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4 - : $i~*Ann¢her~inv|fufiﬂn to haveidatters sent forimé, “This comes from a o

M - smafl college for women iniOhio, l.have never‘before heard.of it, and '

’ tf.may nof be any gbod; bot at least it does have sbout .three people ! W

-teaching philosophy. And the original announcement from the !nformation e

-~ Service Committee of the A, P, A, said that the college has high standards
L? ard that the emphasis of the Department of Phllosophy there-is upon the L
ke | ~histery of philosophys. Perhaps ‘it is. b§ about the quality that the U N
[ TR N\ coeducational Washington College in Maryland. is' {1 have had no further N ‘
o . . -response’ from that college, incidentally)y: In-any event would you send - = o U7
SN a letter: foi (and alsn send o cupv of Leblanc's letter to)s«i: =1 = ¥
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i The Vice President named above is himsel ¢ & Frnfessar of Fhrlusuphyasf
LA the College; and hg has his degrees from the University of Penpsy!vunla. .
g £ | have as many students this term as | did last term-=four large i
.; * classes-=but | belleve that my teaching may turn out to be somewhat '
- less burdensome., Some of my lectures from last term--not many, but sofmge-
iz t shal | be reptating the substance of. And | found fast week as | met my
S new c¢lasses that | felt much more sel f-confident, much more |n control

o of things, than | had during the |rs1' eck last fall, As |'ve told you,
2 three out of my four classes went 'ﬁring the fall; the fourth sometfimes,

but oniy sometime s, went well, I have this spring two sections of the one

that did not g well In the fall, But | have revised my enfire plan for the

course, and | have reason to think that | can manage to make £&{1 four of my

classes go well this tipe from the start. Of course, the most interesting

one I'1] have will be iﬁsﬁetuphyslcsf“ | am focusséng It on the functions

of the free will issue in the history of philosophy; the students in the

course are mostly advanced students, they dre reasonszbly sophlsfiﬂafad_ and

some already strike me as able, L hevt o Futr, ton bt ofF riclivp Fe- [f-‘-""-'-

$ L ave Wu— S§aiwm b g™ - tapy b ! b s oo v e thaw u-n'h.-
Teaching under rather diff icult circumstances here suraly ought to

prepare me for teaching under calmer circumstances somewhere else; but

| wonder i€ | shall, somewhaete else, find students as able and interesting

as the ones | teach here now. Such a large proportion of these students

are sble and sericus, | think | told you, did | not?, that | received about

ten realiy fine papers from my FPlato ¢lass alone, The intellectual gifts

of these students distress me sometimes as | think of them, because 1 doubt

that as many of them as ought to can be put to proper use. | have in

mind, you see, that most of these students must hold jobs for 20, 30 and =~ ~*=

evan 40 hours & week while they study., Consequently, students seldom
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graduate from San Francisco State Coliege in four years; it takes them six
or eight, And a great many of them have been in their earlv twanfties or
mid-twenties to start with, | am not sure that what | am writing about can
make sens=2 to you, Let me simply say that the College is huge (dver

16,000 students); that practically no one in the College pays any —zr ticulesr
attention to what heppens to individual students; that there is no scholar-
ship aid at the Colleqge for any of *the students; and that it seems in
consequence to me jhat many students of wvery great ability must study in
a situation that does not give them. thg wvarious kinds of encouragement

they need, And yet they keep flocking to this College; every fterm sees
more enrolled {and many, guite a good many, refused enftranceR),
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| have been very much distressed having noc offers for next year.
Sut | am confident that even if the whole spring,drags out with nothing
coming, the May Midwestern meetings would turn up something. And
perhaps samerhing better than | could get now, | shall definitely plan
to go to them if nothing has turned up. 1| am glad | went {ast year SO
that | know how fruitful attendance at them can be,

It is diffécult, here, to imagine how much show must be on the Bround
in Bryn Mawr, And how sherp the winds must be, Fall in California is
duil and boring; but winter has something fto be said for it,
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