
bepteuber 27» l$$b 

i>ear L r . ? e r r a t e r kora# 

I have lonj¿ in tenaed t o wr i t e t o you, but 
s lnoe t h e .*. ". a ix weeks founü iue i n üanbury, 
I had heard, sean, : « * - , donef thought , or ex-
perienoed abaolu te ly nothirig u n t i l t h i s p*st 
Friday when I drove t o Caiabridge. The ur ive i t -
ae l f waa uneven t fu l . I a r r i v e d haré l a t e i n tho 
afternoon with k i aa Triinbla who, altliou^h ehe 
i a a t i l l a a tudent a t Bryn ta»i o*iüe t o apend 
tha week-end a t Harvard, with head-<¿uarters in 
wy apartment * 

The apartwerrt i t a a l f üi**y be . ^othintí t o 
wr i t e about* Laat Thuraday I saw Uynthia Love-
l ace i n Jiew York, ana aha had not ya t found any 
ap^rtmant a t a l l , ao t ha t 1 aia very proud t o 

have found one h a r é , Cambridge being a f t a r a l l 
•nota maullar than Haw York and huving c o r r e s -
pondingly fewer apar t iaanta . k ine ia i n a l a rge 
« h i t a houae, in what my landlady aaya ia an 
h i s t o r i o neighborhood. Williaiü Jamas uaed t o 
l i v e a t tha and of tha s t r e e t , and next t o hija 
Zachariah Chaífee ( I do not know who ha was), 
and next t o h iu Waleter Pe r ry , or f a l t a r Kerry, 

o r something ( I do not know who he waa e i t h e r ) , 

ana in back of tham "forüier PT0Sl4«rt (of 
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what, I do not know) Eliot* - The l iv ing ruoin of 
my apartinant has exposad beaioa in i t a ce i l i ng , 
They are very thick and roughly hewn, which ueiuiR 
eithftr that tha houfic i s olu, or t ha t the eeaond 
f looí Í B too h*avy for an ordinaxy ce i l i ng . íhere 
ara two bede and two fir«plac«8, but no stova, 
Cooking aírangaiaent* are thua rathor pr imit iva, 
but tha apartiaftnt i» otherwise perfeot* 

Tomoríow I urust consult a departuiental adviseiTj 
who w i l l guide ua in my cholea of coursea. A 
gradúate etudant of uiathematioe who haa already 
epent four yeara in t ry ing to earn hia doctórate 
to ld me tha t philosophy majora apatid* an average 
of aeven yaare in working for a degree. I chose 
t o aiabolieve hiin, but I ani a l i t t l a afraid t o 
aak ;„y dapartikental advlaer* 

You aeeia, from youx l e t t e r , to have baan 
very buay wri t ing. You inentioned t ha t you have 
wr i t ten tha epilogue t o a book which you wi l l 
wri ta sotaa tiioe in tha fu tu ra . I wonde* whethar 
you ulways begin work a t the and of a book, and 
proceed backwards, finiahiag» perhaps, with a 
proface or prologue. I» i t a book in which you 
« ta t a concluñiona which you reached long ago, ao 
t ha t you writa thaee f ixat f for conveniencef and 
turn l a t a r t o the proceaa by which you reached 
your concluaiona? If i t i s custoinary in ph i lo -
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aophic worJts t o taegin * t the endf I wonder i f 
n o v e l i s t a a l a o wr i t e t h e i r lfcat chapter be íore 
t h e f i r s t . Perli*ps h i s t o r i u i s do the siu^e. I 
f ina i t h*rd t o aouna aeriouB in wh*t I iueun t o 
kslc UÜ ta. nerioua ques t ion : aid you be^in wi th 
your epi logue by coinoidenoe or on p r i n c i p i e ? 
AHU it* i t perhaps r e * l l y * good ide^ t o re*d t h e 
ena of M book oí philoaophy before re^a in^ i t 
tlirou^hV 

Between t h e precedin^ piurMtíTuph *nu t h i a one, 
I have goue to « tete for ]{**dcliffe rr«au*te Htu-
uen ta , v,;icre I WMH in io ruea by u philoBOphy luttjor 
t h u t s tuuen t s i n her **** depurtuent lio indeea r e ­
hui ré »ix o r aoven ye^ru t o ©*rn t h e i r doctorteten, 
thMtf Lioreover, I wuat apena juy f i r s t year tuicin^ 
under^TteüUAixe uouraee in LpiatoLiolotíy, Logic, Etíl­
i c a , una BeXttphyaicB i f i in tend t o pus» wy p r e -

ÜLiiiitüry ejkttuinution for t h e k te t t te r ' s . unly yuine, 
she B±yH, lut& reoeivea h i s Ph. i ; . in whtet 1 hua 
thpUíjht t o be t h e umuil t i i ree your pe r ioü . Jíowf I 
lmve telreuuy not iced the uppearwioe of i&y f i r s t 
lew rrev ¡u\±rst una w i th in s ix yeura I huá hopea 
t o be the uother of aeveru l a h i l a r e n , one of vthoia 
woula be, i n 1966, u t leaBt íour yetera o í d . I hud 
telso hopea t o huvi* well before 1966, u ue¿;ree in 
BüL.e e o r t of l i n ^ u i s t i c philOBOphy, for uhioh 1 
woulu ¡nave s t u a l e d the workH o í Urbten. üteHttirer, 
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and o thers . I t aeeiAH, however, tha t whan I aia 
t*Qnty seven years üla t perhape cowpletely 
fc-Hte haired, I sha l l be taking líiore undergra-
coate coursee iii the Basic Pourf whioh do, I 
rea l ice f becouo more rewarding with each year 
of iitudy. By thon I aha l l probably vweu b i - f o -
cala *mü Bhuddor a t tha mention of any phi loso-
phy a t a l l* Linguist ic philoaophy, I ¿ucas, ia 
uot very aolid í* re , and Harvard uoes not t o l e ­
róte philoaophic ír±volity« 

I hopa tha t you and your faiaily are ve l l j 
and that I «hal l eee you whan I viBit Bryn kawr 
( I h*tve aa yat no plausible excusa for auch a 
viftit, but 1 aa determinad to í inu one), or iX 
you should happen to ooiae to Cambridge. (Per-
napa I eoulü ouok aouioth±n£ for The Ferra ter 
i-oíaa ovar my í i rap laca or ho t -p la te , althou^h 
¿-y cookiu¿í ia not yat ultogether pa la table . ) 

Sincerely, 


