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Wells College
Aurora, New York -
January 20, (959

Dear Mr., Ferrater Mora,

| didn't write to you during the summer because | didn't have
very good news about my *hesis to pass on to you. And | haven't written
al | during this first semester at Wells because | haven't had very
good news about my position, | am sorry, however, that | have let so
very many mon'hs pass without sending you any word whatsoever of what
I've been doing.

| did finish at Bryn Mawr this summer doing all | am going to do %
preparatory to writing *hat thesis, | need tc spend a few days organizing =~
some things now, and then | cen begin to write, | expect the spring R
semester to provide me with considerable opportunity to write, and
| intend to teke advantage of it.

Wells College itself pleases me very much in many ways. | Illke

the students=-bright ones are not infrequent among them, and they all
work reesonably hard, | am delighted with many of the faculty members,
particular ly with some in the History, English, end Economics Departments,
ltve friends here, and | could continue to work here with much pleasure,
| helieve, if it weren't for the peculiar Department Chairman whom |

have, He §s genuinely peculiar, something that | think the fact that
practically everyone here on the facul*y dislikes him testifies to. But
his peculiari-y hit*s me perhaps unusual ly hard, because it stems from
his being extraordinsrily naive in philosophy, somet'ing | don't much
admire, “ometimes during this yesar |'ve wondered if | am perhaps so
stubborn and dogmatic myself ‘hat | can't get along with ot her philo=
sophers, But, teking the twoethirds time that Jaffe is not teaching
this y=ar is a young man, from tre U, of California, an old friend of
Jaffe's, with whom | disagree about many things but wihh whom | get
along very well indeed. His ectual positions in philosophy are not far
removed from a good many of Jaffe's, but it is 2 pleasure to argue and
joke wi h him, '

| think | have done my work reasonably well this fall, but sometimes
it has been difficul' to do becsuse | have been so upset through having
to deal wi h Jaffe and through worrying, of course, about whether or not
I*1| be invited back here for next year, | think i* unlikely that |
shell te Invited back (the young man on & two-thirds time, temporary
appoin‘ment wents to come rack, too, and he is not only cuite able, but,
as |'ve indicated, is an old friend of Jaffe'sl)l, Jaffe must feel, of
course, uneasv with me, though |'ve always tried to be courteous with
hime | did seriously consider for a week or so during the l=st week
of Noveeber simply resigning and having done with all this foolishness,



What Is this foolishness?! Jaffe Is a pragmatist, surely the most
nsive, dogmatic, pompous, conceited one in the country, He is devoted
to ‘he ideals of democracy, of [iberalism, etc., He deals with faculty
members in o*her departments here and above all with *he memcers of his
own department (his young friend has obviously been as much tsken wback
as | have by some of *he *hings that Jaffe pushes off on us) in a ;
rigidly suthoriterian manner snd never with the slightest suspicion
that he daily makes a mockery of his own principles, His technicue
is ruife In-erasting; 1% never invoives the lsast sacrifice of sincerity,
He simply doesn't al low himself to understand *hat other people ever
eare disagreeingwi*h him, Their seeming disagreement (and he doesn't
permi* himss f to acknowledge *that there's much seeming disagreement
with him) stems from the fact hat they haven't yet heard him explain .
wha*ever mptter is under discussion fully, Therefore, he answers arguments .
put eqainst him by repeating, in words nok dif‘erent from those he has O
been usin- all along, what he is sayinj., He is willin; to repeat in b
this fashion for *hree hours at a time., After a time his opponents are, A
of course, exhausted,

Severa! discouraging ‘hings have happened during the falls When
| first arrived, | discovered *hat three of the five senior students
had been turned info fanatics by my predecessor, Matiern., He had taught A
them to view the history of philosorhy threugh the eyes of one Neumann, et ;ﬁj
2 follower of Jung, Each of them proposed ‘o devote a2 thesis to this | 2y
Neumann, To e sure, one of *hem proposed handling Anaximander, Plotinus, 2
and Neumann; gno‘her was bent on Kant, Schelling, Hegel, Cassirer, Jung, i 2
and Neumann; while the third proposed to be con‘ent with just Jung and o
Neumann, Jaffe had told these girls that |'d doubtless be very happy
to direct such theses because of my having previously worked in psycho=
logye | 5ently disabused him of this notion, but i* was three or foor
weaks before my colleaYe, Arthur Cody, " he friend of Jaffe's, succeeded
in disabusing Yaffe of ‘he no‘ion *hat we stodd with him in his bel jef
that 2 student could write on absolutely anything she might set her heart
one They're all hendling ressonable topics nowlany topics among about fifteen
thousand topics in philosonhy would meet my approval, of coursel,

