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WelIs Col lege 
Aurora , New York 
January 20, 1959 
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Dear Mr. Fe r ra te r Mora, 

I d í d n ' t w r l t e t o you dur ing the summer because I d l d n ' t nave '.• 
very good news about my + hes is to pass on to you» And I heven ' t w r i t t a n 
al I dur ing t h i s f l r s t semester at Wells because I haven' t had very 
good news about my p o s i t l o n . I am s o r r y , however, t h a t I nave l e t so 
very many mon'hs pass wl thout sending you any word whatsoever of what 
I ' ve been do ing . 

-.St.-' •;-
* T • * » • 
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I d T d f í n i s h a t Bryn Mawr th l s Summer doing a l I I am going t o do 
preparatory to w r l t i n g v hat t h e s l s . I need *o spend a few days orgañizJng 
some + hings now, and then I can beg in +o w r i t e . I expect the s p r l n g 
semester to prov ide me w i t h cons iderable oppo r tun i t y to w r l t e , and .; 
I Intend to take advantage of i t . 
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Wells Col lege i t s e l f pleases me very much ín many weys. I Mke 
the studen t s - - b r i ght ones are not in f requent among t h e n , and they al I 
work reesonably ha rd . I am de l l gh ted w i th many of the f a c u l t y members, 
p a r t i c u l a r ly w i t h some Ín the H t s to r y , Eng l i sh , and Economlcs Departments» 
' ' v e f r i e n d s here, and I cou ld cont inué t o work here w i t h much p leasure , 
I bel i eve , i f l f r weren ' t for the pecu l ia r Department Chalrman whom I - *. ' 

nave. He 4¿ genuinely p e c u l i a r , something t ha t I t h ink the fact that ]~, 
p r a c t í c a l l y everyone here on the f ecu l * y d i s l i k e s him t e s t i f i e s t o # &ut 
his pecu l i a r i -y h i * s me perhaps unusual ly hard, because i t stems from 
h is being e x t r a o r d i n a r i I y naive in ph i losophy, something I don11 much 
admire, ^ometimes dur ing th i s year ' ' v e wondered i f I am perhaps so 
stubborn end dogmatic myself 'ha t I can ' t get along w i t h o ther p h i l o -
sophers. Bu t , *aking the two- th i rds t ime that Je f fe is not teaching 
th i s year is a young man, from t^e U. of C a l i f o r n i a , an o í d f r i e n d o f 
J a f f e ' s , w i t h whom I d isagree about many th ings but wihh whom I get 
along very we l I indeed. His actual pos l t i ons In phi losophy are not f a r 
removed from a good many of J a f f e ' s , but I t i s a pleasure to argüe and , 
Joke wi h h im. 

: • • 

I t h ink I nave done my work reasoneb ly wel I t h i s f a l l , but sometimes 
i t has been d t f f i c u l ' *o do because I have been so upset throygh having 
t o dea I w i h Je f fe and through wo r r y i ng , of course, about whether or not 
• * I I be i n v i t e d back here for next year. I t h i nk ÍT u n l i k e l y that I 
she l I t e l n v i f e d back ( the young man on a two- th i rds t ime , temporary 
appoin'ment wants t o come back, t o o , and he is not only ou l t e a b l e , b u t , 
as l ' ve i n d i c a t e d , is an o íd f r i e n d of J a f f e ' s l . Ja f fe must f e e l , of 
cours 
him 
of Novanber s imply res lgn ing and having 

i 

irse, uneasy w i t h me, though l ' v e always t r l e d to be courteous w i th 
(• I d id se r l ous l y consider f o r a week or so dur ing the l es t week 
Novanber s imply res ign inq and having ííone w i t h a l I t h i s f o o l i s h n e s s . 
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What | s t h l s foo l i shness t J a f f * is « p regmat id t , s u r e l y the most 
na i ve, dogmatlc, pompous, concei ted one In the coun t ry . H« Is devoted 
to 'he Ideal s of democracy, of l i b e r a l ¡ s m , e t c . He deels w i t h f a c u l t y 
members in o h e r departments here and above a l l wí th the memoers of h ls 
own deoartmen* ^hls young f r i e n d has obv lous l y been as much t»ken aback 
as I have by some of fhe '•hlngs that J a f f e pushes o f f on us> l n a 
r l g i d l y author l te r lan menner and never w i t h the s l í g h ' e s t susp ic ion -a 

