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ko «39 my admiration for your work apd by the felling that you are one of
\ the very few philosophers. "'&E&E t be interested in the sort. .o
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Without-having thé)dleksure to know vou otherwise than through some.

"Philosophy T is,according to my opinion,by far the best
book written on that subject; moreover,it contains a wealth of
systematic igsights which I believe to be very valuable, One idea

- to divide the currents "geopraphically" into European,Russian

and Anglo-Saxan-appeals to me particularely; aqugfﬂc#,\hp re
knowing your division I decided to apply it in my future lectures

in the Un, of Kansas (Lawrence), Pcrhaps more important still is

to see, that you are one of Lhe very few contemporary thinkers who
try to overcome the desperate parrochialism of most of our venerable
collegues ,An other thin?’which stunuck me very much is you chapter on
philosophy of religion ]
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s it should be., And 1 could quote ,I think,
many other details which seeme to me excellent,

But the book being as good as it is, 1 am sure it will have a very
great success and prébably many editions, So I think I may ven-
ture some purel:; historicxal c¥rticisms or perhaps requests,

(1)You seem not to realize, that the "Anglo-Saxon" philosophy is

not only represented by a few thinkers in thye '"great" countries
1iAR Germany etc, of the European Continent, but is the domina+a
philosophy in both the Scandinavian countrids and in Poland,»the le=s
l4st in spite of being Communists occupied, A member of my lnsti-
tute, Dr. Z,Jordan, just wrote a book on loland 1945-1960; he shows,
that,in spite of all, the lolwsh philosophy is eseentially what

it has been since 1920, namely "scientific" and this in more "Ameri-
can " than"English" way. I would, therefore,suggest that vou might
mention b@th Scandinavia and loland as comgtituing an e xception in
Coptinental Europe.':ithis because the contributions of those two
groups seem to me to be more than marginal,

(2)Frahkly, vour knowledge of Russian philosophy 1is inadequate,

You siqrt e.g with an enormous statement: "dialectical materialism"
"historical materialism” and "Marxism" are, vou say, syvnonymous; ¥#8
they are not., 1 am sorry to say but this whmskse section will have

to be re-written, It is far below the level of the whole,

(3)There are some new developments in the Solfiet bniun,which seem

to substantiate your prognosis that sometime scientific philosophy
(as you understand it) will winn.l am personally of the opinion,

that 1t would be easier to gain the lussian and their satelites,

than the Iluropean, lhe reason is very simplg: thewofficial "philoso-
phy" is m@stly nonsens, while the Continental official philosophy 3is
not so obviously nonsensemsical, Therefpre, the reaction of more
scientific minds 1in Hussia and elgg@wehere in the Communist world

1s stromger than in Burcpe. You can get informaiions about it

feerm vour collegue, Professor hline, one of ,the very few serious
sofietologists specialized in philosophy, ﬂfmy Institute the follo-
wing three books mayiperhapsibe recommended% (1)N,Lobkowicz: Das
Widerspruchsprinzip sn der neueren sowjetischen Philosophm, (2).
S.Miiller Markus: Linstein und die Sowjetphilosophie, (3}Bochenfski
(ed,)Studies in Soviet thought., We work on the assumption that
voYfiet philosophy will very soln become a major factor @an human i
thought; and,incidentally,we are ,as far as I know, the only orga- _!
nized group (14 men) which works on contemporary Soviet Ehilusuyhx.'j

1 hope you will understand that these remarks are prompted by
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