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230 Douglass Street 
San Francisco, California 
May 14, 1966 
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Oear Mr, Ferrater Mora, 
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No, I t wasn' t f theht in ivers i ty o f Wisconsin tha t sent me another 
o f f e r ; I t was one of the Wlsqonsln S ta te Unlversi t t e s . But I wou ldn ' t 
have wanted to go t o the former , e i t h e r . l ' d want to t h l nk long and hard 
before acceptíng an o f f e r fet any s t a t e u n l v e r s i t y age in . And t h i s despt te 
the f ac t tha t very many o f my students cont inué to d e l l g h t me w l t h t he i r 
beau t i f u l work here" a t San Francisco State Co l lege . I d o n ' t see how they 
keep themselves from belng discouraged by.¡rather ug ly i n t e l l e c t u a l atmosphere 
( i t i s s p e c i f t c a l l y very a * t l - i n t e l I ac tua l whi le a d v e r t i s i n g i t s e l f as the 
opposi te) of the Col lege* But they do. And they keep themselves ccurteous 
and res t r a l ned and responsib le in t h e i r personal I ¡ v e s , Some days I fee l 
quick s l ck a t the thought of leaving such s tudents* In p a r t i c u l a r , I do, 
you see, because I cannot help f e e l i n g myself ob l i ged to do what I can 
towards he lp lng them to keep t he i r mlnds al t ve , * 

• * « 

* í r ' One reason that I am w r i t i n g to you today Is one of the f l n e s t of 
a l I my students is p lannlng a t r i p East r i g h t a f t e r the term ends, and I 
should l l ke him to have an oppor tun i t y to t a l k w l t h you in Bryn Mawr i f that 
would be a t a l I poss ib le . He could come to Bryn Mawr hround the lOth o f 
the 12 th or I3 th o f June, w l I I you be t here yet? I ' do hope s o . He would 
l l k e to meet you and to t a l k w l t h you about the p o s s i b i l i t y o f h ls en te r ing 
Bryn Mawr t o begin work f o r h is Ph. D. f a l l a f t e r th is nex t . He doesn ' t 
have his hear t eet on Bryn Mawr, but he I s cons lderab ly muah i n te res ted i n 
the Col lege. And you can bel leve me when I say that the Col lege would be 
lucky to get h im. 

* 

The young man's ñame Is Wl lbur Troutman, and he I s about twenty-síx o r 
twenty-seven years o f age. He took h is degree (A. B.) here las t s p r i n g , and 
he has been t h i s year workinq tpwards an M, A, In the Humanities Department, 
Pa r t l y because I have hñó^¿mmámi*j¿ i nf I uence on him (he has studíed w l t h 
me a l I year long , in the F la to ccurse l a s t f a l l and now in my Metaphysics 
course) but most ly because he has an imaginat ive and responsib le mind and is 
bound in consequence to make gaod judgments, he has declded t h a t he should 
not be working w i t h i n the Humanities Department, I t í s a Department tha t 
seems to o f f e r students much scope, you see; but in f a c t i t bi nds them to 
a great deal of nonsense, i n p a r t i c u l a r , they are expected to ca re , as do 
t he i r i n s t r u c t o r s , about quest lons of "methodology" in teaching t h a t you, 
Mr, Fer ra ter Mora, cou ldn ' t even Imagine. You've ne^/er been exposed t o such 
nonsense, But I t s abrood i n the wcr I d , and of course I t Is a l I over San 
Francisco S ta te Col lege. Whst Mr. Troutman plans to do next year is t o a t tend 
the Col lege, but paying no more a t t e n t i o n to the Humanities program. He is 
golng to begin both La t ín and Greek and to t r y to f i nd sewtf'bther course 
¿n fwo in Phllosophy that might serve his purposes. He has a very soph is t l ca ted 
mlnd. He read his f i r s t P la to wi th me l as t f a l l , but his manner o f t h i n k i n g ****& 
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would s u r p r i s e you I t h ínk . i t has su rp r t sed na, c e r t e i n l y (he ta l le wi th 
me f requen t l y outs ide c l a s s and,besídes, my Metaphysics course requ l res 
f i v e papers of each s tudent in t t and conseque nt I y M ve had a good oppor-
tun i t y to see what he does w i t h hfs mínd). He has begun to spend some time 
on Kant. Actual l y , h ls i n te res t s are very w ide- rang ing , and he goes * t r a i g h t 
to t he Core*of ' t he rph i losophers whora he reads . You can understand why ¡ t 
seems to roe that Bryn M awr's. gradúate school i s one he should a t least 
apply to. . 

Could you w r i t e t o me t e l l i n g me when you do I eave Bryn Mawr *by the 
way, please gi ve me your suramer address, too)J I should extremely l i k e Mr, 
Tróutman'Tto have an oppor tun l ty to meet you. He has, i nc iden ta l I y , read 
my copy of your Ya le paper, and he l i kes i t | he has in f a c t , he1 mentí one d 
the other day, passed i t on to one of hís br igh t f r i ends to read, too» 
And that f r iend—another v i c t i m of the Humanities Department^ but a v l c t l m 
who intands to escape to the Phi I # Department a t the U. of C a l i f o r n i a a t 
Santa Cruz next f a I I —ís most pleased w i t h i t , too . Of course you are 
a t t ack lng shalfowness in your paper; and both these young man are very r e s ­
ponsivo to such an a t t a c k because they have almost drowned tn shal lownessJuAx.. 

I * i I be in Bryn Mawr myself t h i s sununer, i nc iden ta l l y , but long a f t e r 
you've l e f t . I 'm comlng around the lOth o f J u l y . I must buy a second-
hand car and learn to d r i v e i t t h e r e i And I must l e a r n — s t a r t to l e a r n - -
Greek. Have i t o l d you—No, I don ' t be l i eve I have—that In the second 
sem ster a t F a l r f i e l d M i l have in t roduc to ry sect ions plus P l a t o . In the 
f a l l Mra t o have had in t roduc to ry sect ions p l u s the H ls to ry o f Ancient 
Phi losophy. And, in any event , my in t roduc to ry course i s going to be 
a l together on P l a t o , t o o l Sometimes I fee l t ha t Plato I s coming OÜ# of 
ea rs ; but Greek t s n ' t , and l ' v e got to do something abcut that« I wish 
tha t I hed s tud ied I t a t Bryn Mawr. 

my 

Oo send me a quick l e t t e r a>on i f you can} Mr. Troufonan plans to I eave 
here abound the f t r s t o f June. 

S ince re l y , 
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