
Ootober 31 , 19&Ü 

Lear Joae, 
Your l e t t e r arrivea on ny birtnauy, &o I wai absorbed 

ln eouber and norooe ref lect lon en «y age, a o r t a l i t y , and 
unwed á t a t e — aoat ly the l a a t , elnoe I had alfaya con-
aidared twenty-four too aboolutely f ina l age for young 
ladiee to maxry, and Z am now twenty-three. Anyhowf f i f ty 
parcant of tha woaen ln America now inarry before nineteen, 
or aos-ething l ike t h a t . I do real izo tha t marriages ara 
not neoeaaarily a r r i rad a t by a t e t i a t i o a l or ohronologioal 
calculat lone, but tboaa ara tha fao te . koreovar. I do not 
want to jnarry any of tha people whom I airead? know, and 
I oannot pooaibly ma?ry anyone wbon I do not know. There At 
la f the a i tua t ion la dlra* 

But one doea not ordinar i ly come t o Paria t o aaxry, ao 
I have daoidad t o put tha problea aaido íor a while. Yea( 
you ara xight , nei thar Benreniate ñor LeTi-Strauaa hao 
ever workaa on anything which I have etudied, and «van if 
I had i t a l l t o do ovar again, I would not devota my time 
t o Sansorit-Coptio-Etruaoan derivationa of tha aaotar io 
aort* But I did onoa wrlte a papar, with yoil guidanoe, on 
mythology, and Levl-ytrausa teaohaa a oourae on tha t oub-
jeex. X thlrik tha t I ehall take i t f becauae l t la probably 
vory in te rea t ing and not aven too remóte fron Comparativa 
Li teratura or Philoaophy* ÁB for my oomioitmente to Harvard» 
I have nona; they ei^piy do not rtcognice the oouraen her«, 
although the Comparativa Li tera tura departinent wi l l give 
ae c redi t for a t leaflt a half year 'a work no íuatter what I 
do. 

Yet, when and l í I go baok to Cambridge» there ie an 
exam, and hará ia what I ao "reaponaible for": Germán Li
t e ra tu ra from i t e beglnnings, Prench Li tera tura and 2ng-
l lah Litarature and One Other Li teratura einoa 1750, I 
sust aleo be abla t o raad a c l a se l ea l laugguge- Non, I e tu
died Gennan a t Bryn llawr, and I have read a faw things l n 
Englieh, and I think I oan read Latín a l r i g h t . The Other 
Language ie rather a queation mark; XEüs¡fittüfi¿ X juat have 
to be abla to read i t a l i t t l e b i t . and JOBOS? nay work on 
i t baok ln Cambridge, So i t aeams t h a t , aooording to Har
vard, what I ahould atudy hera ia Prench L i t . eince 1750, 
and what I ahould read on the sida ara those other thinge. 
I eha l l therefore , take a oourae hera ln tha Influanca of 
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B i l k a on Pranch hl t . I b a r a a t I a h a l l hava t o raad a t 
b r a a k f a s t , a aa a i t h a t h e a t a r , and a b a o r b by o s m o s i s . 

