
Department of Phllosophy 
The Permsylvanla State Unlverslty 
Unlverslty Park, Penna. 
11 May, 1960 

Dear Professor Ferrater líora: 

Wany thanks for your lucid and stlmulatlng book, whloh I 
have Just flnlshed readlng. I am especlally struck by your inter-
pretation of the Cynlcs and Stoloa. Now that I see what thelr 
problem waa, I am willlng, for the flret time, to belleve that 
they were real people. I aleo flnd your aooount of power in the 
ancient world especlally lllumlnatlng. I llke your división of 
modern hlatory lnto three erlses. In conneotlon wlth the órlale 
of "all", I wonder If the very wcrd "aii" does not Itself euggest 
an orlentatlon. líy own vlew ls that man le Inherently provincial, 
and that In hls provlnclallem lies hls creatlvlty and power. Thus 
the social group seems to me to have a more Important role than 
you ascrlbe to It. I belleve that the malntenance of the autonomy 
of limlted groups ls a necessary Ingredlent of any genulne solutlon 
of the oontemporary problem. Perhaps^ then, the essenoe of the 
crisis of "all" ls Juet that the "air, In obllteratlng groups, 
threatens paralysls. Perhaps the root of the problem ls a radical 
oentrifugality. What I as trylng to euggest ls certalftly not In
compatible wlth your account; the dlfferenoe ls probably only one . 
of emphasie. 
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We all thoroughly enjoyed your vlslt here recently. 
*r. **** 
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Very s lncere ly yours, 

Henijy F. Johnatone, J r . 
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