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. e Thr“ questions for a,rm. and then I nhull answer err queshions? - -

“" The first is: do you know of any work (or paper.or whatever) on Aristotlie's

ﬂba a perfect one for me: l{'s al together quiet,-it's near.all- kind of. :

ethics or politics 'Irhaf emphasizes and e#laborstes the kinship of; M‘i:fnhllun
thought to the Platonic? It seems to me that seberal years ago & conw;
sidersble stir was made by @ book pubiished by an Engl istwoman on such; .

'a theme, But | may be quite wrong. Of course, | have in mind nriatocr-uﬂc:_;
‘.{deals in both Plato and Aristotle. A student asked me for some ald jn . Tz,

i ‘l"l." ]

getting started on a paper he'd ‘1ike to write about their kinship, end . 0t
| found it difficult to do anything but refer him to some of the general —. > gy
commentaries on Aristotie, {Incidentally, leaving-aside ethics -and pﬂllﬂcs, *vL 47
i's there any book or essay that you know of that makes much -of their kine

ship gmerullyr That chakdenges the Plato-versus--Aristqtlie notion, in

other words? | have just read your ‘Aristotle article #hrough and find :that

you yourself stress differences between the two--as 1 think is qulte proper,

- But the studenf who SFGRE to me hus a Iugl Hm te objecfiua, it seeme fo me,

' - - 2oreom 21
Second q.lesi"inn- do ynu hav: a Iisf nf uddﬂrsses fur nll ithe . memhurs

of the American Philosophical Association? | don't because I'm not yet a
member, |f you do, could you 1ook up the address of Beatrice Rome (Mrs,

"Sidney Rome, as | ‘recollect}? i She is ‘the 'interesting person with whom |

talked in Boston last year, .the one who has written the big new book on
Malebranche, and the one who, wi th ‘her husband, runs the Systems Development
Corporation somewbwre out here in California. | had-her address, but-}
lost it, She invited me to send _her = icapy of my thesis |to read, and |
shnuld like to do fhuf if she still 'Hﬂl.tld Iikl to have It. v ot vre e
o400 Ly W - ~ 116 ;
1o Third quusﬂun: “has the new edltlun ﬂf ynur chciﬂr!g been publlshudt
| f not, when is it due to come:.out? I'd lllua this College to order It.
I :au!d ruf&r many @ sfudmf to“fte = vl mrygond b fovn? paftd
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Now fur your questlnns to me, | have.m t classes fnr a wuk; and. X |
am Inwurdly giving myself a C+ (maybe a B=) for the first week's work. It
was not wunder'ful;" could have been much worse, The first meetings were
extremely stiff; of course they are bound to be. But.they seemed a littie
less so to me today. | have an. enormous number of students.- -} have four
classes, and each class has befween 30 and 40 students In ] 4. Awrugu 35
T en Includes the Platorclass, But 'l really don't want :to complain
abou t fh\ef. i have a whole ‘host of undergreduate majors end graduate .students,
too, in that course, and it will aimost surely be the most interesting onef
to tesch. 'l 1ike teaching men and women both; and | feel comfortable doing
it ("comfortable" to some degree; as | say, the first week has been stiff),

| am fascinated by the interesting faces:in the classes, . JkMlMjDMAM Men,

 ‘men, ‘white- Students, Negro students--some of them. look so'alert and rtflucfivu.
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““How. | am faring?’ J'Hall, ruasmably wellqs' My upurtmenf conﬂnuas [tn
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sfnres, it's near the troliy | take to the College,:and it's: in a quiet

