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230 Douglass S t ree t 
San Francisco, C a l i f o r n i a 
February 27, 1966 

Dear Mr. Ferrater More, 

Now there is another place f o r you to w r i t e to (and to send a copy of 
Leblanc's l e t t e r t o ) : 

Professor W i l l i am C. Hamlin, Chairman 
D i v i s i ó n o f Human i t ¡ es 
Un ive rs i t y of Missouri a t Saint Louis 

8001 Natural Bridge Road 
S t . Louis , Missour i 63121 

I rnust say that I don ' t t h ink my chances would be very great herej but one 
cannot t e l l , and the man whose ñame I have j u s t w r i t t e n down f o r you has 
asked roe to send him al I the usual kinds o f th ings ( t h a t i s to say , to have 
mai led to hlm l e t t e r s from people suppor t ing me and, in a d d i t i o n , to send 
t r a n s c r i p t s , samples of my w r i t i n g , and so on)# The Un ive rs i t y expects to . 
raake i t s dec is ión very soon, and bo he sa id t h a t I should t r y to get these 
th ings to him as qu i ck l y as poss l b l e . 

• - • • 

Let me exp la in how I carne to be i n correspondente w i t h him. A long wh i le 
agp, in December, an APA Informat ion Service Commlttee fo lder Msted a 
p o s i t i o n a t the U. of Missour i a t Sa in t Lou is . The I i s t i r í g readj "Associate 
P r o f . , $9000-$l l ,000 depending on experience and publ I c a t i o n s . Teaching 
load i s 9 to 12 hours depending on current wcrk i n progress. An i n t e r e s t 
in Retional ism and Empiricism is r equ i r ed , plus an i n t e r e s t in teaching 
In t roduc t i on or Elem. Log ic . The phi losophy s t a f f has four f u l I - t ime and two 
pa r t - t ime members* (Ph. D. is me n d a t o r y j " I could not apply f o r an associate 
p ro fesso rsh ip . But l as t weekend, t h i n k i n g t ha t perhaps thet Department might 
no t a f t e r a l I have found a q u a l i f t e d person on the associate professor I evel 
I wrote i n i n q u i r y . The l e t t e r l ' v e had back doesn't say they c o u l d n ' t f i n d 
the i r associate professor* bu t i t does "welcome" my app I ¡ c a t i ó n ; and a I so ¡ t 
MX makes reference to "our appointments" and not j u s t t o the appointment. 
So*—who knows? Perhaps they wi I I be In te res ted in me« I am one of the few 
people around (apparent ly) who jg . genuinely l.nterested i n the Rat lonal i s t s j 
of course you know that my in te res t inthe EmpHcists hard ly e x i s t s at p resent , 
but I cou ld probably manage to work up an i n te res t in them i f need be . 

Thank you very much for sending o f f the l e t t e r s t o Lake Er ie Co l lege j i f 
I hear anyth ing from them aga in , I s h a l l c e r t a i n l y let you know. AppHcants 
a r e , however, as you know, t reated in a highhanded wayj and l ' v e no conf idence 
that my a p p l l c a t i o n there and elsewhere i s even being consldered s e r i o u s l y . 
What I have reference to here I s my su rp r i se a t the s i l e n c e of San Bernardino 
State Col lege; a f t e r a l l , they wrote t o me reauest ing t h a t I apply t h i s year i 
one would th ink t ha t they would at least w r i t e in acknowledwnent of « M E ¿ * ^ 
apol i c a t i o n * 
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One Department did deal wl th me cour teosply enough. This is the 
Oepartment a t the Un ive rs í t y of C a l i f o r n i a a t Davis . I had heard of no 
opening there and had made no i n q u i r y . But one evening in January I received 
a telephone c a l i from the Chairraan, one Neal G i l b e r t , asking me ¡ f I cou ld 
perhaps come over the next day (Davis i s about 70 mi les from here) and t a l k 
w i t h them. Ma>pDKiotm Mar jor ie Grene, a new but rt»HB*m*d tenured member of 
the i r Department, had suggested they c a l i me on the basis of a verba l recom-
mendation of me and my thesis t ha t Mr. Nahm had given her a t Christmastime 
in New York C i t y . I did go ove r , and I found the group of people there 
most pleasant to t a l k w i t h (the Department is de f i n í t e ! y o r i en ted towards 
the h i s to ry of ph l losophy, and that i s why they were in te res ted in me)# 
l - l e f t them a cur r icu lum vi tae and some sect ions of my thes is * But I soon 
d id have a note from Mr. G i l b e r t saying tha t they could not a f t e r a l I actual l y 
consider me because I t had become apparent to them--from t h e l r enrol lment 
f i gu res f o r the sp r i ng term j u s t beg lnn ing- - tha t they would have to have 
someone s p e c i a l l y competent i n symbbl ic log ic t o help share the load of 

