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Oear Dr* Hora 

A a a candidato fo r the mas te r ' e de groe i n Germán a t ,/ayne 
S t a t e Uhiverai ty , I axo p reaen t ly engaged in a de t a i l ed study 
of Alfred Ofiblin'a Berlin Alexanderplatz , as i t r e l a t e s t o 
the theory of masa man so e l a s s i o a l l y defined by Jos© Ortega 
y 3aase t in The Reyolt of t h e Kaases» The t h e a i s l a near ing 
oompletion but I continué t o aearoh for aome evidence of a 
knowledge on Dr. DÍb l in ' s pa r t regarding Ortega1* masa man 
theory* The two men were oontetoporariea* Their phyaical and 
mental nearneaa ind ica t ea a t l e a a t an awareneaa of each other* 
Or. Ortega apent many yeara in Sermany, and i n your opinión, 
waa moat oontent within the Germanic f r ame work. Both t rave led 
ex tena ive ly througbout Europe aa highly-regarded members of the 
acadeaio worid* Or. OBblin. a f t e r Journeying t o South America. 
became a convert t o Catholiciam and devoted much study t o the 
Spaniah c h a r á e t e r . Thuaf I am convinoed t he r e e x i s t a an i n ­
te r e s t for eaoh other1a work, with aome recordad proof, which 
unfor tuna te ly I cannot lócate* 

Since I am uaing Ortega 'a masa man d e f i n i t i o n aa tuy foundation 
for studying the OSblin work. i t would be s i g n i f i o a n t i f I 
can e s t a b l i s h a d i r e o t r e l a t i o n f h i p between the two men* As 
a recognized i n t e r p r e t e r and biographer of Ortega. I am tu rn ing 
t o you with the hopo t h a t you may be ab le to a s s i s t me in any 
manner poas ib le* I have a l so wr i t t en Or. OSblin'a widow in 
Germany, a l though i t i s not known whether o r no t ahe i a a t l l l 
l i v i n g . and i f ao, p rec iae ly where. 

Your a s s i s t a n c e w i l l , of oourse . be g r e a t l y appreoiated and I 
thank you for your e f f o r t . 

Sin ce re ly 9 
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