but still.rather.cosmppoiitan neighborhoeds' t'1i never~get tivrediof the
lovely views of 'rhe ciry | have from my windows. As for penp Ce ?fcbrl‘I t
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|Tke the Deparitment Sacretary ‘la young woman), but so what? | dnzmpkdsmapx
despise my offitCe-mate, » ymmmy brash, very huasfful young man., He started
off a Calvinisf {went to e Calvinist Eﬂlllg! here on the West Coest), and
in my opinion he still Is possessed of the Calvinist spirit, He d“plsus
the students himself (he has informed me that he lectures to maxmx them
essuming that they ve the intelligence of "bri ght nipe-yeer=oids"), and
he apparently givesTno freedom in thelm writing of thelr papers and so on,
He preaches to me; %he preaches to the students; 1 suspect he preaches to
his wife, Anyway, { can’t stand him, ‘Having decided that,. {; am -trying’ to
avoid him as much as possibie, ' 4 ‘think that | can menage tp awid him .
most of the time, Other people €9n the Department igenerally strike me as
pleasant and bright (1 suspect that the College itself realily doem'# ;-
¥» | smount to snything, but it .0s apparent that within the College the Jhilnsnphy
.;a-"‘" _——Department /is sbout the best), | think the logician has views about Jdogic

X and affalrs of the worid that are remcte from mine; but he is an -exceedingly
\-""'J o~ nite young man and | am fond of him, ‘A young fellow in an pf flce next door
J‘f to me teaches the history of philcsophy here and my couple of talks with

*him have been inurusfing; he is very quist-spoken and,;t think,xk . full;
of f.ire inside, " The Acting Department Chairman | |ike extremely, He s
the person Tn whose homtl stayed for the first three or four, days | was in
+71% " San Francisco, and he seems tharoughly civilized to m, -1 know nothing
- of his philosophical views lexcept that he calls himself a "sort of analys#"),
but he is most agreeable, relaxed, and so on., Of course, nuyhn 111 see
unnfhnr side of him later; but ! du | ike him nowe - i bl oel
| i ot
st ) luke fhe Dean of Humunihus, amther purmn lq phllusopl'l?i or at
‘least | should say that | don't dislike him. But he-is the "Coordinator"
of the Humanities 30 course | teach (a recuired course with the |liad,
some Plato, and some from the Bible in it), and | have begun to reallze
that most of the people who do teach the course are out of their minds.
(they are mostly In the "Humanities" Department). ‘| am supposeq to go,
every two weeks, to a meeting with all these people end, | fear,; ftalk--
over our "teaching experiences” or something as Inunl. The young man
‘in the history of philosophy has :fold me. that he didn't go, ever, ~last
year when he was teaching Humanifies ‘tfoo;-he couldn't abide the idea of
getting inwlved in argument with pecple of & fea:hnrs-mlllgu mnfqlity
and aggressiveness, | may follow his example, alfhnugh | don't want to
' fulienﬂ: the Daan. I'tl see, . ¢ ' .mioo oLnoitc e vok owed
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il i O ‘Wﬂl, all rhis sounds ‘as I'hough l see lots of peqpli al) the .time,

‘ “Actuslly, | don't, And.though my work is so heavy -that.!:don't know how

| could see-many people much, |.admit that { am longly. Yet perhaps as

« - the Depariment invites outside speakers.in (they have the speakers for.»
meeting with undergraduate ma jors, and then.the Department members and the
v " dpeakerigo of f for dinner at some good San Braacisce restaurgnt), | :hall
e have more contact with people, Maybe I'|] even hnv@ more than | want. |
e suPpusu Hr s hurd to find msulf satisfied with one's mclal grrungam-nts.
8 =7 W (o wigtT; whwa Tl ﬂ-lhw;)-“ b

+77i. " 'seems that this is so-sreally understand that i've taken one. 1t was. too
long a process, wasn't it? And yet ! couldn't have written the thesis I
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LI did write earljer, And |'m.glad | wrote it,i:incidentally, 2 graduate student

\‘L” here ment loned™ hat the . students here. last spring were ftold of my coming,
\/ and were told that | had been invited to come primarily on the basis of

iwha t, ‘%‘Eﬂum able fo learn of . the quullffnnd‘ my writing. 130 you see?
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Who has published Being and D gmt I'd |ike 8 copye
Write to me soon, | miss ynu. Mﬁ"‘i- I T2 i, |
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