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Uear Professor Edwards: 
i — 

I have had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o l e a f t h r o u g h THE ENCYCLOPAEDIA 
OF PHILOSOPHY, r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d , and p a r t i a l l y e x h i b i t e d 
a t t b e December 1966 m e e t i n g o f t he Amer ican P h i l o s o p h i c a l '-
A s s o c i a t i d n , i n P h i l a d e l p h i a , and w h í l e I am g r e a t l y impr.es'sed 
by t h e scope o f t he w o r k , and i t s p o s s i b l e u s e f u l n e s s f o r 
s t u d e n t s and t e a c h d r s i n C o l l e g e s and U n i v e r s i t i e s , I c a n n o t 
h e l p b u t e x p r e s s my d l s a p p o i n t m e n t a t t h e way i n w h i c h Span ish 
p h i l o s o p h y i n g e n e r a l , and Contemporary Span ish ph í i l osophy 
in- p a r t i c u l a r , has been t r e a t e d i n t h e ENCYCLOPAEDIA. I t 
wou ld seem t h a t t h e e d i t o r i n cha rge o f t h i s p a r t i c u l a r 
s e c t i o n has o n l y a p a s s i n g knowledge o f Span ish p h i l o s o p h y . 

Bes ides XAViER Z U B I R I , t h e o n l y con tempo ra ry Span ish 
p h i l o s o p h e r t o whom a s p e c i a l a r t i c l e has-been devo' ted i n t h e 
ENCYCLOPAEDIA i s JULIÁN HARÍAS. Anyone i n Spain o r a n y . 
S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g c o u n t r y " - f o r t h a t m a t t e r , anyone who i s 
a t a l l k n o w l e d g e a b l e — i f asked a b o u t ' t h e most i m p o r t a n t 
Spa"nish p h i l o f f & p h e r s o f t he p r e s e n t t i m e AvouVd m e n t i o n 
JOSÉ GAOS, EDUARDO NICOL, J . D . GARCIA-BACCA, JOSÉ LUIS L. 
ARANGUREN, a n d , t o be s u r e , JOSÉ FERRATER MORA, b u t c e r t a i n l y 
n o t JULIÁN MARÍAS. Your i n c l u s i ó n o f h i s ñame 1s p u z z l i n g . 
No 'dcft ibt he i s a p r o l i f l c j o u r n a l i s t b u t h a r d l y a p h i l o s o p h e r 
who has made an o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n t o p h i l o s o p h i c t h o u g h t l 
I n 3 e e d , even h i s c l a i m o f be ing th*fe c l o s e s t f o l l o w e r o f 
JOSÉ ORTEGA Y GASSET i s dóspu ted by o t h e r f o l l o w e r s o f 
ORTEGA, íucfh as PAULINO GARAGO'RRI, A. RODRÍGUEZ HUESCAR, 
and MANUEL GRANELL. I ara a f r a i d t h a t yo i r r n o t i o n t h a t -
JULIÁN MARJAS i s t h e most i m p o r t a r t t contemperar,? Span i sh 
p h i l o s o p h e r w i l V . c a u s e you t o be t he t r run t o f mu.ch" 1 a u g h t e r 
and d e r i s i o n among the v a s t m a j o r i t y o f Span ish . pfh i l o s o p h e r s 
and younn P h i l o s o p h y s t u d e n t s i n S p a i n . 

•Your e r r o r oí i n c l u s i ó n , howeve r , i s f a r l e s s s h o c k i n g 
than y o u r e r r o r o f e x c l u s i ó n / I t i s s i m p l y a i " ~ 
you m e n t i o n -Pro fes 'sor JOSÉ TE-RRAfER MORA. o a l y . 
on DICTIONÁRIES C? PHILOSOPHY. He i s t he a u t h o r o f a 
DTCTIONARY OF PHILOSOPHY - - a u n i q u e r e f e r e n c e w o r k - - whose 



fifth considerably enlarged edition, in 2 vols., was published 
in 1965. But that is the least of his philosophical production! 
Above a 11» he is very well known for his original thought, 
expressed in a number of books which have been translated 
into various languages and —v/hat is perhapd of greatest 
interest in this connection— also into English. These 
books include MAN AT THE CROSSROADS, PHILOSOPHY TODAY, 
UMAHUNO: A PHILOSOPHY OF TRAGEDY, ORTEGA Y GASSET: AII OUTLINE 
OF HIS PHILOSOPHY and certainly his most distinguished and 
original work, BEING AND DEATH: AN OUTLINE OF IMTEGRATIONIST 
PHILOSOPHY --a book which presents with astonishing clarity 
the fascinating" thought of an extreinely able philosopher. 
Other titles could easily be mention^éd which would attest to 
Mr. FERRATER MORA's significance in the field of contemporary 
Spanish philosophy, and of contemporary philosophy at large. 
You may be interested to learn that the whole Spanish-
speaking world is eagerly awaiting publication of EL SER 
Y EL SENTIDO (BEING AND ÍIEANING), 1n which the author 
has promised to develop more fully the ontology preaented 
in BEING AND DEATH. The publisher (Revista de Occidente. 
Madrid) of this forthconing book could testify not only 
to Mr. FERRATER MORA's vast number of readers.and their 
enthusiasm, but also --perhaps slightly ruefully-- to their 
great impatience to see the most recent publication of 
"their master." 

I note in the- bibliography of the article on ORTEGA 
Y GASSET that-mention is made of no less than four works 
by'Mr. Julián Marías, including some which are merely 
polemical, and three works by Santiago Ramirez, which are 
not even polemical. Mr. Ferrater Mora's book on ortega 
y Gasset, written'in E-nglish, and trans]ated into Spanish 
and Portuguese, is not mentioned at all. The same is the 
case with works on the subject by José Gaos, A. Rodriguez 
Huesear. Paulino Garagorri, M. Granell, and others. It 
would seem that the author of the artfeles on both 
ORTEGA Y GASSET and JULIÁN MARÍAS is biased or misinformed, 
or both. • • -
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^Jery t r u l y yours 

(Mrs . ) P r i s . c i l l a Ccrhn 