tha t he dei l y makes a mockery of h is own p r i n c i p i e s . HJs technlaue 
I s r u i t e I n e r e s t i n g ; I t never ¡nvolves the least s a c r i f i c a of s i n c e r i t y . 
He s lmply doesn ' t al low himself to understand *hat other people ever 
ere d lsagree ing wí * h him, The i r seemlng dísagreement tand he doesn ' t 
permM hínsel f t o acknavledge *hat there 's much seemlng dísagreement 
w i t h him) stems frcm the f ac t het they haven' t yet heard him exp la ln 
whe'ever matter is under d lscuss ion f u l l y . Therefore, he answers argumenta 
put eaainst him by r epee t l ng , l n words no* di f eren* from t hose he has 
been using a l I a long , what he is sey fn ; i . He Is w i l l i n j t o repeat ln 
th ls fash lcn f o r 'b ree hours a t a t i m e . A f t e r a time his opponents are# 

of course, exhausted» 
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Severa' d lscourag ing 'h inqs have happened dur ing the f a l l . When 
he* three of the f i v e sén io r s tudents 
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I f l r s t a r r l v e d , I discovered 
had been turned in*o fana t i cs by my predecessor, Mat>ern. He had taught 
them to view the h i s t o r y of ph i loso^hy through the eyes of one Neumann, 
a f o l l owe r of Jung. Each of them proposed Ao devote a t hes l s t o t h l s 
Néumann. To he su re , one of fhem proposed handl ing Anaximander, P l o t l n u s , , 
and Neumann; eno'her was bent on Kant, S c h e l l i n g , Hegel , Cass i re r , Jung# 

and Neumann; whí le the t h i r d proposed t o be con 'en t w i t h j u s t Jung and 
Neumann. Ja f fe hed t o l d these g i r l s t h a t l ' d doubtless be very hapflry 
t o d i r e c t sucb theses beceuse of my having p rev lous ly worked ln psycno-
logy. I gent ly dlsebused him of *his n o t i o n , but I A was three or foor 
weeks before my c o l l e a ; e , Ar thur Cody, h* f r i e n d of J a f f e ' s , succeeded 
in disabusing J a f f e of -he no t lon *het we s 'odd w i t h him l n h is b e l l e f 
that a s^udent couId w r i t e on abso lu te ly anyth lng she mlght se t her heart 
on . They ' re a l l handiJng reasonable top ics now(any top lcs among about f i f t e a n 
thousand topics in phifoso^hy would meet my approva l , o f cou rse ) . 

• 

A l l our departmen al meetings have been f a n t a s t i c , but I t ' s my 
*hursday morni ntL conf erences w i t h J a f f e t ha t ere my p a r t i c u l a r nlghtmare* 
My load i s fchls. I **éach a Loaíc c lass twhich has gone q u i t e w e l l ) o f 
eleven students Ctt w i I I be succeeded by a Descartes seminar t h i s s p r i n g ; 
a consecuence of that is -"ha* M i l teach on four days a week Instead 
of the s i x I het I • ve had ' o ' each on el I f al I ) . I teach a H is to ry of 
Philosophy c lass of s i x studen*s < th i s is an "advanced" course; Ja f fa 
considers i " techn ica l # " - - a n d d u l l end unimpor + a n t ; he encourages the 
majors not t o *ake I t u n t i l they are s e n l o r s ) . I d i r e c t the f i v e seniora 
in t h e i r theses, meetlng t'^er. f o r an average of an hour epiece each 
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week. Then I " p a r t i c í p a t e » ln the teaching of the Introducífayq course* 
Of course, I ' ve been l o l d a number of times t h a t I share respons lb l I I t y 
for the course on a comple*ely eoual f o o t i n g w i t h J a f f e . That Is not a 
sound theo ry . I ' m actual ly no*h!ng more than his a s s i s t a n t . "e gives 
two lecturea a week and grades no papers. That he ca l i s belng on o n e - t h i r d 
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t ime . I a t 'end those lec tu res íhe has t o l d me severaI t imes what 
p r l v i l e g e I t i s foflfoe 'o be able t o do s o , and he has a lso severa I t ime» 
suggested tha t I p re lse hlm for them># I meet w i t h hlm on Thursday 
morntngs to decide whet J_ shel I +« lk about on Fr idey end Saturday t o 
the same students * the s i x t y - t h r e e s tudents ere s p l l t I n to two s e t t l o n s j 
I repeet ttie same session w i t h each he l f o f them), I grade the qu iz and 
the f i n a l each term from each of the 63 students plus three papers each 
term from each of the s tuden ts—for the year tha t makes 630 papers—-and 
I " i n ervtew" each s tudent . The " In te rv iew"? We l l , I was t o l d tha t 
I should use I t fo r he purpose of "encouraging students to major In 
ph i l osophy , " In order t o "a fd the students in es tab l í sh lng b e t t e r study 
h a b t t s , " and *o "he lp the student resolve her eprsonal p rob lems. " I 
sugqssted, apn t l y , Thet l ' d fee l a i 11 -1 e easier devot ing the sessions 
to te íks ebcxit the pepers *shor t pape rs - -a l l of them are on the same glven 
assigned t o p t c , such es Tawney's A c o u i s l t i v e Society» a book t hey ' r e j -
supoosed t 0 look on as a "modern-day f o r m u l a t l o n " of t he 
P la ton i c soc ie t y ) t ha l * Lhe s tuden 's would nave hended in by the middle 
of November. I hed al I the i n te rv iews , i n consequence, dur ing November 
and December» I ended seelng most of the 63 students fo r about an hour , 
aplace» I saw them dur ing abeut foor weeks, end I had only one or two 
af ternoons f r e e dur inq tha t t ime» 

