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¡ 250 Douglass S t r e e t ' • " 
San F ranc i sco , C a l i f o r n i a ' 

••••• February 12, 1966 > »»*»* 
i • i r : . i '.y oí . u • 

Dear Mr# F e r r a t e r Mora, ¡ í... b *\n\ f.i i ..a. ..'• : . • : 0«: i ir, 
n * - ¿i :" . : - : • . . • * • 'i ', i OuSl ICJ i t íj ( . í i« 

#: 

Ano the r í n v i t a t i o n to h a v e ¡ * e t t e r s sen t •'for* me» *Th is comes from a 
sma 11 c o l l e g e f o r women In tQhlo» I have n e v e r ' b e f o r e heárd o f • i t , ' a n d 
i t may not be any géod; but a t l eas t i t does have about three' people * 

- t e a c h i n g phJlosophy» And the o r i g i n a I annóuncement from t h e ' I nf ormat ion 
Serv i ce Committee o f the A» P. A. sa id t h a t the c o l l e g e has high s tandards 
and tha t the emphasls of the ; Depar tment o f Phi losophy t h e r e ¡s upon the 
h l s t o r y o f p h i l o s o p h y . Perhaps i t i s M about the q ú a l i t y t h a t t h e 
coeducat iona l Washington Col lege 1n Maryland is ( I have had-no f u r t h e r 
response: f rom tha t c o I l e g e , i n c i d e n t a l I y ) , In any event would you send 
a I e t t e r . t o ¡ (ond a l s o send a copy of Leb lanc ' s l e t t e r t o ) i 

. " • 
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V i c e P r e s i d e n t C. T» Ruddick 
Lake E r l e C o l l e g e %•>'•'•' t ' 
P a i n e s v l l i e , Oh lo • ;> t i . 
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The V i c e p res iden t named above i s h imse l f e Professor of Ph i losophy a t 
the C o l l e g e ; and he has h i s degrees from the Un i ve r s i ty o f Pennsy lvan ia 

• • - • 

I have as many s t u d e n t s t h i s term as I d i d l a s t t e r m — f o ú r l a rge 
classes—-but I be l leve tha t my teach ing may t u r n ou t t o . b e som«what 
I ess burdensome» Some of my lee tu res f rom l a s t term—not many, but some—• 
I shal I be r e p é a t i n g the substance o f . And I found l a s t week as I met my 
new c lasses that I f e l t much more sel f - con f i d e n t , much more i n c o n t r o l 
of t h i n g s , than I had du r i ng the f i r s t w e e k l a s t f a l l é As I ' v e t o l d y o u , 
t h ree out o f my four c lasses went^weí i a u r i n g the f a i I ; the f o u r t h somet i imes , 
but o n l y sometimes, went wel I» I have t h i s sp r i ng two sec t ions of t he one 
t h a t d i d not g> wel I i n the f a l l » Bu t I have r e v i s e d my ent i re p lan f o r the 
cou rse , and I have reason to t h i n k t h a t I can manage to make á f l four o f my 
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c lasses go wel I t h i s t ime f rom the s t a r t » Of course , the most í n t e r e s t i ng 
one M i l have wi 11 be e l»f tetaphysi es* I am focusséng I t on t h e f u n c t i o n s 
o f the f r e e wi I f issue i n the h l s t o r y of p h i l o s o p h y ; the s tuden ts i n the 
course a re most ly advanced s t u d e n t s , they a re reasonably s o p h l s t l c a t e d , and 
some a l ready s t r i k e me as able» £ U*vt. * - U t , U H tí *T • *- vve^".Vy 

Teaching under r a t h e r di f f leu 11 c i rcumstances here s u r e l y ought to ****** ***< 
prepare me f o r t each ing under calmer c i rcumstances somewhere e f s e ; but 
I wonder i f I s h a l l , somewhete e l s e , f i n d s t u d e n t s as ab le and i n t e r e s t i n g 
as the ones I teach here now. Such a la rge p r o p o r t i o n of these s tuden t s 
are ab le and s e r i o u s , I t h i n k I t o l d you, d i d I n o t ? , t h a t I r ece i ved about 
ten r e a 11 y f i n e papers from my P l a t o c ías s a l o n e , The i n t e l l e c t u a l g i f t s 
of these s tuden ts d i s t r e s s me sometimes as I t h i n k of them, because I doubt 
t h a t as many of them as ought t o can be put to proper use» I have i n 
miñd, you see, t h a t most of these s tudents must ho ld Jobs fo r 20, 30 and 
even 40 hours a week w h i l e they s t u d y . Consequent ly , s tuden ts seldom 

Í V Í &HI 

to.be


gradúate from San Francisco State Col lege ¡n fo-ir years ; ¡ t takes therr. s i x 
or e í g h t . ,And a g rea t many of them have been in t h e i r ear I y twen t ies or 
mid- twent ies t o s t a r t w i t h . I am not sure t ha t what I am wr i t i ng about can 
make sense t o you . Let me simply say t h a t the Col lege ¡s huge <d>ver 
16,000 s t u d e n t s ) ; that p r a c t i c a l ly no one ¡n the Col lege pays any p a r t i c u l a r 
a t t e n t l o n t o what heppens to i n d i v i d u a l s tudeivf$: that there ¡s no scho la r -
sh»D a i d a t the Col lege fo r any o f the s tudents ; and that i t seems i n 
consequence tome tha t many s tudents of very great a b i l i t y must study in 
a s i f u a t i o n that does not give them. the var ious k inds o f encouragement 
they need« And ye t they keep f l o c k i n g t o th is Co l l ege ; every term sees 
more e n r o l l e d (and many, q u i t e a good many, refused en t ranceR) . 

I have been very much d i s t r essed having no o f f e r s f o r nex t year. 
3ut I am c o n f i d e n t that even i f the whole sp r i ng .d rags out w i t h no th ing 
coming, the May Midwestern meetings would turn up something# And 
perhaps scmething be t te r thao I cou ld get now. I sha I I d e f i n i t e l y p lan 
to go to them i f noth ing has turned u p , I am g lad I went las t year so 
tha t I know how f r u i t f u l at tendance a t them can be. 

I t is d i f f i i c u í t , here, to imagine how much show must be on the tjround 
¡n Bryn Mawr» And how sharp the wínds must be* Fa l l i n C a l i f o r n i a is 
du I I and b o r i n g ; bu t w in ter has something to be said for i t # 
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