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March 20, 1974 

P r o f e s s o r J o s é F e r r a t e r Hora 
Bryn Mavr Col lege 
Bryn Havr, Pennsy lvan ia 19010 

Dear P ro fes so r F e r r a t e r i 

I amJmoved t o v r i t e you in t h e hope t h a t you can 
ansver a q u e s t i o n Ofiout Don J o s é ' Or tega y Gasse t v h i c h 
has been r a i s e d by h i s American p u b l í s h e r , George Brockvay 
of W.W.Norton and Co. 

Mr, Norton i s about t o p u t i n t o a paper-back e d i t i o n 
my t r a n s l a t i o n of En Torno de G a l l l e o , v h i c h bea r s t h e 
Eng l i sh f i t l e Han and C r i s i s » I t vas pub l i shed in bard 
cover in 1958. 

On r e - r e a d i n g t h e t r a n s l a t i o n , Mr. Brockvay 'e a t t e n t i o n 
has been caught by a p a r a g r a p h , o r p a r t of one , v h i c h aounds, 
he s a y s , l i k e an Bngl idh t r a n s l a t i o n on a flpanish t r a n s l a t i o n 
of Wil l iam J a n e s . He v a n t s t o knov i f t h i s might be p o s s i b l e . 

The p h r a s e occure i n c h a p t e r V i l of en -¥e rne de G a l i l e o , 
page 119-120 i n t h e f i r f s t e d i t i o n pub l i shed i n Madrid in 1956, 
o r page 86 of Volunte V of t h e Obras Completas . I t r e a d s a s 
#oi lows i"**Ai v i v i r he s i d a l anzado a l a c i r c u n s t a n c i a , a l 
enjambre c a ó t i c o y punzante de l a £ c o s a s t en e l l a s me pierdo» 
pe ro mÜ p i e r d o no porque sean muchas y d i f í c i l e s e i n g r a t a s , 
s i n o porque rae a l t e r a n y me confunden y nftpierdo de v i s t a a 
mi mismo. Ya*' no s e que e s l o que de verdad q u i e r o o no quiero» 
s i e n t o o no s i e n t o , c r e o o no creo* Me pierdo £n l a s coas porque 
me p i e r d o a m i . " 

Mr. BrockMay^says thIfl~sounde very much l i k e -a passage 
in tfilliam James ( t h a t I cannot nov l ó c a t e ) t h a t d e s c r i b e s 
a baby*s v o r l d as a "blooming buzz ing c o n f u s i o n a . " He vonders 
i f t h i s might have been , c o n s c i o u s l y or n o t , t h e s o u r c e of 
0 r t e g a * s d e s c r i p t i o n . 

He appea l t o you in t h e hope t h a t you many be a b l e t o 
shed l i g h t on t h e m a t t e r . Did Or tega r e a d Will iam J a n e s , 
might he have adaptedj th is d e s c r i p t i o n and made i t h i s ovn? 
No one e l s e i s as v e l l v e r s e d in t h e ma t t e r a s you. I f you 
can shed any l i g h t on t h i s q u e s t i o n of s o u r c e , b o t h Mr. Brockvay 
and I v i l l be most g r a t e f u l . 

May I , a t t h e same t i m e , send my p e r s o n a l g r a t i t u d e t o you 
f o r wrifcin£ your book on Or t ega i n 1955. I t iw most v a l u a b l e , 
and has become my p e r s o n a l Bib le vhen s e e k i n g t o u n d e r s t a a d 
more about t h e p h i l o s o p h e r and h i s v o r k . A fc A 

Most sincerely yours» 

\tii«(,L. Hll/tl-

¿m 