Back to the Thursday mornlng sessions» J a f f e and I s e t * l e dur ing 
these t imes what M i l *a l k about on Fr iday and Saturday of the week. 
My "m iss ion" (h is 'erm) is to "deepen end c l a r i f y " what he has s a i d In 
h?s classes» H^nce, he sug ies ts themes that grow out of what he has 
sa id* The f a l l par t o f t h i s i n t roduc to ry course Involves the s tudents" 
reéding The * e u b l i c . the Apology. the C r i t o . T . S. E| i o t ' s Murder In the 
Ce thedra l , Tawney's t h i n g , Orwel I ' s I984 r and l i l i ! * • OQ L ibe r t y end On 
Utí l i * a r i a n l s m - N0t too bad a l i s t » B u f the gross in J e r p r e t a t l o n 
of the RggufeJ i c — h i s c h i l d i s h in e r p r e t a t i o n of *he rtepubl le and of 
every th ing else he 'a lks eb:ut in phl losophy—leave^me in oreat t roub le 
in vlew of " e f ect that * em supoosed t o accept his i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s and 
"deepen" them. Sa^pless he opens the course men+ioning that some p h i l o -
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sophers be I leve that ph i loso-hy "begins in wonder", but *hat o thers (these 
others he ind ica tes c l e e r l y enougK to be his team) be l ieve t h a t i t "begins 
in i nd i gne t i on» " Natural I y , I t tu rns out tha t one of the leadlng 
a t t r í b u t e s of he phí loso^ her -k ing (who i s , hcwever, on ly a Jlymbol of 
the ideal of r u l e b ' reason" ; Ja f fe bel leves that P la to ín^ended each 
man to hecome h is cv/n phi losop^be-klng) Is h is possession of w p h l l o -
sophice l i n d i g n e t l o n " . P la to s " f u n c t i o n e l soc ie t y " I t s e l f Is *o be evaluated 
In ^erms of ^he m;jor goel s fo r which he says al I soc ie^ Ies a lm: hea l th , 
soc ia l progress, o r d e r , personal achievement , 3 e c u r l t y , b ro the rhood / .v> 
end God knows wha* e l s e . Of course, J a f f e has assured me more than once 
t h a t I em "comple 'e ly f r e e " to speak abou* whatever I want t o i n my ' 
" s e c t i o n s . " A hollow assurance, b e l i e v e me. On ^hursdays he proposes 
ou t l and i sh th ings tome» I accept them t f they are only m l l d l y o u t l a n d l s h . 
t e l l l n g hin tha t yes, yes, I t h l nk t ha t a considerat ion of the t a u t o l o g í a 
nature of the Golden Rule In térros of the segregat lon c r i s i s Is j u s t 
what the s*uden*s need. But usual l y we have t o d iscard several r e e l l y 
crazy ones, before we h i t on one t ha t I t h l n k I can make any sense of 
a t a l I * Th is process dismays and pains J a f f e . Apparen t l y , the two 
peoole w'o preceded me i n t h i s Job were more submlssi^et.; I don* t know# 
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Anyway, one conseruence of my stubbornness Is t hat he patrontzes me 
somewhat I ess now • han he did InJt iaMy. Sarople conversations: 
Mes "I can eertainly un-lersand that your interpretaron of Plato as 
the progenitor of al I co l lec t iv is t systems of society is defonslble. 
I t 's no^ one, however, that I myself nave come to. I rather tend t o 
think of Pla*o as proposing en essentie'l-y aristocratlc society." 
Jaffes "Well, Ju l ia , I certelnly am goin* to be disappointed If you 
don'*- agree wí*h my interpretetion af 'er you hear my lectures durlng the 
next 4wo weeks#" • • • Me: "But whet do you make of the fact that the 
collectivism proposed by Plato !s reserved for the guerdlans [he teaches 
his s*udenfs •hat al I people in ^he Platoníc society heve the collectivism 
of 'he guardiansl?" Jaffes "You1 ve worked on Plato yourself, then, as 