All our departmen’'al mestings have been fantastic, but it's my
Thursday morning conferences with Jaffe that are my perticular nightmare,
My load is *hises | deach & Logic class {which heas gone quite well) of
efeven studen-s (it will be succeeded by a Descartes seminar this spring;
a consecusnce of that is *ha* 1'|| teach on four days a week instead
of the six i hat I've had ‘o ‘each on all fall), | teach a2 History of
Philosophy class of six students (this is an "advanced" course; Jaffe
considers i- "technical ,"-=and dull end unimportsnt; he encourages the
ma jors not to *ake it until they are seniors), | direct the five seniors
in their theses, meeting t"er for an average of an hour epiece each
week., Then | "participaté® in the teaching of the Introduc¥eyq course,
Of course, |'ve been told 8 number of times that | share responsibility
for the course on @ comple*ely equal footing with Jaffe. That is not a
sound theory., |'p-actually nothing more than his assistant, He gives
two lectures a week and grades no papers, That he calls being on one-third
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time, | attend those lectures (he has told me several times what @ . - f

privilege it is fogme to be able to do so, eand he has also several Hm;l :
suggested that | praise him for them), | meet with him on Thursday, . . "
mornings to decide what | shall talk lbuuf on Friday and Saturday to
the seme students (the sixty-three students are spiit into two settions
| repeat the same session with each half of them), | grade the quiz and
the final each term from each of the 63 studen‘s plus three papers esach
term from each of the studen‘s--for the year that makes 630 papers--and
| "in erview" each student, The "interview"? Well, | was told that

| should use It for he purpose of "encouraging students to major In
philosophy,™ In order to "aid the students in establishing better study
habits," and ‘o "help the student resolve her eprsonal problems," |
sug('!sted ntly, ©het 1'd feel 3 1it-le esasier devoting the sessions

to talks asbout the peaspers {short papers=--all of them are on the same ﬁlvun*;g

assigned topic, such es Tawney's Acouisitive Soclety, a book they're
supnosed *o look on s a "modern-day formulation" of the

Platonic society) tha® ‘he studen's would have handed in by the middle
of November, | had all the interviews, in conseguence, during November
and December, | ended seeing most of the 63 students for about an howr
apiece, | ssw ‘hem during abeut foor weeks, and | had only one or two
afternoons free during that time, '

Back to the Thursday morning sessions, Jaffe and | set{le during
these times what 1'11 *‘alk about on Friday and Saturday of the week,
My "mission" (his ‘erm) is to "deepen and clarify" what he has said In
his classes, Hence, he sugiests themes that grow out of what he has
saide The fall parf of this introductory course involves t he students’
reading the Xeublic, the Apology, the Crito, T. S. Eliot's Murder in the

Cathedral, Tuwney's thing, Orwell's 1984, and Mill's On Literty and On

Utilitarianisme Not too bad a list, But" the gross in‘erpretation

of the Rlepublig--hls childish in erpretation of *the <epublic and of
everything else he ‘alks ab:-ut in philosophy==leavegme in 1:5.# trouble
in view of ‘'e fact that | am supoosed to accept his interpretations and

"

"deepen" them, Sayples: he opens the course mentioning that some philo=
sophers believe that philoso-hy "begins in wonder", but ‘hat ot hers (these
others he indicates clesrly enough to be his team) believe that it "begins
in indignafinn.“ Naturally, it turns out that one of +he |[eading
sttributes of 'he philoso her-king (who is, however, only a gymbol of

the ideal of rule b~ reason"; Jaffe believes that Plato in‘ended each

men to hecome his own philosoppse-king) is his possession of "philo=
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sophicel indignation", Flato' s "functional society" itself is to be evaluated

in “erms of “he m=2 jor goesls for which he says all societies aim: health,
soclal progress, order, personal lchlevemenf,::ecurlfy, brotherhood,

and God knows whe- elsu. Of course, Yaffe has assured me more than once
thet | am "comple‘ely free" to spalk about whatever | want to in my -
"sections." A hollow assurance, believe me, On Thursdays he proposes
outlandish things to me, | accept them if they are only mildly outlandish,
telling hir that yes, ves, | think that a consideration of the tautologo.s
nature of the Golden Rule in terms of the segregation crisis is just

what the s*udent*s need, But usually we have to discard several really
crazy ones, before we hit on one that | think | can make any sense of

at all, This process dismays and pains JYaffe, Apparently, the two
people w'o preceded me in this job were more submissied; | don't know,
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Anyway, one consecuence of my stubbornness is that he patronizes me
somewhat less now then he did initially. Sample conversations:

Me: "| can esertalnly unders and thet your interpretation of Plato as

the progenitor of all collectivist systems of society is defensible,

It's not one, however, that | myself have come ta, | rather tend to
think of Pla*o s proposing an essentially aristocratic society."

