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; - 250 Duuglﬂss Street
=an Francisco, California =~ .
May 14, 1966 .o
Dear Mr. Ferrater Mora, | | | ‘ %

No, T+ wasn't +thetdniversity of Wisconsin that sent me another
of fer; 1t was one of the Wisconsin State Universities, But | wouidn't
have wanted to go to the former, either, Y'dwant to think iong and hard |
before accepting an offer &6 sny state university again, And this desplte L
the fact that very many of my students continue fo delight me with fhaar B
beautiful work herd at San Francisco State College. | don't see how they
kegp themselves from being discouraged hy'?"ther ugly intellectual atmospherae
{it is specifically very abti-inteliectual while adver tising itself as the
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: iyt opposite) of the College., But they do. And they keep themseives caur reous

I B and restrained and responsible in their personal lives, 3Scome days ) feel - & "4
Iox e quick sick at the thought of leaving such students. In particular, | do,
1—% you see, because | cannot help feeiing myself obliged to do what l can
hif towards helping fhem to keep their minds ative, - X : .
& One ‘reason fhaf | "am writing to you today Ishnna of the finest uf e
- all my students is planning 2 trip East right affer the ferm ends, and | - j;
$1 T should 1lke him tcd"have an opportunity to talk with you in Bryn Mawr if that

- A © would be at all possible, He cauld come to Bryn Mawk &round the |0th of

CoE the [2th or 13th of June. Will you be there yet? 1'dd hope so, He would
: :f like to meet you and fo talk with you about the possibility of his EnTEr‘Ing

E: Bryn Mawr to begin work for his Ph, D, fall after this next, He doesn't . Fu
‘}1 have his hear t eat on Bryn Mawr, but he Is considerably musk interested in -
Lo the College, And you can balleue me when | say fhaf the Cﬂltege would be

;’g | lucky to get himy - . oo
E*’ - The ‘}'r::ung man's name s WHibur Troutman, and he-1s about twenty-six or
e e twent y=seven yesrs of age, He took his de.-grea (A, By) here last spring, and
g-‘:f{:, he has been this yesr working towards an M, A, In the Humanities Deparfment,
i Partly because | have had & infiuence on him {he has studied with:
< me all year long, in the Flato course last fall and now in my Metaphysics
E#: course) but mostly because ha has an imaginative and responsible mind and is
g baund In consequence to make good Judgments, he has decided that he should
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nat be working within the Humanities Department, It is s Pepartment that
seems to of fer students much scope, you see; but in fact it binds them to

a great deal of nonsense, |Ih particular, they are expected to care, as do
their instructors, about questions of "methodology” in teaching that you,

Mr, Ferrater Mora, couldn't even imagine, You've never besn exposed to such
nonsenseé. But it s abroad in the wa 1d, and of course it Is all over San
.Francisco State College, Whzt M, Troutman plans to do next year is to attend
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9 the College, but paying no more attention to the Humanities program, He is

. going to begln both Latin and Greek and to try to find ther course -

??‘5 - én two In Philosophy fthat might serve his purposes, He has a very sophisticated

2 oyn + =~ minde He read his first Flam w|’rh me {ast fall, but his mamer of ’rhinking ool
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would surprise you | think. It has surprised m, certainly {(he talle with
me frequently ocutside Clmss and, besides, my Hna‘raphy*slcs course requlres

tfive papers of each s tudent in Ir, and consequently §i've had a good oppore
tunity to see what he does with his mind). He has begun to spend some time
on Kant. Actually, his infterests are very wide-ranging, and he goss straight
to the curnruf'fherphilusnprhrs whom he reads, You can understand why it
seems to me that Bryn M awr's. graduafu school Is one he should at Ieaa’r
apply tO,. -

. Could you write to me felling me when you dg |eave Bryn Muwr (by the

way, please gl ve me your symmer address, too)l "I shouid extremeiy like Mry
Troutmanto have an oppor tunlty to meet you, He has, incidentally, read

my copy of your Yale paper, and he likes if; he has in fact, he' mentioned
the other day, passed it on to one of his bright friends to read, too.

And- that friend--another victim of the Humanities Department, -but a victim
who intands to escepe to the Phit, Department at the Y, of Catifornia at
Santa Cruz next fall-=is most plessed with it, too, Of coursa you are
attacking shatlowness in your paper; and both these young men are very res-
ponsive to such an attack because they have aimost drowned in shal lowness duna.

1*1] be in Bryn Mawr myself this summer, incidental!ly, but long after
you've left, |'m coming around the 10th of July. | must buy a second-
hand car and learn to drive it thereli And ) must leara=-start 10 learnw-
Greak, Have I told you--No, | don't believe | have--that in the second
sem ster at Fairfieid {'1] have infroductrory sections plus Plato, In the .
fall i'm to have had introductory sections plus the History of Ancient NEIRIR

Philosophy, And, In any event, my Introductory course is going to be R SR

al together on Plato, tocl Sometimes | feel that Plato is coming cw of my
ears; but Greek Isn't, and |'ve got to do something about thetes | wish
that 1 hed studied It at Bryn Mawr, |

. Do send me o quick letter soon if you can; Mr. Troutman plans to 1 save
here apound the first of June, - ' :
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