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veh durg pe n?l'hnnk you for your good letter.. id ém stiil quite pleased

Nt o2 irtabout my lppolnt‘llnt ot Victoria.' Surely i+ §s:worth hoping that
4 Wrs De Lucce chose e  Because the ietters, fof teisuggested that
1¢.;-__m1-h- kind of wotk { do-in-phijosophy is-of-intered¢t.t® him, And
ve ¢ .surel]y It Is worth hoping that we shall have at leest'einlid
o1 ! 1king for one another personaliy-after we havé begun to work
ai r,ﬁtngnﬂnr. Next year, incidentaily, he end 1 'ere for,bo-llun- in
v 3. the Department} €orithe ytur hllwlng\ht .hopes to haveia third
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-One_mos t diﬂurbln fhin occurr-d -several weeks.ago--and It
is the major reason for/Rét wrifing at all to you during Aprile.
v tls:.Mre Do lucce's letter ‘to.me was & definlté offer of appointment
5 to mest | accepted it definitelys Then camé a serles: of letters
to-: ifrom-him in which.l was informed that the offer would be properly
+ ~imade me by the Boagrd of -Governors of the:University:and in which
sioct 1 It was 'madeX falrly dlear that Mr,'De Lucca himself mist have been
- ‘called down by the Acting President of the Unlversity for making
s .90 firm gn offer.to me and soliciting my: firm accoptmﬂ of It
1vuie before the meeting of .the Board, These leftecs -made It clear that
h:_-a'llr. De- Lucce expected the Board to ratlfy hls choice of -me, but they
1ii-also.made It clear thet he had been warnédithat the Bnard': action
11 +. was not Just a formalitys For a perliod:df some two weeks then
.. ¢ slmply did not know where | stood, | even was requested to send
.- i7n 1+ a‘pleture of myself to.the office of the Acting President (to
sv_ct o "complete" my dossier)s Well, the offer was formally made me and
netg ol -formally ecdepted Ite But you can imagine.that all sorts of
ine-questions about Mr, De Lucca 'assaiied my.imagination during this
time, i -And you can imagine that It was most disturbing to me to
think that | had withdrawn from competitién for two other appointe
ments In favor of one that | might not after all be granted. Mr,
vt Nahm felt that If the appointment had ‘not :in~the end been offered
sy \.me that.l could have sued for a .year's salary, .Bit-all:this spe=-
1p vy v eulation was agonye .-l am trying to:assume XX now that that a
+ ¢ i Department Chairman dealing with an Acting President might simply
< naturally make an ierror iof pructdurn and sthat the “érrior does not
i - indicate him to be stupld. i And, moredver, thatithe Acting President
10 dqhud no specific reasons for ‘objecting to.my eppointments (L arafy benrne
AMader oX oM ke Fuppent L wl @ baun Yoy
Ano ther reason for my silence is that It happened that | WX
ol (1i- ourid myself writing one of the most difficult MMXXX sections of
snrsat - my thesis during Aprile) | wrote ‘the thing, decideéd that | had to
vne discard It; revised it after all, diucurdnd It ‘again, revised It
I SPT againy fnfully, nearly dlm:ard-d A1f¥ againé Al this was agony, too,
err zct Finally-a verslon of the original section ’“”d!vﬁ' Fts title
id 10 nc may suggest how difficult the material wee—in 1t Dliscontinulty -
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| am now on the succeeding section, and it Is going thly, o° >
It is going smoothly but slowly, | cannot write fest. /It is @ "
simple facts' Put within a few weeks | shall have brought my middle sov
third to a close, end thend | intend to meil It to you, At the -
moment | am 68°pages into that middle third (and my thesis, all lr-’“,.ﬁ/
toid, is 173 pages long). The best way for me to finish by the b '
end uf the summery=-and it Is very Important for me to do that, | oo
cezc ol know' thatesls simply. to make the best Jutgment 1:-¢éan on each day L
tert. o -1 that: | write abpug what.d should write. | am d ropping things for ff‘,;-"
te ~the_last shird, not'exactiy because it I3 simply convenient to o’ "1 1
hess .r.tlo it,  but because the-propericoyrse-of drgument that1'myst J‘p-""
. follow. in’ #hat .third is-now pretty cliearin my mindi, "4~ have so v
. far very infrtqutnﬂy referred to any notes that | took' in the
ni plih i don't expect fo turn to them very often.atial] éven in
t+in1 - the summer, ~And It Is In writing this thing off the top of my
head as it ﬂrq that | MM Inwltahlr:ut ocut unneeessary toplics.
|f tfny are unnecessary, | Jjust don't remember them. And since
ti e itldn- qu through notes aothing suggests *thu to me,
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-1--. mean to sey is that | befleve that the important thing is for

: AL of ‘this may make. {ittie sense %o ybuqo Hhﬂ i rully

me to keep .In mind the kind of .thesis | seem t6 have commi tted

‘myself XKXMMHX to all the way through. “Then the fast third
will turn'out to be a.true fast thirdl, ‘But ! cen't cut out toplics
as such, but there gren't any toplics anywhere In my thesis,

- As for X my having "unf¥fhished" things--oh, yes, much wili be

-1+ untinisheds~ 1:ghall of ten have XMDOSEM written a sentence about
. & matyer that could stand twenty pages. But wmy.

' cannot be .unffhishedy for a reason that you as a writer with
perhaps quite different hablts from the ones |'yve developed in
the last months may oot readity understand: :theyicannot be
unfinished because if they are they prevent sy continuing to write,

one too quickly, | trap myself, | do.not have a specific plan

‘of development (a very detailed plan of development, | mean) .

for sy writing; and hence'to leave a paragraph untinished is simply
e Ao luw H un-rlff-n. tﬂua L-fpm.t.d e The & Mawt stae - T woy
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[ If none nf fhi: uhl: any sense to ‘you, Just:.don"t worry |
‘about “Tte .l am moving along. | "hope to be at page 200 by the |
i end of Mays. and as XM of today | sheuld say that that also ought

ic + o place me at the end of :this middle third, - Then'ithe thing to

do Is ‘to make XX each day .count its .full worth fn the summer,
. To:continue what |?ve been doing for months In other iwords, |
have been wurklng wry thudllr. :Hr: daya nff nuf ta spnk of
wllkl. i, I
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> A2y 'w choseén ay h:thl (that has taken some' time.in April, too),
I'm using.three things ‘in-Logic (a Wery elementaFy book by Brennan,
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'e i a someWwhat -fess elementary book by Ambosse and Lazerowitz, and
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~ a book of readindgs edi fed by Copl and someone .wise).; for Hntiunalln

c147% -] ‘am requiring the Haldane and Ross franslation 'of Descartes, the
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ivcigerivner’s edition of Spinoze plus @ pepersbacked selection of his
political writings plus the |ittle guide by Hampshire, :the Scribner's
edition of Lelbnlz and the Open Court edition of Bhe letters ex-
changed between him and Arnauld, | may also require the students In
that course to purchase several of the Platonic dialogues., My chnlul
wust be in Mr. De Lucca's hands by May I5th, Simerrely ) N, | .
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