graduóte student?" Me: "Yes." Anyway, when we egree on a topic , 
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J a f ' e p roceeds, by m-ens of s u g c p s t i o n s , t o o u t l i n e my t a i k f o r 
N e * u r e l l y , whe* he seys goes i n one eer and ouT 1 he o^her and I s e y w h e t 
I p l e ? s e . I ©m supposed each week, a f t e r I ' v e f a l k e d , t o hend him o u t l i n e s 
of a I I -he p o i n t s I 1 ve mede, bu t I don11 do i t . He's very f ond of d i c h o -
tom les , of " c o n f l í c t s " be'ween such \ hings as " e l t r u i s m " and " e g o i s n u " 
As o f t e n es n o * , o f c o u r s e , I c a n ' t accept h i s d i c h o t o m l e s , but he puts 
i f ea t p ressure on me t o pu' on exh ib í t ion debates <me t a k i n g both s i des) 

about t h ^se phony Issues b e f o r s *he s t u d e n * s . Of c o - r s e , you u n d e r s t a n d , 
I w o u l d n ' t care how phony h i s issues were i f he j u s t taugh t one s e c t i o n 
of t h i s s i ' l y In t roduco^y r course e nd le * me -teach enother one. The »-•*..--*• 
r e a l l y h o r r i f y í n g en1 p a t h e t i c ' h i n « about t h i s s l t u a t i o n is tha t he 
has no conscí ousness a*- a l l * het he gross I y c u r t a i |s the freedom o f h i s 
c a p t i v a i n s t r u c t o r . H<* i s * he b lgaes t defender of 4cademic freedom 
here , you s e e . 

t * -

p.a 

By he way, one 'hursdey he couldn't see me in the morntn¿# He 
dídn'1 cali me on v^e telephone unt i l 11:00 thet n ight . We ta lkedunt i l 
I I S4*, f inal ly agreeíng on a "oplc. I hung up, prepared 4he lecture in <£&?* 
ten minutes, go* up :nd gave i t the next morning et 9:30, 