Prom t h a a b a r a r a t h a r g a r b l a d d a a o r i p t i o n ahould 
amarga t h a f a c t t h a t I an t a k l n g two o o n o r a t a a t a p a : ona 
R l l k e and t h a L ó c a l e , ona Comparat iva tóythology (whloh 
r o a l l y i n t a r a s t s v a ) . Thara i a . h o w s v e r , mSm o o m p l i o a t l o n : 
t o a n t a r t h a U n i v e r a i t y h o r a , I had t o I n s c r i b a myaalf 
i o r a d a g r e e , and t h a on ly ona t h a t I oou ld hopa t o g e t 
a q u i v a l a n c e a f o r la Tha Diploma d a s Étudaa S u p a r i a u r a a 
an P h i l o a o p h i a . I d o n ' t , howevar , know whioh p h i l o s o p h y 
oouraaa t o tar to , a i n o a t h a y a l l aound l i x v i t i n g . Could you 
t a l l n a aomath ing a b o u t t h o a a ^ h l l o s o p h l c m u t t a r i n g a ' ? I 
hopa a l l t h i a doaa no t aound l i k a t h a a h a a r a a t d i l l a t a n -
t i a u . I owe aoua l n t a n a i v a l i t a a x y ajcpoeura t h i a y a a r t o 
B a d o l i f í e , aoma work i n p h l l o a o p h y t o t h a P u l b r i g h t Com-
m i s a i o n , and mayba t h a mythology f a l l a aomawhara i n b e -
twaen ; anyhow, i t aaems t o ma l i k a a n i n t a r a a t i n g and i n 
s t r u c t i v a , i f no t v a r y s p a c i a l i z a d , p rog ram. As f o r t h a 
Diploma, I wonder i f I can p o s s l b l y a a r n i t . ( I ahould r e -
w r i t a t h a abova i n mora c o h e r a n t form, bu t I a a n o t a u r a 
I oou ld manage i t . ) 

ttlth d a i q u i r i a , i n t r i ^ u i n g aounding w r i t i n g a , o a l l i -
g r a p h y , weciüings, and t r a v e l s , you aound q u i t a avesomely 
b u s y . AX ona o í t h a r a o a p t i o n s h a r á I mat a e t u d e n t , I 
do n o t know h i s líame, who i a d a v o t i n g h i s c a r a a r t o t h a 
s t u d y of you, b u t aa I waa a a k i n g him mora about I t , aoiae-
ona on t h a o t h a r a i d a of t h a room must hava moved, and 
t h a r a o a p t i o n waa ao crowded t h a t wa a l l had t o move. I 
found myaalf t a l l c ing t o a b i o - p h y s i c i e t , and oould n o t 
rasuma my formar o o n v e r s a t i o n . F u r t h e r s h i f t s i n t h a orowd 
i n t r o d u c a d me t o a a t u d a n t of V e r l a i n e and an a r c h a e o l o g i a t 

I U v a i n a ftotel on t h a I l e - j t - i ^ o u i a , o v a r l o o k i n g t h a 
S c i n a , which i s n o t aa c h i c aa i t sounde , a i n o a t h a h o t e l 
i s r a t h a r r amshaok la and h a s o n l y i t a v iew and l o c a t i o n 
t o racoiomand i t . I n t h a room n e x t door t o me l i v a a a 
n o v a l i a t w i t h a xaustache; ha uiust ba v a r y p r o l i f i c s i n c a 
ha t y p a s day and n i g h t § and t h a l e n g t h of t h i a l a t t a r i s 
p a r t i a l l y a t t r i b u t a b l a t o h i a d i l l g e n t example . 

«han I am not t r y i n g t o fa thom t h a u n i v e r s i t y and a t u 
d a n t r a s t a u r a n t fiYstam, I enjov P a r i a enorwous ly , a inoa i t 
i a , a f t e r a l l , a o i g g e r c i t y t n a n avan Cambridge» and t h a r a 
a r a a lways s u p e r b p l a y a and o o n c a r t a g o i n g o n . ÁX homo, I 
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nevar could at tend, ln one evonlng, a manifeatutlon for 
paix en Algeria, anothar maniíeatation for Alearla ?rwi-
calsp a oXash batwaan tha two oanifeatationa fono Bryn 
toawr g i r l , Bunny Daxtar» did not leave aoon anough, atood 
watohing tha í igh t ing , and waa b i t ovar tha haad a few 
tima a by tha pó l i ce ) , and, on tha other sida o£ town, tha 
opening of tho kiarquis da Cuevaa' laa t b a l l e t , a t which 
a barón appeared ln a Badán ohalr ovar a rose-peta l atrawn 
eidewaDc. I am raa l ly very enthuaiaat ic about i t A L but 
I ahall ana thia l a t t e r haré, los t i t extend into MJU 
aaveral volumea* 

kany thanka for your l e t t a r . I wiah you wara teaching 
aoiaa couraaa hará . 

Sinoerely, 

vT-X/' ét. 


