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Dear Professor Fe r ra te r Mora: 
I venture to trouble you v/ith t h i s l e t t e r i n connection with a book 
I am ^vriting in Bengali on Rabindranath Tagore - a s o c i o - l i t e r a r y 
study of h l s r epu ta t ion and influence i n the West - due to be pub-
lisfted in India next year. I sha l l be gra te fu l for a rep ly . 

-* * 
•* 

You wi l l no doubt remember the enthusiasm produced by Tagore*s 
"Gi t an ja l i " on i t e f i r s t appearance in English (and l a t e r in Prench 
i n Andre Gide's t r a n s l a t i o n "L'Offrande l y r i que" , i n Spanish in 
Zenobia,Camprubi's rendering, and in other European languages) many 
years ago. Lovers of poetry in the West - among them Yeats, AE, 
Gi lber t Murray, R i lke , Hauptmann, Glde, Rolland, Francis Jammes, 
Juan Ramón Jiménez e t c . - welcomed i t with great excitement; the 
expanding sentiment, of these poems, they thought, achieved a rhythm 
- even through the a l i e n médium of English pro se - which i n i t s 
s t rength and melody reca l led to many of them famil iar passages in 
the Psalms or Solomon's Song. W.B.Yeats, fuom about 1^12 through 1915, 
f e l t h i s blood s t i r r e d , as he sa id , by Tagore; Ezra Pound, you wi l l 
a lso remember, considered the appearance of these poems/ "a great 
event i n the h i s to ry of English poetry and of world poe t ry . " The 
Tagore adorat ion tha t followed the success of "Gi tanja l i " and his 
other works (poetry, drama and prose - including his phi losophical 
essays.) , and the reac t ion a l l adorat ion e n t a i l s , however, have gradu-

1 a l l y passed awey; and the admirers of Tagore are now sadly conscious 
of his; decl ine in the West. Edward Thompsofa, h i s English biographer, 
has t h i s to say; "He has the misfortnne to come up for judgement by 
the age of T .S .E l io t . He won't get J u s t i c e now - nothing could get 

• hlm j u s t i c e . " 

I am writing a chapter on "Tagore ín the Western World Now", and it 
is in this connection that I should like to see him reassessed by 
writers and poetry-lovers of the West. I have olready had correspon--
dence with some on the present status of Tagore. Bertrand Russell, 
in a letter to me, frankly ^dmits that Tagore's writings were "too 
mystical" for his taste. Arnold Toynbee, on the other hand, believes 
that "while literary fashions come and go, his work will have a lasting 
influence." E.lí.Forster» who seems to hold the balance betweeiyí Tagore*s 
champions and detractor©, answers me by saying t.hat "his poetry is 
not communicable to the West in a translation, even when the transla
tion is made by Tagore himself." 

I shall be most grateful if you will kindly let me know what you 
( feel about Tagore - and what you think of his popularity and influence 
in the Spanish-speaking world ~ or your general impression —• 
which will greatly help me to ascertain his standing in the Spanish 
and Spanish-American literayy world. I shall be glad to have any 
relevant Information,(especially about his influence)9 suggestions, 
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a n e c d o t e s o r r e c o l l e c t i o n s which may b e l 
u s e f u l f o r mji survey^ 

í shou ld be e s p e c l a l l y g r a t e f u l i f you I 
could; send me a no te on O r t e g a y 
G a s s e t ' s E l Sol a r t i c l e on Tagore " 
( w h i c h , I g a t h e r , ha6 béen r e p r i n t e d i n l 
O r t e g a 1 s Obras comple tas v o l . I I I ) , j 
w i t h your p e r s o n a l coraments, o n ¿fci 
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V/lth c o r d i a l r e g a r d s , 
Yours v e r y s i n c e r e l y , 

( N. GHA.TTERJI ) 
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P r o f e s s o r J o s é P e r r a t e r Mora. 

Bryn, Mawr QoUega» 
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AN AIR LETTER SHOULD NOT CONTAIN ANY 
ENCLOSURE ; IF 1T DOES IT WILL BE SURCHARGED 

OR SENT BY ORD1NARY MA1L. 
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