One more conversetion to indícate to you now naive the man is* 
^ne deys he patroniringly be;an to tal k to me of some of h!s hi^her needs. 
Jaf fe: "I want to leern to dofcreetive scholership. I wan* to develop 
a style of wriMng of my ov/n. Do you f ind i* d i f f i cu l t to wri^e?" 
Mes »Yes# I do»" Jaffes "Well, i* shouldn't be d l f f i c u h . Oneshould 
be abl e to ^,e* up et ei ght in he morning, end write a l l day in a per-
fect|y ro.-tine fasWion. I t ought to be easy, simple. One shouldn't 
disl ike «r l t lng»" Mes "I don't dis I Ike wri t Ingj I Mke It very much." 
Jaffes "How can you, if you f ind it d i f f i cu l t ? " Me: "But I f ind 
wri t ing peinful and a greaf del Ight, both#" Jaffes 4*Hl I f you llke i t , 
i t ought to be easy. Now that I hve mestered the art of teaching, I 
feel lhet I need to learn to wr i te , "-owrjte easfly, to do real creative 
scholership» Do you actually feel 'hat you can write?" Me: wYes«n 
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t r y n g t o take a l I t h l s , 
lo Wel leve t ha t * am ; : V • 
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I s h e l l unders+end your <ak i ng al I t h i s , o r 
oui te a c e p t i c a l l y » I t epe , o f cou rse , t h a t you do 
no* s p i n n i n g ou* w l l d ' a l e s of my own ¡nven t ion» l have t r i a d t o á e 
th ¡s s i t u a c i ó n c l e e r I y , end Mrae and '-¡me aga in th raugh new f a n t e s t l c 
happenings l ' v e been d r i v e n t o the op in ions I*ve w r í t t e n down» One o f 
*he most t r y i n g f ea tu res of ray r e l a t l o n s h l p w i t h J a f f e I s *hat I know 
he does want ' o t e k índ and t ha t he <±>es o f course be Heve h imse l f ve ry 
k lnd» l t ís d i f f f c u l * when I am w i t h bím no-h t o respond s t r a i gh t f o rwa rd l y 
and s i n c e r e l y when he does t r y to show ^ood w i l f , In f a c t , I do usual l y 
responH \ti& t ha t wey» But then I fee l g u l l t y f o r e n t e r h a i n i n g no respec t 
f o r him» And I can 1 1 c o n j u r e up -f"herespect# . \T; 

l f l l l e t you know when I l e a r n whether I am axed o r not» I supposa 
t h a t ' I s h o j l d come down ? o Bryn Mawr and i t l k to you and Mr» Nehm. I 
hev&# you shou ld know, i n d i ca tad In e e r l y Decemtr.er \t> ttr» Nthm t h a t 
I thought i t c u l * a p o s s l b l e Hiél ' mljght no t be reappo in ted he re , and 
' have esked hlm o keep me i n min ' i f j o ^s come up» I t o l d hlm i n 
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my no* e mero I y + hf*t J a f f e end I have se r íous d i f f e r e n c e s of o p i n i ó n • 

. 

• ^ 

bou* the ne tu re of ph i losophy» He hasn t w r i t t e n t o me» 

By the way, ¡n case you wonder I f I get a l o n g w í t h my s t u d e n t s , I 
t h l n k í d o . They are open end easy w i t h mef espec ia l l y those of t he L o g i t 
and H i s t o r y o f Ph¡ l o s o p h y c l a s s e s • And I have been pleased I hat about 
e ighteen s tuden t s i n the Co l l ege t i n c l u d i n g one l " ve not ye t met) 
heve s l gned up t o do t h e i r XWCIX two-weeks " independen* s t u d y " w i t h " 
me. Thet p e r i o d of *ime begins next Monday. Dur ing the t ime s tuden t s 
work under * he d i r e c t i o n o f anybody *hey w i n - to on any th ing they wailt 
t o . E lqhteen Í s cons íde red e reasonab ly good bag i n t h i s p o p u l a r i t y 
con*est» Mos4, of them a re to work on P l a t o , but one wi I I work on Pascal 
and ano f her# courageous s o u l , w i l l con t i nué a b i t of l og i c» 

• 

I f I should be reappo in ted fo r next y«ar , I see l i t t l e p o i n t i n -jter.' 
my t h i n k l n g i n ;erms o f my Veing asked back for a t h i r d year o r of my ™ : í* 
st*%yíng, f o r he1 m a t t e r , were I ac i d e n ' a l l y asked back» Too bad» 
I do l i k e - h h i s Co l l e - j e . And, though I had to l i v e r a t h e r uncomfor tab ly 
i n e had l l t t d e epartment u n t i l ^ h r i s t m a s , over ^ h r i s t m a s I moved i n t o 
the ex t remely e t t r a c t l v e epertment 4 h e t was o r i g i n a l l y ass igned to me 
bu1 was nof vacated and mede ready f o r me u n t i l l a *e i n the t - r m . 
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I heve heard f rom Mrs» Car lend of how busy a f a l i you 've had» I 
am very much p le teed ' o l ea rn f rom her , t o o , tha t you 've g iven the 
P r i nce ton l ee tu res a t Bryn M»wr. 

It'l-'ft. 

S i n c e r e l y , 
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