Jaffe: "Well, Julia, | certazinly am gﬂTnﬁ to be disappointed If you
don't agree with my interpretation af‘er you hear my lectures during the
next ‘wo weeks," , o o Me: "But what do you make of the fact that the
collectivism proposed by Plato is reserved for the guardians [he teaches
his studenfs 'hat all people in *he Platonic society have the collectivism
of 'he guardiens]?" Jaffe: "You've worked on Plato yourself, then, es
@2 graduate student?" Me: "Yes," Anyway, when we sgree on a topic,
Jafie proceeds, by means of suggestions, to outline my talk for mes
Netural ly, what he says goes in one ear and out"the o*her and | saywhat
| please, | am supposed each week, after |'ve *alked, to hand him outlines
of all “he points |'ve made, but | don't do it. He's very fond of dicho=
tomies, of "conflicts" be'ween such ‘ hings as "altruism" and "egoism,"

As of ten as not, of course, | can't accept his dichotomies, but he puts
ireat pressure on me to pu' on exhibition debates (me taking both sides)
about thasse phony lssues befors the studen*s, Of co.rse, you understand,
| wouldn't care how phony his issues were if he just tasught one section
of this si!ly Introduco*yr course snd lat me {®ach another one, lhe
really horrifying ani pathetic 'hin§ about this situation is that he

hes no consciousness at all *‘hat he grossly curtails the freedom of his
cepiive instructor. He is the biggest defender of écademic freedom

here, you see,

By “he way, one Thursday he couldn't ses me in the morning. He
didn'" call me on *te tejephons until 1):00 that night, We tslked until
[1:4%, finally agreeing on 2 “opices | hung up, prepared ‘he lecture in

ten minutes, go* up :nd gave it the next morning 2t 9:30,

One more conversation to indicate to you how naive the man is,
One days he patronzingly be-an fo talk to me of some of his higher needs,
Jafce: "l want to learn to dgtreaftive scholership, | wan' to develop
a style of writing of my own,"  Uo you find it difficult to wri*e?"
Me: "Yes, | do." Jaffe: "Well, i shouldn't be difficult. One should
be ahle to ~e* up a8t eight in *he morning, and write all day in & per-
fectly ro.tine feshion, |t ought to be easy, simple., One shouldn't
dislike writing," Me: "l don't dislike writingy | like it very much,”
Jaffe: "How can you, if you find it difficul 1" Me: "But | find
writing painful and @ great delight, both," Jaffe: MM If you like it,
it ought to bhe spsy. Now that | h-ve mgstered the art of teaching, |
feel *het | need to learn to write, ‘owi‘e easyly, to do real creative
scholarshipe Do you sctually feel ‘hat you canwri:e?" Me: "Yes,™
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| shall understand your Taking all this, or trying to take all this,
oufte sceptically. | bope, of course, that you do belleve that ! am _
not spinning ou* wild ‘sles of my own invention, | have tried tosse v D T
this situs*ion cleariy, and *Ime and *ime again threugh new fantastic '
happenings |'ve been driven to the opinions l've written down, One of .. =~ 7
the most trying features of my relationship with Jaffe iIs that | know "5
he do=s want ‘o !e kind and that he does of course believe himself very é
kinde, It is difficult when | am with him no¥ to respond straightforwardly

and sincerely when he does try to show zood will, In fact, | do usually . ‘=t
respond th¥ that way. But then | feel quilty for entertaining no respect " " <}
for him. And | cen't conjure up-thFespect. ' ¥ ik
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111 let you know when | learn whether | sm axed or not, | suppose Pl R

that | should come down o Bryn Mawr and 42!k to you and M, Nehm. | - o7

haye, you should know, indicated in early Decemtier 4o Hr, Nghm that
| thought it cul-e possible th=* | mgght not be reappointed here, and
| have asked him ‘o keep me in mint if jo's com= up. | told him in
my no*e merely that Jaffe and | have serious dif ferences of opinion -
about the nature of philosophy, He hasn t written to me, |

By the way, in case you wonder if | ce! along with my students, |
think | do. They are open and easy with me, especially those of the Logie
and History of Philosophy'classes, And | have been pleased * hat about Bicd o
eighteen students in the Collage (including one |'ve not yet met) -TT%'-'Q
have sfqgned up to do ftheir XWXMX two-weeks "independen' study” with 305
me, That period of time begins next Monday. During the time students
work under *he direction of anybody *hey wan- to on anything they want

to, Eighteen is considered 2 reasonably good bag in this popularity
con*=st, Mos*+ of them are to work on Plato, but one will work on Pascal &=
and another, couraceous soul, will continue 2 bit of logic, E e

1f | should be reappointed for next year, | see |ittle point in
my thinkinn in ‘erms of my bein; asked beck for a third year or of my
stesging, for he* matter, were | ac iden‘ally asked back. Too bad.
| dd |ike +his Colleje, And, though | had to live rather uncomfor tably
in 2 bad littde epartment until “hristmas, over Christmas | moved into
the sxtremely zttractive spartment ‘hat was originally assigned to me
bu: was nof vaceted snd made ready for me unti! late in *he t=rm,

| have heard from Mrs, Carlend of how busy a fall you've had, |
em very much pledsed ‘o learn from her, too, that you've given the
Princeton lectures at Bryn Mswr,

Sincerely,
5 [ . -
2,8-1-59.
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