Septewber 27, 1954

Lewur Lr. Ferrater Lors,

1 huve long intended to write to you, but
since the lust six weesks found we in DLwnbury,

I hud hewrd, seen, rewd, done, thought, or ex-
perisnced sbesolutely nothing until this pust
Friduy when I drove to Cuubridge. The urive it-
self wus uneventful. I wrrived here lute in the
ufternoon with liss Triwble who, wlihough she
is 8till « student wt Fryn juwr, cwame to spend
the week-snd wt Hurvard, with head-guarters in
uy wpartment.

The apurtwent itself uwy be sowsthing to
write wbout. Laat Thursday I sww Uynthia Love-
lece in lew York, wnd she had not yet found any
wpartment at all, 8o that I aum very proud to
huve found one here, Cambridge being after all
much spaller than New York and having corres-
pondingly fewer wpartments., kine is in a large
white house, in whuat my lundlady says 18 an
historic neighborhood. william Jumes used to
live ut the end of the street, wnd next to him
Zuchuriah Chaffee (I do not know who he wus),
wund next to him Wuleter Perry, or halter Kerry,
or scuething (I do not know who he wus either),

wna in buck of them "foruwer President (of
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what, I do not know) Eliot". The living room of
my apartmant has exposed beams in its ceiling,
They wre very thick and roughly hewn, which means
either that the house is old, or that the second
flooxr is too heavy for an ordinury ceiling. There
are two beds and two firsplaces, but no stove.
Cooking wrrungewents wre thus rather primitive,
but the wpertuent is othsrwise perfect.

Tomorrow 1 must consult a departmental adviser,
who will guide we in my choice of courses. a4
graduste student of uwthematics who heas already
spent four years in trying %0 earn his doctorute
told me thut philosophy majors spend” &an average
of seven years in working for w degree. I cliose
to disbelieve him, but I am & little afraid to
#8K my departhental adviser.

You seew, from your letier, to have bean
very busy writing. You menticned that you have
written the epilogue to & book which you will
write some time in the future. I wonder whether
you awlwuwys begin work at the end of & book, and
progeed backwerds, finishing, perhaps, with a
preface or prologue. Is it & book in which you
gtate conclusions which you reached long &go, 80
that you write these first, for convenisnce, and
turn later to the proceas by which you reached
your conclusions? If it is custouary in philo-
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sophic works to hegin ut the end, I wonder if
novelists also write their last chapter before
the first. Perhups historians do the saus. I
find it hurd to souna serious in what I wesan to
wBk &5 w serious guestion: did you begin with
your epilogue by coincidence or on principle?
And is it perhaps really w good idea to rewmd the
end of & book of philosophy before rewuing it
through?

Between the preceding parugruph ana this one,
I have gone 10 & tew for Hudcliffe gradunte stu-
uents, where I was inforwec by « philosophy wajor
thut stuuents in her wr depurtwent do indeed re-
yuire six Or seven yewrs tou swrn their doctorates,
That, woreover, I must apend my first year tuking
undersruduste courses in Epistewology, Logic, Eth-
ics, and Metaphysics if I intend to puss wy pre-
liudnery easwuination for the Luster's. Unly wuine,
she Bmys, hws received his Ph.b. in what I had
thought to bte the usual three yewr period. How, I
Llwve alreuuy noticed the wppearance of my firet
iew grey hweirs, wnd within six yeurs I hud hoped
to be the wother of several children, one of whom
would be, in 1966, at least Tour years old. I hud
wlso hoped to have well before 1966, u degree in
sowe sort of linguistic philosophy, for wihich I
would huve studied the works of Urbun, Cwssirer,
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and others. It seeus, however, that when I auw
twenty seven years ola, perhaps coumpletely
vwilte huired, I shall be twking more undergra-
Lumte courses in the Busic Pour, which do, I
reslire, become wore rewarding with each yewr
ol atudy. By then I shkll probably wweae bi-fo-
cwls wnd shudder wt the mention of any philoso-
Py at wll. Linguistic philosophy, 1 guess, 1s
not very esolid fwure, wnd Harverd does not tole-
rute philosophic frivolity.

I hope that you and your family wre vell,
wng that I shall sees you when I visit Bryn kawr
(I heve as yet no plausible excuse for such
vigit, but 1 am determined to finua one), or if
you should huppen to coue to Ceuwbridge. (Per-
nmps I could cuok sowething for The Farruter
LOrus over my {irepluce or hot-plate, wlthough
wy cooking is not yet wltogether palatable.)

Sincerely,
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