Uctober 31, 1960

Lear Josme,

Your letter mrrived on my birthday, as I was abaorbed
in sowber and morose reflection on my age, mortality, and
unwad state —- wmoatly the last, since I had always con-
sidered twenty-four the absolutely final age for young
ladies to merry, and I am now twenty-three. Anyhow, fifty
percent of the women in America now marry before nineteen,
or something like that. I do realize that marriages are
not ﬂlnulllrilg arrived at h{ statistical or ohronological
calculations, but these are the facts. koreover, I do not
want to marry any of the people whom I already Enn-, and
1 cannot possibly marTy anyone wbom 1 do not xnow. There it
is, the situation is dire.

But ons does not ordinarily come to Paris to marry, so
I have dscided to put the problem aside for a while. Yes,
you are right, neither Benveniste nor Levi-5Strauss has
ever worked on anything which I have studied, and even if
I had it all to do over again, I would not devote my time
*0 Sanscrit-Coptic-EfTusomn derivations of 4he sacisric
sort. But I did once write a paper, with yodX guidance, on
mythology, and Levi-itrauss teaches & courss on that sub-
ject. I think that I shall take it, because it is probably
very interesting and not even toc remote Irom Comparative
Literature or Philoscphy. As for my commitments to Harvard,
I have none; they simply do not recognize the courses here,
altho the Comparative Literature department will give
:u credit for at least & half year's work no matter what I
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Yet, when and if I go back to Cambridge, there is an
exam, and here is what 1 am "responsible for": German Li-
teraturs from its beginmings, French Literature and
lish Literature and Une Other Literature since 1750. I
wust alse be able to read a classical langgage. Now, I stu- |
Gief German &% Bryn kMeawr, and 1 nave Tead & Isw things in
English, and I think I can read Latin mlright. The Uther
Language is rather a gquestion mark; EEIERRIRIT just have
%0 be able to read it m little bit, and XELQELT may work on
it back in Cambridge. So it seems that, according to Har-
vard, what I should here is French Lit, since 1750,
and what I should read on the side ars thoss other things.
I shall, therefors, take & course here in the influence of
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Hilke on French ldt. The rest I shall have to read at
breakfast, ses at the theater, and absorb by osmosis.

From ths above rather garbled desoription should
smarge the fact that I am taking two concrete steps: one

Rilke and the Locals, one Comparative logy (which
really interests me). There is,howsver, complication:
to enter the University here, .’[ had to insoribe myself

for a degree, and the only one that I could hope to get
eyuivalences for is The Diplome des Etudes Superieures

en Fhilosophie., I don't, however, know which philosophy
courses %0 take, ®ince they all sound inviting. Could you
tell me somsthning aboutl thoss Philosophic matterings't I
hope all this doe® not sound like the sheerest dilletan-
timu. I owe sows intensive litemry sxposure this year to
Radcliffe, soms work in philosophy to the Fulb t Com-
mission, and maybe the mythology falls somewhere in be-
tween; anyhow, it seems to me like an interesting and in-
ﬂrun%ir- if not very specialized, program. As for the
Diplome, I wonder if I can poseibly earn it. (I should re-
write the above in more coherent form, but I am not sure
I could manage it.)

With dai is, intriguing sounding writings, oalli-

aphy, wedd and travels, sound guite awesomely
usy. At ones o the receptions here I met & student, I
do not know his pame, who is devoting his career to the
study of but a8 I was asking him more about if, some-
ons on tha othar side of tha room must have moved, and
the reception wug ®o crowded that we all had to move, I
found myself talking to & bio-physicist, and could not
resuws my former conversation. Further shifts in the crowd
introduced me to & student of Verlains and an archasologist

I live in a hotel on the Ile-St-Louis, overlooking the
Seine, which is not as chic as it sounds, since tha hotel
is rather ramshackle and has only ite view and location
t0 recoumend it, In the room next door to me lives a
novelist with a mustache; he wust be very prolific since
he types dag and ni,ght, and the length of this letter is
partially attributable to his diligent example.

When I am not trying to fathom the university and stu-

dent restsurant system, I enjoy Paris esnormous since it
is, after all, n{ - uit?d aven Ga.mhr:l.:l::'g: and there
BT® mlwayE superp plays and conceris EOing Oh. AY home, 1
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nsver could attend, in one evening, a manifestation for
paix en Algerie, another manifestation for rie Pran-
cais, a eolash between the two manifestations (one Brym
lawr girl, Punny Dexter, did not leave soon enough, stood
watching the fighting, and was hit over the head a few
times by the police), and, on the other side of town, the
opening of the karquis de Cuevas' last ballet, at which
& baron appeared in a sedan chair over a rose-petal strewn
sidewalk, I am really very enthusiastic about it all, but
I shall end this letter here, lest it extend into Mk
saveral volumes.

kany thanks for your letter. I wish you were teaching
soms courses here.

Sinceraly,
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