, - 0 f * * teach ing w í t h the one person on t h e l r s t a f f already teaching symbolic 
í ** *a rfcO l o 9 ' c » While I had been t h e r e , they had questioned me d o s e l y about my 

i n t e r e s t i n and competence in symbolic l og i c ; obviously they had been hoping 
tha t I would tu rn out to have a rea l i n te res t in t h i s whi le a t the same time 

ttfc 

,*y ^ V j - l b e l n g a h i s t o r i an ( i nc i dental l y , t h e l r i n t roduc to ry work in symbbl lc log ic 
A%c>\ J j s not simple} t h e l r basic t ex t Js Qu ine) . Anyway, the in terv iew i t s e l f 

** was very p leasant , and I don ' t fee l that I myself at al I l os t that job#(jK*^ tww °f 
« ' ^ o u l d you please thank Mr. Nahm f o r me f o r suggest ing my ñame to Mar jo r ie 

Grene? He apoarent l y had recommended me and my work in very hlcj i terms—at 
least they sai d he had. 

wW» 

I am in good s p i r i t s , and I can be pa t i en t yet awhi f e . My work here i s 
a f t e r al I serv ing a purpose I very much wanted t t t o serve» I wanted, coming 
here, to be teaching a va r ie t y of students d i f f e r e n t f rom students I ' ve known 
in t n e J>astv I wanted to be fo rced to make sense to a number of mínds w i th 

mt wfeiífa perKaps have l l t t l e i n common on the opening daysof my c lasses . 
I t h l n k tha t I am makinq sense to a good many such minds. A l l four of my 
classes are going very w e l l ; I t h lnk tha t i ind lcated tha t be fo re , but I men
t í on i t again now because I am so consclous of the amount of work I have to 
ció to keep them going w e l l . Except for the f a t i gue tha t my heavy schedule 
induces—and I do have to sleep more, r es t more, in order to keep on top of 
th ings— I am en joy ing every b i t of my work* That even includes handlíng the 
largest of my c l asses , a c lass of 44 (thus a I wcst as large as your Ex is ten t ia I ism 
c lass of 46D • I have t o teach t h a t Q M in a^Targe room, and the e f f o r t of 
t a l k i n g c l e a r l y and coherent l yT}9 so""great tha t af terwards I s imply must mainta in 
si lence f o r hours--my jows h u r t l You can imagine tha t I am not and never 
could poss ib ly be In any way d i c t a t o r i a l as I deal w i t h s tudents; but I do 
f l nd myself managing my leg i t ímate a u t h o r i t y w i t h them w i t h much more conf Idence 
than I d i d l as t term a t t h l s t ime . In f a c t , l a s t term a t t h l s t ime-^ th ree 
weeks a f t e r the term had begun—I was so exhausted that I cou ldn ' t even have 
supposed I hfiíí °ny a u t h o r i t y , leg i t ímate or o therwise, My work i s , i n s h o r t , 
e x c í t i n g ; and I ought to be preparad to undertake dut i ,ejs elsewhere next 
f a l l and to handle them i n a way tha t my being a t Wells Col le ge c e r t a i n l y 
could never have taught me to# 
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Yes, I am d e f i n l t e l y planning to at tend the May MJdwestern meetlngs 
6>d% \f noth ing comes up before them* 

I do not see how you can at tend to so many d i f f i c u l t dut ies a t acece 
But I am glad you can . I am g lad that you have the near-miraculous mind 
that you have. 

Sincere I v . í\^i *MJL 


