yeary - Ph& major reason
for this is Alexandre Kojeve, about whom I may have written earlier.
I am also seeing regularly a friend of Kojéve's, a most remarkable

. Jesuit, Gaston ressard, whg is trying to reconstitute Christian theo-
logy with degel rathen. than Aristotle as the philosophical base.
However I, may feel about this sw jand Ecthink it is ‘net unreasdnable,
since Aristotle was in no sense a Christian, whereas Hegel, whether
an atneist or a ballefer, expli:itly*phllusuphlzea hrlatianlty -
the man Himself 15 an thfénrdtnaﬂf qersnnailty. Kojéve and Fessard
have put me “iri-touch with Rafﬁddﬁ‘ffunflbuf T do not know him as well,
having seen him only éjce go far (he was in darvard until recently).
I shall also be se@& Aljunﬁtth Koyré (also recently back from the
States) and probably Gabriel Marcel. We spent two and a half weeks
in England, which included a long and interesting stay at Oxford.

I had some long conversations with G.R.G. Mure, who is very lonely
and pessimistic about the unphilosophical situation in £ngland. We
talked with Leslie deck, and spent an entertaining hour with 3ir
Isaiah derlin (whom I may be seeing again in Paris). All these men

to one degree or another have given me a concrete picture of suropean
intellectual existence (I also talked with M.¥. Sciacca and £nzo Paci
in Italy)and the contemporary philosophical situation. Althouzh it

is radically better than in America, I cannot say that it fills me
with unbounded optimism. It is strange how the history of philo-
sophy has been "historicized" -« even politicized -- by the most
imaginative thinkers here; while the more orthodox professors are
better educated versions of their American counterparts. Why must

it be the case that, in our time at least, those who 1:%’ pg
seriously as a living totality do not take seriously,

by their very seriousness, from taking seriously the thinkers uf the
past? Kojéve is both an exception and a proof of this dilemma; he
knows the history of philosophy, and he lives within it in an original
and imaginative way. But as a genuine Hegelian -- the only one I

know who is not a heo-Hegelian, -- he uses his imagination and originality
in a surprisingly conventional manner: namely, to get the iHegelian
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d1alect1¢ai Ei&éﬁiflﬁ&%lﬂnlﬂarrled through. out this x is a minor
criticism of°5 'Major' thinker.
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I have done quite a bit of writing so far this year: an essay on
Thales, in which I try to make philosophica2lyiintelPicib2é ‘the™
fragments attributed to him in Uiogenes Laertius while dealing with
the iquestion-af-the ;origincaf:-pnilosoply; a' papér/oadrtafotle's
De-Anima, -in wanicholsdiscuss .theranalogy betweén the'mind and the
handg gad a3 ilongs-tong essay-on Lsotertcismy in whAieh’'I didcugds''®
vithe:necegsity-ofnthaidistinction between (thé pFivate andCthe 'public
15 [§Riterms ofsthe atruoture orinatureiof tanoaght 'itself, with dome®
ipterpratations-of Nietzsche: and Heidegger as.two kinds 'of ‘esoter-
ieigts, . and, with an attempt.to showrthe .cdnnéction between 'political
;=9Xistence and ,philosophy, :v3ut L. fear that 'this last, 'if not too™
5 o .esoterie," sisa;ceptainly.too ,unfinished.as yet, (I am new in the"
midst;ef seme:reflections.on_the question of.-Ideas, based on-a study
rcaf -the Philebus and Parmenides, .butitackling the question in a e
i;-fundamental or- speculative, rather«than a scnolarly, way. Cals
cNoitsbavon asflolosioceil Ju EFLTT G LAOGSTISU LU WOL LSl 4 #'j*’i g
 Ipkiamcsorry ;taq hear_that Being and Death will net appear: 1n-mnglish,
JSipce . dpanish.is unot dne . my languages. :four comment on the -diffi-
culty of finding a ijpublisher for a<philosophical book makes me
feel even more that I am writing for myself -- and perhaps a few
rno:fxkends,  But hqw,can L complain, whern ithis ‘is.a direct conse-
J1s3uence  of .my.own. ﬁun:ept1un of tne nﬂturt of philu&ﬂphr? TR T
sforidteeey Yecm £ ,a'evdio.. fo oatsite 6 vilnoaiien CGRLo e
-0::% kools-ferward:td hearing. from.you again: pl#asE”fnr#fvaﬁma for the
delaycin answering.:. I hope: it wilk be "'pogsiblé to . meet with yod !
,2iln bheatates this .fally.now that -we -ard both adaivi to'be citizens
~ 9§ -the {lmrea];th;- _:---1;-¢-1'1-.... Lousnge of L 25N :-1.:«*..*:,-.-;‘1. SO =
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